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‘THESE ARE THE TIMES THAT TRY MEN'S SOULS’ – THE BIG
LIE, HISTORY AS EULOGY, AND LOYALTY OVER TRUTH
Jim Williams
In December, 1776, Thomas Paine, author of Common Sense,
published a collection of essays named The American Crisis. It began
"THESE are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and
the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their
country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of
man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we
have this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more
glorious the triumph." Almost seven more years of war against Great
Britain followed. That ended in independence of the new, United
States of America.

Today, almost 250 years later, we are again in a time that tries men’s souls. There is a real fear that the fate of
the nation – at least the democracy that is a precious aspect – is in great danger. This time, the threat of
tyranny comes from within – from forces that would create an authoritarian government.
A key part of this threat comes from widespread belief in The Big Lie that the 2020 election was ‘stolen’ from
Donald Trump – that he, not Joe Biden, is the legitimate President. Repeated recounts and investigations of
supposed voter fraud have failed to turn up any evidence of this ‘steal.’ Still, millions of
(Cont’d on p4)
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- Sheila Gilbert, Chair, Calhoun County Democratic Executive Committee
Dear Calhoun County Democrats:
I absolutely love to watch Alabama Public TV…APT. Alabama became the first state in
the nation with an educational television network, making its first broadcast as a
network in April, 1955.
Their programs are exceptional in so many ways and we are fortunate to have a choice
of such educational and entertaining programs, BUT I get aggravated with their oh-sooften Fundraising Promotions. The interruptions, usually during the best part of an ongoing program, go on
forever and ever with all the many reasons we should donate to Public Broadcasting, etc., etc. I tolerate the
long spiels, usually having time to fold a load of clothes, empty the dishwasher and other tasks before returning
to the program at hand. They talk about sustaining donations to inspire, educate, entertain, and inform -- but
they suggest, programs don’t just happen. It takes support from a cadre of individuals to help keep APT
operating, etc. On and on.
I’m not criticizing APT at all, but I’m a little envious at their technique of inspiring individuals (and
corporations, etc.) to donate money to their cause. I am one of those proud people. Like I said at the beginning,
I love APT and appreciate what it provides us.
The other night while watching I started thinking that APT support is not so different from the needs of the
Calhoun County Democrats. We rely solely on individuals (not corporations) to support us. We do provide
education, information and, I hope, inspiration. Like APT being in existence since 1955, and representing a
designated group of viewers, the Calhoun County Democrats also represent a select group of people and we are
the ONLY group in Calhoun County representing the Democratic Party. We exist at the mercy of those
donating money to keep us working for the Democratic Party in Calhoun County. Several key items for which
dependable (recurring) financial support is especially needed are:
Candidate Recruitment
Candidate Support
Local/Regional Seminars
Advertising – Social Media/Print
Power / Water / Internet
Office Supplies/Copier Expenses
Kitchen Supplies
Grounds Maintenance
Monthly Lease payments
One of the things on the ‘wish list’ is a desktop computer for the reception area. Volunteers bring their laptops
from home, but it would be extremely helpful to have a dedicated computer for the HQ.
This brings me to the point of asking each of you to strongly consider being a “sustaining” contributor to the
Calhoun County Democrats. It is easy, safe and would be extremely appreciated in developing our yearly
budget.
ActBlue is the Democratic vehicle most of us use to make a monthly recurring donation. Read more on pages 9
and 10 to start a recurring donation. You will be joining other wonderful CalCoDems who have decided to use
this method to support their local Democratic Party.
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JAMES BALDWIN ONCE SAID
“NOTHING CAN BE CHANGED UNTIL IT'S FACED”
Many of us watched the national televised address of President Joe Biden a few months
ago to Congress and the nation. The President’s speech was a breath of fresh air, it was
nice to hear civility, humility, and just plain common sense as he spoke to the American
people. There was a sense of hope and change in his words that lifted our spirits, that we
as citizens should believe that our government cares about us as taxpayers. The President
spoke of many things just to name a few, infrastructure which would help improve the
Vernon Presley
condition of our roads and bridges. He also said that the American Recovery Act would
support rebuilding our airports, worn out water and sewer system that has lead in most of
its lines, help to get broad band Internet to rural areas, an increase in the minimum wage, and expanding the Affordable
Care Act, so that health insurance is easier to get. The President said that he would listen to science and medical experts
concerning how to combat the coronavirus. Following their advice has helped many of us from getting sick - or worse dying.
Aren't we glad President Biden didn't suggest that we ingest bleach into our bodies as you know who suggested we do?
President Biden spoke on a variety of topics that he would like to implement. One thing I noticed in particular - was
Systematic racism in our nation. We have a race problem in this country, and Congress should face it. We need action on
many levels, not just talking points.
Admittedly Black and Brown people of color have been
discriminated against for way to long now. When the President
finished his address to Congress and the nation, The
Republicans response was given by Senator Tim Scott of South
Carolina. He stated among other ridiculous things that America
is not racist, or there is no racism in this country. The truth of the
matter is that some form of racism or discrimination happens
every day to Black and Brown or people of color. In the life of
Blacks and people of color day to day living is often filled with
some of the following conditions:
You are treated with less courtesy than other people
You are treated with less respect than other people
You often receive poorer services than other people
in restaurants, stores, financial institutions etc.
Some people act as if you are not intelligent,
some act as if they are afraid of you, and
some act as if they're better than you.
You are called names, insulted to your face, or talked about when you leave the area,
and finally, you are threatened or harassed with some using the N- word.

We are always underestimated, undervalued, and marginalized. In little and
subtle ways people of color have had their dignity chipped away on a daily
basis. Just maybe we can - with some effort from each of us - help make our
country not White America nor Black America but the United States of
America. Now let's do something about it!!

Vernon Presley, Vice Chair, Calhoun County Democratic
Executive Committee
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‘THESE ARE THE TIMES THAT TRY MEN'S SOULS’ –
THE BIG LIE, HISTORY AS EULOGY,
AND LOYALTY OVER TRUTH
Jim Williams, (continued from p. 1)
Americans accept – rather, embrace – The Big Lie. Hundreds of elected officials feed this lie and base policy
changes – largely, voter suppression – on it.
The prevalence and strength of this belief, contrary to clear evidence, baffle and alarm most of us who fear
the threat of authoritarianism. We wrestle with three questions:
What makes The Big Lie so attractive and powerful?
How do we understand and respond to the untruths in the political arena?
How can we change the practical balance to protect ourselves from falling off the edge into
authoritarianism?
Here I want to offer at least a partial explanation of why The Big Lie is so powerful and point toward a way we
can help preserve a balance that maintains our democracy.
The starting point for understanding The Big Lie’s power lies with two authors. One, Clint Smith, is a Black staff
writer for The Atlantic magazine. In “Why Confederate Lies Live On” he described a visit to one of the largest
Confederate cemeteries. "I spent the day with the Sons of Confederate Veterans as they celebrated Memorial
Day, and listened as they told me a story about the Civil War and American history that was very different
than the one I knew, the one that was grounded in reality. What became clear was that, for many of them,
history isn’t the story of what actually happened, it is just the story they want to believe. It is not a public
story we all share, but an intimate one, passed down like an heirloom, that shapes their sense of who they
are. Confederate history is family history, history as eulogy, in which loyalty takes precedence over truth."

‘WHEN PEOPLE ENCOUNTER INFORMATION THAT CONFLICTS WITH THEIR EXISTING BELIEF,
THEY DOUBLE DOWN ON THEIR BELIEF, RATHER THAN CHANGING IT’.
Those of us raised and habituated to think in terms of verifiable facts and logic generally recoil at people
thinking and acting the way Smith describes. Casting aside the latent, if not explicit racism involved in the
situation Smith describes, we ask how anyone can be that way. Daniel Kahneman, who received a Nobel Prize
for his pioneering work in behavioral economics, gives an answer – although a disturbing one. Rather than our
neutrally taking in information, which we then process through a filter of logic to reach a conclusion –
Kahneman found that we generally start with a conclusion. When pushed to defend that, we pull up ‘reasons’
that support that conclusion. The major driving force in this process is the wish to preserve a favorable image
of ourselves – fitting a story of ourselves as we want to see it. In short, our real behavior fits the old, joking
saying ‘Don’t confuse me with facts. My mind’s made up.’ Kahneman’s description of the process explains a
common pattern: When people encounter information that conflicts with their existing belief, they double
down on their belief, rather than changing it.
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The process as Kahneman describes it, along with
the views and patterns that Clint Smith describe,
goes a long way to explaining how strong
Trump’s Big Lie about the stolen election is and
how it’s shaping the GOP. Rep. Liz Cheney’s
removal as chair of the House Republican
Conference proves beyond a doubt that it’s now
far more important to be loyal to the lie than to
insist on the truth. That’s true even though the
GOP’s own polling in key districts showed that
Trump’s unfavorable rating was 15 points higher
than his favorable among likely voters. The GOP
was afraid to tell this truth even to its own
elected officials. The major GOP leadership has bet that, for the 2022 elections, it’s more important to fuel
the lie to rally its base than to tell the truth to appeal to a larger electorate.

‘THE TIME TO DO THIS WORK ISN’T RIGHT BEFORE THE 2022 ELECTION. THAT’S TOO LATE’.
So, what’s to be done? That’s the hard question. For hardcore Fox News watchers or people who depend
mainly on social media or even more unreliable sources like OAN and Newsmax for their information – there’s
probably little that will change their minds. Certainly, confronting or belittling them won’t work. The main goal
of Trumpist Republicans today is to hold onto power where they have it and try to weaken their opponents to
gain power where they don’t have it. Their main focus is upcoming state/local elections and federal elections
in 2022. The Washington Post reported on May 13 that the 2020 election had the highest turnout of any
election in 120 years, with “a broad surge across demographics.” “Increases were especially high among
groups who historically voted at lower rates.” These changes clearly rattled Trumpist Republicans. Using bogus
claims of fraud and protecting the integrity of elections, GOP-controlled legislatures have worked hard to
suppress voting – trying to keep as many non-GOP voters away from the ballot box as possible. So, the most
important action is likely to be encouraging and energizing the kinds of voters who came out in 2020. Those
are independents, Republicans who aren’t wedded to The Big Lie, and – above all – people who lean/vote
Democrat. They are also younger and people of color. We have to make these people understand that both
their selfish and our national interests depend on their turning out, no matter how inconvenient voting
becomes. The time to do this work isn’t right before the 2022 election. That’s too late. The Alabama
Democratic Party, along with similarly-minded groups and organizations across the country, are starting now
and will work all the way up through election day 2022. While we don’t have federal or statewide elections in
Alabama right now, we can help bring out people where there are elections – state, local, and special elections
for Congress. They all matter. Let’s do it!

Jim Williams
Community Volunteer
and Activist
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“PATRIOTISM IS BIGGER THAN PERSON, PARTY OR STATE”
Since the Republican Party has split into many groups after Trump’s defeat, they will
always have the responsibility of being a basic citizen of these United States and
promote our democratic form of government.

Amos Kirkpatrick,
Attorney at Law

I suggest patriotism is bigger than person, party or state. Our national interest is
where our sight should be focused. If you are patriotic and believe the national
interest should be our greatest priority - why not join patriotic Democrats who
believe in the progressive agenda outlined by President Biden to put our country first
with all citizens respected and treated equally under the law. This is the right thing to
do. Think about it!

WHAT? CalCoDem monthly Zoom meeting
WHEN? Thursday, May 20th at 6:00 pm
WHERE? The comfort of your own home 😊
WHY? Former Alabama Governor Don Siegelman joins CalCoDems!
HOW? The link to the registration is on our web page at calhouncountydemocrats.com, on our FB page and if we have
your email address – you have already received it by email.

ZOOM!

House keeping notes: Please avoid the habits
of some of the Zoom meeting attendees to
the left. As a courtesy to others – please be
attentive and avoid engaging in activities that
could be distracting to others.
There’s usually a few minutes at the
beginning of the meeting to greet others and
there’s time allotted at the end of the official
meeting to chat and socialize. Everybody
LOVES socializing, catching up with each
other, and seeing children and pets!
Especially children and pets, lol! HEADS UP –
THE MEETING WILL BE RECORDED 😊
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Pam Howard, Treasurer

Those of you who know me will not be surprised, but I am going to run for House Representative in 2022. I
have been asked several times why I would “go through that again?” and the answer is simple. I want the job.
It’s not ego. It’s not a stepping-stone to a higher office. It is simply that we haven’t had true representation
for East Alabama in decades. There are six representatives who have all or part of their districts in Calhoun
County, and I haven’t seen any of them working for the people who elected them. Many areas of the state are
booming, and in District 40 we are losing businesses and population. For that to change someone has to be
willing to step up and speak out. My question to you is “What has YOUR representative done for you in the
last four years (or the last ten).
My priorities have not changed. Healthcare, Education and Jobs. I have no intention to work on feel good bills
that sound good but have no substance. I will not work on bills intended to legislate morality or restrict rights.
I will not hide. Representatives must be accessible and involved in their communities. They must find a way
to work for all of the people in their district. The job is not just to write, support and vote on bills, but to be
part of the team that moves their district forward.

CALHOUN COUNTY IS GETTING ZERO BECAUSE NO ONE WORKED ON IT!
For District 40 in Calhoun County, I want to work to get broadband to our rural areas. There was 17 million
dollars allocated to Alabama for rural broadband in the stimulus program. Some counties are getting
hundreds of thousands of dollars. Calhoun County is getting zero because no one worked on it! That is not
acceptable. Broadband expansion is critical to small businesses, education, tele-doc services and so much
more.
We need to recruit industry and the supporting businesses that come along with it. We must change the
mindset that new businesses will only come to Oxford. At the same time, we must let new employers know
that we expect them to pay fair wages and provide benefits, while we do all we can to help them succeed.
We must work for Medicaid expansion. This would provide affordable healthcare to over 300,000 working
Alabamians. It would help to save our rural hospitals and create thousands of jobs.
We also have to be honest about the fact that running as a Democrat is an uphill battle. I have been
approached by more than one elected official asking me to consider running as a Republican. They see me as
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an electable candidate, but they tell me I CAN’T win as a Democrat. Frustrating is an understatement, but I
have never been someone who believes the end justifies the means and will not compromise my integrity.
That being said - I am going to need your help. I need volunteers. Specifically, I will be looking for someone to
help manage my website and social media. I will need door knockers, post card writers, phone bankers and I
need you to talk to voters in my district to let them know I want to work for them, regardless of their politics. I
hope to have a strong team to work on the student vote at JSU. I also need financial support. I will begin
fundraising soon and hope you will find it in your hearts to support an underdog. I personally don’t think it is
impossible, but it will be a challenge.

WHETHER YOU LIVE IN MY DISTRICT OR NOT,
MY VOTE IN THE HOUSE CHAMBER CAN WORK FOR YOU.
Together we can make a better future for our children and grandchildren. So get ready. It’s time to ELECT
PAM HOWARD – REPRESENTATIVE.

Karen Barwick and Jim Williams meeting with Pam Howard

Money doesn’t grow on trees ☹
Help Pam so she can help us!
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OPINIONS. EVERYBODY’S GOT ONE. HERE’S MINE:
WHITE PRIVILEGE IS REAL
My dad turned 17 in December and I was born in February. Mother would turn 19 in May. Both worked at Blue
Mountain Cotton Mill. Living with my Grandmother, or her living with us, I never knew. It didn’t matter. She was
my ‘Mama.’
My Grandmother would talk about her ‘Negro’ lady friend she worked with in the mill and often picked cotton from
the fields with. I begged until my Grandmother took me into the cotton fields with her. She had a really long
cotton sack that trailed 8 or 10 ft behind her as she picked. I started out with my own sack, but it didn’t take long
until I asked if I could add my bits of cotton to her sack. I hadn’t started school yet and probably weighed about 35
lbs. About as much as a 6’ cotton sack weighed when it was full.
A 6’ cotton sack. Photo courtesy
eBay Seller bestmanwins

This photo is courtesy of Gideon Seniors 1959

We lived in the ‘mill village.’ Mother worked 3rd shift and my Grandmother
worked 1st. That meant that my Grandmother would leave me sleeping as
she walked down the railroad track to the mill, leaving her youngest son at
the house also. Mother would be getting off her shift at the same time and heading home after a long, hard night.
As a 5 or 6 yr old, I’d be full of ‘spit and vinegar’ and ready to play…..
When you’re young you ‘see’ the difference between black and white crayons and black and white skin. But you
don’t think that one color is any better than the other – unless and until you are told. Or until you see/hear people
being treated differently because of their skin color.
Still at age 5 or 6, I caught the bus into town with my Grandmother every week or so. She’d pay bills, or if one of
her adult children ‘needed’ money, we’d go to a ‘loan company.’ My Grandmother felt less of a person by asking
for money, so we’d go into the alley and climb the tall stairs to the back door, which was hard for her.
On a good week, we’d do a little shopping in a five and dime 😊. I liked climbing onto the bus and my Grandmother
would let me put the change in the coin holder, seems like it might have cost 15 cents. One day we got on the bus
and my Grandmother saw a ‘colored woman’ she worked with and slid into the seat in front of her so they could
chat. The bus driver humiliated the black woman by making her move farther back on the bus. My grandmother
felt like it was her fault for sitting so close to her. We never rode the bus after that. Though it cut deeply into her
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pocketbook and our shopping – we took a taxi
into town. Mama was ‘protesting’ in her own
quiet, small way. That made an impression that
stuck with me.

Inside old Ritz Theatre and the longed for balcony!

As a ‘pre-teen,’ I’d join my friends on a trip into
town for a movie. Sometimes our ‘entry fee’ was
RC Cola bottle caps or empty Golden Flake potato
chip bags. The girls had just started noticing boys
– but the boys hadn’t noticed us yet, lol! If you
had $1 you could ride the bus, get into the movie,
have an egg salad sandwich at a local lunch
counter, and maybe - just maybe - have enough
change left to go to the five and dime store.

We giggled as we stood in line at the Ritz Theatre
on Noble Street – mostly because that’s what young girls did! I could see black children of the same age, standing
in line at a ‘side’ door. It didn’t take long to realize that the black children weren’t allowed to use the front
entrance. But as they peppered us with popcorn – I wondered why they were privileged enough to GET TO sit in
the balcony – and the white kids HAD TO sit in the
main seating area. Oh, how I longed to sit in the
balcony so I could toss popcorn down below!

Lots of white faces at the counter, being served by a black person.

As a flag bearer in the band at Saks High School,
we marched in the Christmas Parade down Noble.
Back in the day – we wore the same costumes as
the majorettes – and they were skimpy for that
time period! Lots of bare arms and legs made
good targets for ‘spit balls’, blown from a straw,
mostly coming from the West side of the street.
The crowds gathered on Noble Street for the
parade and came from the side of town they lived
in. The West side of the street was filled largely
with black people. The East side of the street was

filled mostly with white people. I didn’t completely understand
that – we lived on the West side of town. The difference was
the color of our skin. I was catching on.
After graduation, I was hired at Anniston Army Depot, working
in a building outside the security gate. My job was to sort job
applications. I’d sort them and put them into stacks. I sorted
by address, zip code, high school, etc. Much later, there was
talk about ‘racial discrimination’ – it dawned on me. I’d been
sorting job applications based on color of skin. That likely meant
that many of those applications never got considered. I was
eighteen years old. A pattern was developing.
To be continued….. Beverly Williams
Please join me in sharing your own experience. We need to talk and
start a conversation. Even if we don’t know exactly what to say.

Whites harassing young blacks for sitting at a food counter.
The situation escalated after this photo.
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Worth Mentioning…..
Since December 2020, Calhoun County Democrat women have been providing meals weekly to
the COVID-19 Staff at RMC. Several members have been providing meals individually since late
last fall. When we decided to ‘join forces’ we cooked and delivered meals for 41 staff members
covering 4 Covid units. The good news is that number is down to 1 unit, 9 staff members and 4
Covid patients.
We tried to cook ‘themed’ meals when we could 😊! Please enjoy a few photos of the
deliveries! Though we are going to miss the RMC Staff, we are looking ahead at different ways
we can reach out and help the community.

Beverly Williams
Newsletter Editor
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We ZOOMED with Former
Governor Don Siegelman last night!
It was a great meeting, and we learned a lot about how the judicial system works, and oftentimes - doesn’t work. We
have the recording of the meeting and will share it on the website at calhouncountydemocrats.com in the next couple of
days! (When we post something on our website – that automatically generates an email to YOU. Those posts are well
worth reading. Several people have ‘unsubscribed’ from the notices, and we hate that ☹. However, our goal is to
INFORM and update our group – not to spam anyone.)
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Most of us have been vaccinated and many of us still wear masks when we are mixing with others. Do
whatever makes YOU most comfortable. Look forward to seeing you IN PERSON in June 😊 It’s
been a minute, lol!
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