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The 1st Annual Shirley A. Justice Memorial Essay Contest Winners!! 
 

Thursday, February 24, 2022, Calhoun County Democrats held the first celebration of the Shirley A. 
Justice Memorial Essay Contest. This contest grew out of a wish to encourage more youth to engage in 
public issues and to develop communication skills that can serve them and their communities in later 
life. The essay contest honors Mrs. Shirley A. Justice, who died in 2020.   More on page 5. 
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Sheila Degan Gilbert, 

Chair, CalCoDem EXCOM 

February was a significant month for 

Calhoun County Democrats.  

There was an open door for local members interested in an elected 

office to present themselves to us as those who wanted to and 

formally qualified to run for a position on the Democratic ticket. From 

the US Congress, the State Senate, the Alabama House, the County 

Commission, the State Democratic Executive Committee, and down 

to the County Democratic Executive Committee, we are greatly 

pleased to have our own local Democratic candidates who will appear on the ballot in November.  

Some fortunate candidates have no opposition, like our own Fred Wilson, who gets to sail back into 

his position as well as all of our CCDEC members.  Just how nice is that!  We made a plea for “no 

empty ovals” and to a greater extent than in recent years it worked.  

To quote MLK, “We must learn to live together as brothers or perish as fools”.  I definitely see the 

Calhoun County Democrats trying to live up to this standard of coming together for the betterment of 

our local area. During this week of turbulence with Ukraine and Russia I heard one national 

commentator use the phrase, “When we want to go fast we go alone and when we want to go far 

we go together”.  That rather fits our local situation too when it comes to us trying to get to a point in 

our work whereby our elected members can be heard and their votes will matter.  As time moves 

forward and the Primary (May 24, 2022) & Run-Off (June 21, 2022) dates are behind us then we will 

see the serious side of campaigning begin. We will all look forward to November 8, 2022. 
 

Let’s all commit to continuing to expand our local base of Calhoun County Democrats by working 

together and doing everything possible to elevate the integrity and good intentions of our local 

candidates.   
 

Watch this newsletter for further ideas as time moves forward.   

 

 
            

           VOTE BLUE     

 

           

       VOTE BLUE 
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Vernon Presley, Vice  

President, CalCoDem 

Executive Committee 

 

 

Living In Anxious and Uneasy Times. 

There is a history of untold suffering in this country that is not talked about - there is a 
need to talk about cultural indifference. We must continually outgrow who we have been - 
in order to continually develop into who we were created to become. Someone said that if 
it doesn't challenge you it won’t change you. Dr. Martin L. King said once “The ultimate 
measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but 
where he stands in times of challenge and controversy.” We are living in uncomfortable 
times: many of us are feeling the pinch of uncertainty, conflict.  Some of us are 
experiencing low level of depression.         
Many of us are in awe, witnessing something for the first time in our history - two nations 

in Europe - Russia and Ukraine at war. Not only do 

we feel the tension and unrest in our spirits, but 

we also feel the pain in our wallets and purses 

when we visit the supermarket and gas pumps and 

other places where we see prices skyrocketing.  

These are problems we are all experiencing 

whether Democrat or Republican, white, or black.  

This is not a problem to blame on each other. 

There are so many things happening, that we all 

have a lot to tell.  

I would like to share something I saw on TV the 
other night: A fight between two teenagers in a 
mall in New Jersey, one was black and the other 
white or Latino. What was disturbing to me about 

the footage was what happened when the officers arrived on the scene.  The white female officer grabbed the 
Latino teenager and sat him down on the couch - while a white male officer - tackled and handcuffed the black 
teenager.  Then - to make matters worse - the white female officer joined the male officer in putting their knees on 
his neck and back. The Latino teenager said that he was confused about why he wasn't also detained, stating that 
he knew that it was wrong. 
 

Children of color often are shown no compassion, because in most cases - especially in Urban and Inner Cities 
schools - they lack the resources, staff and help they need to help these young people. Many of these children of 
color are in the pipeline to prison.  Some are criminalized because of the color of their skin, and for behavior that 
children have when they suffer from traumatic experiences at home. There is often no compassion by some when 
it comes to our children.  Too often they are criminalized by police and suspended at higher rates than students 
that are not of color. These actions should make us all very uncomfortable.  This is disturbing and sends a clear 
message that these children are disposable, and not worthy of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  
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Lest we forget: before the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Act passed, Black people didn't have the type of income, 

and could not own the same type of property as other races. That disparity trickled right into a child's ability to get 

a solid 

foundation on 

their income, and 

a higher 

education. Many 

of us and some 

of our children 

have not been 

taught conflict 

resolution and 

mediation skills 

and are too often 

left resolving the 

situation with 

violence. Tension 

has reached an 

all-time high and 

many of us are in 

uncomfortable 

positions. In 

times like these, it’s hard to believe the Alabama Republican Party is voting on a bill that would give gun owners 

the right to carry a gun without a license in public. 

And they want to increase the White vote by speaking about banning race (Critical Race Theory) being taught in 

school.  Republicans can't change the people who vote, so they want to change who can vote. As uncomfortable as 

it may be, we must be Unafraid to speak Truth to Power.  We have a moral and ethical obligation to rise up, to 

stand up, to speak up, and to speak out.   

As congressman John Lewis said, “When you see something that is not right, not fair, not just, you have to speak 

up. You have to say something; you have to do something.” No matter how uncomfortable it might make you feel, 

do something about it!   Now, What are you going to do about it? 

 

Stop the School-to-Prison Pipeline!  The classroom image on p3  comes from  
http://rethinkingschools.aidcvt.com/archive/26_02/edit262.shtml 

 
“Children are being branded as criminals at ever-younger ages. Zero Tolerance in Philadelphia, a recent report by 
Youth United for Change and the Advancement Project, offers an example: 
Robert was an 11-year-old in 5th grade who, in his rush to get to school on time, put on a dirty pair of pants from 
the laundry basket. He did not notice that his Boy Scout pocketknife was in one of the pockets until he got to 
school. He also did not notice that it fell out when he was running in gym class. When the teacher found it and 
asked whom it belonged to, Robert volunteered that it was his, only to find himself in police custody minutes later. 
He was arrested, suspended, and transferred to a disciplinary school.” 
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Isabelle Nichols, 1st place 

 
Chaci Whitfield, 2nd place 

 
Saylor Stroble, 3rd place 

 

The 1st Annual  

                            

Shirley A. Justice 

  

 Essay Contest 

 

Thursday, February 24, 2022, 
Calhoun County Democrats held the 
first celebration of the Shirley A. Justice Memorial Essay Contest. This 
contest grew out of a wish to encourage more youth to engage on public 
issues and to develop communication skills that can serve them and their 
communities in later life. The essay contest honors Mrs. Shirley A. Justice, who died in 2020. She and her 
husband, Jim Justice, had wanted to give back to the Calhoun County community where they had built a 
successful business and raised their family. They planned and developed the Jim and Shirley A. Justice Center 
for these purposes. The Center is located at 812 Noble Street in Anniston. It serves as the headquarters for the 
Calhoun County Democrats. This year, the Center established this essay contest, modeled on a scholarship 
contest that Optimist International has run for decades.  
 
The contest was open to students, including home-schooled, in grades five thru twelve living in Calhoun and 
surrounding counties. Contestants submitted an essay of 700-800 words. The topic was “Is Voting a Right, 
Privilege or Responsibility? Why?” Judging considered organization and strength of argument, vocabulary, 
grammar, and style. First-, second-, and third-place winners received a cash award of $250, $125, and $50 
respectively, along with a medallion. All entrants received a certificate. Judges were Anne Phillips, a retired 
English teacher from Anniston High School; Jennifer Smith, retired English teacher from the Calhoun County 
schools; and David Ford, retired curator/assistant director of the Berman Museum. Sandy Stewart chaired the 
contest.  
 

Sheila Gilbert, chair of the Calhoun County Democratic Committee, gave a brief welcome. Jim Justice briefly 
told the background of the Jim and Shirley A. Justice Center. Jim Williams, who chaired Optimist essay and 
oratorical contests for several years, introduced winners and presented their awards. Isabelle Nichols, a home-
schooled student from Jacksonville, was First. Chaci Whitfield and Saylor Stroble, both students at Oxford High 
School, took Second and Third prizes. Each student then read her essay.  
 
Watch this space – we are going to hold both the Essay and Oratorical Contest again in the Fall. Contestants will 
have more lead time and we will be more ‘plugged’ into schools.  These young people are the leaders of our 
future and we are proud and excited to help provide them a ‘platform.’  
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Mercy Pilkington, 

Candidate, Commissioner 

District 2 

“But I didn’t vote for him…“   
Right now, the world is watching the early days of another large-scale, costly 

war breaking out in a place that has enjoyed some relative measure of peace 

for a few years. It’s shocking to see the tanks rolling in and the shells 

exploding, knowing that they’re being directed by a country that you had a 

tenuously comfortable relationship with. 

As endless clips roll past on television and social media, I’m struck by all the 

Ukrainian citizens who are pleading for an end to this before it goes too far, 

coupled with all of the Russian citizens who are speaking out against this 

atrocity. The demonstrations in the streets of Moscow are emotional and moving, but they’re also rage-

inducing. 

Why?  The common thread from Russian citizens is outcry, claims that this isn’t what they want, that this 

isn’t who they are. But they’ve known who their president is all this time… and they didn’t do anything to stop 

him. 

Before I sound too judgmental, we have exactly the same problem here. The US has had a problem with low 

voter turnout for far too long, especially in midterm elections. Our poor performance as voters is only eclipsed 

by our apathy towards getting to know our candidates or running for office. Those of us who do make an 

effort to vote often fall victim to bubbling in only one choice—the straight-party R or D—without really 

knowing what we’re getting ourselves into. 

We have to remember something important:   if we don’t go to the polls and vote, we did vote 

for that candidate. We voted with our absence by saying that whoever wins isn’t that important to us. We 

voted with our “get ‘er done” pen by choosing the party we think we like instead of the candidate who is going 

to do the best job. 

We saw this play out  in 2016 and again in 2020, and it led to people using catchy hashtags on social 

media like “Not My President.” Well, I have some bad news. If you’re a citizen or resident of this country, 

whoever occupies the White House is your president. If you’re from Alabama, these leaders are your governor 

and your state and federal legislature members. 

 

If you don’t like what they do, shouting from the rooftops that “this isn’t 
who we are“ falls on deaf ears. At the end of the day, you’re stuck with 
them. The only way to do something about it is to make sure you vote. 
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Dr. Lucy Williams 

 

 
John Winthrop and the pilgrims arriving. 

American Exceptionalism – Past or Future? 
 

‘American exceptionalism’ is a term – like Critical Race Theory – that some 
people casually throw around but with little sense of what it means. 
Recently Prof. Ben Gross at Jacksonville State University created an 
opportunity to explore this term in a very important way. As part of the 
Tocqueville lecture series he coordinates, Dr. Lucy Williams from Brigham 
Young University addressed this topic. Her lecture focused on the US 
Supreme Court. A key part of her presentation was identifying two 
different modes that strongly influence how we think about and react to 
many situations involving public policy. Not recognizing these different 
modes in discussions on a specific topic can lead to bitter disagreement. 
Acknowledging their presence may allow finding common ground and 
working toward practical resolution. These possibilities seem especially 
important in our hyper-polarized time. So, it seems worthwhile to lay out 

at least Dr. Williams’ basic ideas and invite others to think about what they mean.  
 
The definition of ‘American exceptionalism’ varies. However, it’s generally the idea that the US is historically 
unique. Often it includes belief that the US has a God-given superiority. For many, this definition includes the 
idea that the US has a special mission to produce positive good.  
 
Although not by name, this idea has a long history. Some 
scholars trace this idea as far back as the Pilgrims, who saw 
themselves creating a new society, freed from the corruption 
of European society. As John Winthrop said as his colonists 
reached New England in 1630, "’We shall be as a city upon a 
hill, the eyes of all people are upon us.’" Ronald Reagan 
popularized the phrase and the tie to Winthrop’s sermon. 
This idea of exceptionalism played a key role in the American 
Revolution and underlay ‘Manifest Destiny.’ That term, 

coined in 1845, captured the idea that the US 
should conquer and dominate North America 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. In the late 
1800s, the geographic scope expanded. The 
idea justified colonization in the Caribbean and 
Pacific. In the post-colonial world, American 
exceptionalism still justifies or demands 
American leadership in the world. It also infuses 
our prevailing view of ourselves and our place 

                                                                                                                 in the world.  

https://jackmillercenter.org/tocqueville-lecture-series-civil-rights-exceptionalism/
https://www.ushistory.org/us/3c.asp
https://www.neh.gov/article/how-america-became-city-upon-hill
https://foreignpolicy.com/2012/06/18/american-exceptionalism-a-short-history/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2012/06/18/american-exceptionalism-a-short-history/
https://www.history.com/topics/westward-expansion/manifest-destiny#:~:text=Manifest%20Destiny%2C%20a%20phrase%20coined,the%20entire%20North%20American%20continent.
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A unique contribution of Dr. Williams is identifying two conflicting modes within this core idea. She laid these 
out in a succinct video preview. One she calls ‘Accomplished’ exceptionalism. That view is essentially 
conservative, backward-looking. What makes us exceptional and especially good has already been achieved. 
That being so, our duty is to celebrate and preserve what we see as already established. This mode uses a 
selective, romanticized view of history. It emphasizes unity, praise, and celebration. She calls the other mode 
‘Aspirational’ exceptionalism. This view is progressive because we are always becoming. It is forward-looking. 
Our exceptionalism is conditional; it depends on what we do. Aspirational exceptionalism views history 
candidly. It subjects history to criticism. It looks at our failures as well as successes to see how we can and 
should do better. Aspirational exceptionalism emphasizes diversity and divisions. Aspirational exceptionalism 
is always demanding that we be ‘more.’  
 

Recognizing these different modes leads us to recognize how people who agree that we are historically unique 
and even that we have a special mission in world history can violently disagree on what to do. As Dr. Williams 
points out, the differences are often apparent in the language that people use. Accomplished exceptionalism 
speaks in terms of greatness that has already been achieved. It downplays or ignores gaps between what is 
and what others think should be. For example, on the subject of poverty, one person might stress how even 
most poor people still enjoy a standard of living that’s higher than most people in many nations and times. 
Another person, expressing aspirational exceptionalism, might stress how many people struggle to make ends 
meet, live without any economic security, and lack access to basic healthcare. This person would stress our 
national capacity and obligation to fix these privations. While the latter view would lead to a sense of urgency 
to change conditions, the former ‘normalizes’ the current conditions and reduces a sense of urgency.  
 

One way that this difference has been important is in how people talk about exceptionalism influences claims 
to being a ‘real American’ or ‘patriot.’ Generally, the language of accomplished exceptionalism – celebratory 
and uncritical – has dominated. People who’ve been critical have been accused of being unpatriotic and ‘not a 

https://www.facebook.com/TocquevilleLectureSeries/videos/493377075776163
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JIM WILLIAMS, CAPT, USN 

(RET.)/PH.D.  

 

real American.’ In her Ph.D. dissertation, Dr. Williams discussed how Mitt Romney tried to discredit Barack 
Obama because of Obama’s comments about the nation’s failure to improve in some areas. Romney accused 
Obama of not loving America enough and promised to be different. “'I will never, ever apologize for America 
... [and] will not surrender America’s role in the world [...]  If you do not want America to be the strongest 
nation on Earth, I am not your President.'” These accusations struck enough of a chord with the public that 
Obama felt obliged to assert his exceptionalist credentials directly: “'My entire career ... has been a testimony 
to American exceptionalism.'” [p. 4] Dr. Williams also discussed Colin Kaepernick’s decision to kneel during the 
national anthem as an example of aspirational exceptionalism. The widespread condemnation of Kaepernick’s 
actions is an example of how adopting the aspirational mode can label someone as ‘un-American’ and 
‘unpatriotic.’  
 

"Kaepernick’s physical gesture thus performed the deeply 
aspirational function of encouraging critical thought and 
reflection. It made viewers uncomfortable, challenged their 
expectations, and, in so doing, reminded them that not all 
citizens view the national anthem (or the country it 
represents) with the same, unqualified reverence. In addition, 
Kaepernick’s physical gesture highlighted cleavages both 
within the stadium and in the public writ large. Because 
standing during the national anthem is so routine, 
Kaepernick’s deliberate decision to sit marked him as separate 
and distinct from others present at the game. The gesture 
provided a tangible and visible marker of difference, and it 
reminded viewers in a very literal and visual way that the 
American polity is more divided than most are wont to 
believe. That this made so many uncomfortable, and that 
viewers responded by demanding that Kaepernick participate 
in the common ritual, suggests that as a whole, Kaepernick’s 
audience was not ready or willing to acknowledge the 
country’s internal divisions. But Kaepernick intended to 
highlight, foreground, and emphasize the country’s cleavages, and his aspirational performance—which created 
a symbolic physical disconnect on the field—allowed him to do just that. But while Kaepernick’s performance 
was critical, provocative, and revealing, it was also, like all aspirational rhetoric, laden with hope, admiration, 
and respect."  [p. 238] 

 

Much of what Democrats value and promote falls within the aspirational realm. The recording of Dr. Williams’ 
lecture will soon be available online. When it is, I hope others will view it to learn more about the differences 
within American exceptionalism. Understanding this mode helps us put things in a proper context. By doing 
so, we may help others accept needs for change and let all of us move forward together.  

 

 

  
 
Jim Will iams is a historian,  
educator, and community  
activist.  

 

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/8cd2f165#article_main
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Pam Howard, House  

District 40 candidate 

 
Will becoming so 
divided lead to us 

becoming more 
united? 

 

I have thought about this a lot lately.  Our nation has become so divided.  And I 

don’t mean we have different opinions about fiscal responsibility and deficit spending, I mean open hate 

complete with ugly words, false accusations and ended friendships.  It has been hard to watch.   

 

On a national level we are seeing 

members of our government speak 

favorably of Vladimir Putin and his 

ruthless attempt to take over the 

Democratic nation of Ukraine while 

speaking at a White Nationalist event.   

 

We see efforts made to make it as 

difficult as possible to vote and to 

destroy faith in our elections.   

 

We see members of our communities 

willing to disrupt our supply chain, our 

healthcare system, and our school 

systems over being told they had to 

wear a mask in public to protect each 

other from a virus that  has killed 

almost 950,000 Americans. 

 

At a state level we see our legislators working to dismantle our education system by offering parents tax dollars 

to take their children out of public education.  They offer no explanation for what this will do to the benefits of 

retired educators or what cuts will be made in the schools losing funding. 

 

We see the same legislators choose not to listen to law enforcement agencies and go forward with eliminating 

the requirement for a permit to carry a concealed weapon in public.  Last year over 6000 permits were denied in 

Alabama because of criminal history or mental health issues.  Gun death numbers in Alabama are some of worst 

in the nation and are rising. 

 

We see legislation that will take healthcare choice out of the hands of the patient and physician.  Trans children 

will not be able to get the healthcare their parents and doctors feel is the best thing for their physical and mental 
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health.  There is a bill to make it a crime to prescribe or take a morning after pill after a rape, or at any time that 

is the choice of the patient and their doctor.   

 

Is there a bright side to all of this?  You have to look pretty hard, but I think there might be. 

 

As news of these far-reaching bills start to sink in and people begin to understand that their own lives will be 

affected, will they start to rethink their vote?  As schools struggle to keep teachers and former educators begin 

to watch their retirement funds be cut, will they open their eyes? 

 

Healthcare providers are concerned about government overreach putting them in a position of having to 

consider legal consequences for providing the care needed by their patients. 

 

Law enforcement officers and their families are 

wondering why they should be put in more 

danger every day on the job, as well as the 

communities they are sworn to serve and 

protect. 

 

I can’t say it is a huge wave, but there is a 

crack in the blind loyalty to extremism on 

either side.   

 

There are also more young people than ever 

before paying attention to things my generation 

ignored until they were much older.  It is their 

future, and they are becoming invested in having a 

say in what that future will be. 

 

At this time, as tempting as it is to rage against the 

system that is working so hard to dismantle the 

best of America, let’s try to focus on being the 

voice of reason.  Let’s be the ones to start 

discussions that open minds and doors.  Let’s be 

the ones who work to shift the focus to our 

common ground rather than our differences.   

Let’s be the adults in the room. 
 

 

I am not saying don’t speak out.  Do that loudly and often.  Just try to make sure the focus of 

your words isn’t to widen our divisions, but to shrink them.  As the saying goes…. United we 

Stand, Divided we Fall. 
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Legitimate political discourse, 

from a historical perspective 

Dear Editor: 

The Republican National Committee voted to 

censure Representatives Liz Cheney and Adam 

Kinzinger for participating in the inquiry into the 

deadly riot at the U.S. Capitol. 

The committee declared the Jan. 6 attack as “legitimate political discourse.” 

Five people died during the “walking tour” and “discourse.” 

 

Damage to taxpayers’ property was estimated to be $1.5 million, while total cost for the 

“tour and discourse” was estimated at $500 million. 

Other examples of legitimate political discourse: 

• The assassination of Tiberius Gracchus, 133 BC; 

• The assassination of Julius Caesar, 3/15/44 BC; 

• The storming of the Bastille, 7/14/1789; 

• The storming of Versailles 10/6/1789; 

• The storming of the Tuileries Palace 8/10/1792; 

• The burning of the Tuileries Palace 5/23/1871; 

• The burning of Washington, by British Tourists 8/24/1814 

• The storming of the Winter Palace 10/26/1917; 

• The burning of the Reichstag 2/27/1933; 

• The storming of the U.S. Capitol 1/6/2021. 

 

Don’t be surprised when the GOP criticizes the findings of the 

Congressional Committee investigating Jan. 6, as Critical Race 

Theory. 

 

G. M. Wigley, Oxford 



13 

 

 

 
Pam Howard, District 40 candidate 

February Update From the Campaign Trail 
Hi all!  Wanted to let you know we are working hard to be ready to kick our campaign into overdrive as we 
approach the Primary election in May.  Although I am not on the ballot until November, I think it is important 
to be three steps ahead of my opponent when we know who that will be. 
 

I have been meeting with community leaders, with Karen by my side to keep me on schedule.  I have learned a 
lot about budgets, relationships between different entities and concerns of citizens.  We are getting educated 
about the resources available and areas to work on for all levels of education, from Pre-K to Higher Education 
and Trade Certification programs. 
 

There are forums coming up which will give us all the opportunity to learn about candidates and their 
positions on issues that affect us all.  I strongly urge you to attend all that you can.  There are two forums 
coming up for House District 40.  One on April 7th at the Oxford Performing Arts Center at 6:30pm.  This forum 
is being hosted by the Jacksonville Journal.  I was invited to participate in this forum but have declined.  I feel 
this is the time for Republicans to hear from and choose their nominee and my participation would change the 
focus from them debating each other to all debating me.  I will attend this event and hope you join me. 
 

The second forum is hosted by the Chamber of Commerce and will take place on April 26th at 5:30pm at the 
Jacksonville Community Center.  As with the previous forum, I will not be participating, but have been invited 
to introduce myself and say a few words. 
 

Thank you to all of you who have offered your support and invested in my campaign.  We have exciting plans 
in the works for the summer and fall.  I am hoping some of you will be able to help.   
 

More news soon. Pam 
 
 

Serving The Community 
 

•  I have been part of the Calhoun County community 
since 1996.   

•  I am a Business Owner, Community Activist, member 
and/or officer of several organizations including the  

o   Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce,  
o   2nd Chance Executive Board - Vice President,  
o   Alabama Arise, Calhoun County Democratic 

Committee - Treasurer,  
o   Alabama Democratic Women,  
o   Alabama Democratic Reform Caucus - Steering 

Committee. 
 

•  I am married with 3 children and 5 grandchildren. 

•  I don't see the job as just writing, supporting and voting 
on bills, but being part of the team that moves the district forward.  

•  I believe it is time for District 40 to have representation in our State Government that is 
accessible, accountable, and transparent.   

•  If you share that belief, I am asking for your vote.  
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Pictured are most of our cooks and supporters for 
the Meal Train program.  Carsie Evans, program 
coordinator is shown in the middle.  Over 1,100 
meals have been prepared and delivered by this 
group. 

 

Calhoun County Democratic Women support RMC 

Mealtrain Program for the COVID Staff 

 
 

 

 
 

They have sacrificed more than we’ll ever 

know and continue to treat each patient as if 

they are the ‘only’ patient.  They fight ‘til the 

end.  UPDATE: 7 March – there are only 5 

people on the COVID staff!!! 
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THE CALCODEM MARCH MEETING WILL BE THE 4TH THURSDAY 

OF THE MONTH AS WE ENCOURAGE CALHOUN COUNTY 

DEMOCRATS TO ATTEND THE SENATE DISTRICT 12  CANDIDATE 

FORUM TO SUPPORT OUR OWN 
 

DANNY MCCULLARS. 
 

THE FORUM WILL BE MARCH 17T H  AT 6:30  PM AT THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMPLEX. 
 
City of Jacksonville, Alabama… 
Will co-host the Senate District 12 candidate forum with The Calhoun County Journal! Be sure to save the date 
for March 17 at 6:30 p.m. at the Public Safety Complex in the municipal courtroom. Want to ask the 
candidates a question? Follow the handy link below to visit the Journal's website and submit a question via the 
form provided (be sure to use the Senate forum form on the page). 
https://calhounjournal.com/elections/candidate-forum/  We will post details about other forums as they get 

closer       
 

              

https://www.facebook.com/JacksonvilleAL?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVVtdN0Q_R7SPJgvqvijlgB7FPCxO3z-9UDjcbNAps9TPROs1VGoviVqx0ufbPfVMA-cwsv7bt-UnT_JH5sMoUcrskMsunkgEIonObtptFJtrLALo9xY-wswYM4zTKTRq0DchAKwpfQ7xzw0qf8Bq2rstc_P0Gy1IOTpGzOxwpQ3w&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/calhounjournal/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVVtdN0Q_R7SPJgvqvijlgB7FPCxO3z-9UDjcbNAps9TPROs1VGoviVqx0ufbPfVMA-cwsv7bt-UnT_JH5sMoUcrskMsunkgEIonObtptFJtrLALo9xY-wswYM4zTKTRq0DchAKwpfQ7xzw0qf8Bq2rstc_P0Gy1IOTpGzOxwpQ3w&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://calhounjournal.com/elections/candidate-forum/?fbclid=IwAR12aeH6LKCxEBIwXa_TyAOhbOKEmvgarEDRrmLHMtvi5TW5gYUZWwO_sTA
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CALHOUN COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CANDIDATE FORUMS 

County Commissioner –  
All Districts – April 7th 
Anniston City Meeting Center @ 5:30  
 
Candidate - District 1  
Fred Wilson-D  
 
Candidate - District 2  
Danny Shears-R  
Charity Beecham-R  
Mercy Pilkington-D 
  
Candidate - District 3  
Carolyn Henderson-R  
Scott Martin-R  
 
Candidate - District 4  
JD Hess-R  
Terry Howell-R  
 
Candidate-District 5  
Lee Patterson-R  
 

State Senate Forum –  
April 21st  
Oxford Civic Center @ 5:30  
 
Candidate  
Keith Kelley-R  
Wayne Willis-R  
Wendy Draper-R  
Danny McCullars-D  
 
 

US Senate Forum – April 25th  
Oxford Civic Center@ 5:30  
 
Candidate  
Katie Brltt-R  
Mike Durant-R  
Mo Brooks-R  
Karla Dupriest-R  
Jake Schafer-R  
Lillie Boddie-R  
Brandaun Dean-D  
Will Boyd-D  
Lanny Jackson-D  

Victor Keith Williams - D  
Jarmal Jabbar Sanders - I  
Richard Bowers - I  
 

AL House of Representatives  
Seat District 40 – April 26th  
Jacksonville Community Center @ 5:30  
 
Candidate  
Gayla Blanton-R  
Julie Borrelli-R  
Katie Exum-R  
Chad Robertson-R  
Bill McAdams-R  
Bill Lester-R  
Jakob Williamson-R  
Pam Howard-D  
 
 

Al House of Representatives  
Seat District 29 – May 10th  
Piedmont High School Cafeteria @ 5:30  
 
Candidate  
Jamie Grant-R  
Mark Gidley-R  

 


