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EXAMPLE OF GERRYMANDERING: AL HOUSE DIST. 36 IS MADE UP OF
46,065 PEOPLE, SPREAD THROUGHOUT THREE COUNTIES: CALHOUN,
TALLADEGA AND ST. CLAIR
2021 REDISTRICTING UPDATE:
THE ALABAMA LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMITTEE MET FOR THE 1ST TIME IN
2021 ON MAY 5TH. THE STATE EXPECTS TO RECEIVE "WORKING NUMBERS/DATA"
AKA LEGACY-FORMAT DATA FROM THE CENSUS ON AUGUST 16, 2021. IT WILL TAKE 5
DAYS FOR THEM TO DOWNLOAD THE DATA AND THEN 6-8 WEEKS TO COME UP WITH
PROPOSED MAPS. THE HARD DATA AKA NEW-FORMAT REDISTRICTING DATA IS STILL NOT
DUE UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30TH. THEY HOPE TO HAVE MAPS DONE, PUBLIC MEETINGS HELD IN
TIME FOR A SPECIAL SESSION ON OR ABOUT OCTOBER 18, 2021 TO VOTE ON THE MAPS. IT
WOULD THEN GO TO THE GOVERNOR FOR HER APPROVAL.
MOST OF THE MEETING WAS SPENT IN DISCUSSING THE 2021 PROPOSED GUIDELINES AND
THEN APPROVED--THERE ARE BASICALLY NO SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES FROM 2011.
THE

ISSUE OF PUBLIC MEETING DATES AND PLACES WAS PUNTED TO PERHAPS THE NEXT

MEETING. THERE IS A PROPOSAL THAT THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS WILL MEET IN MONTGOMERY FOR THESE MEETINGS WHICH WILL BE
VIDEOED FROM APPROX. 16 COMMUNITY COLLEGES THROUGHOUT THE STATE WHERE THE PUBLIC WILL BE.

Cont’d on p. 6

1

Have you noticed all the NOW HIRING signs
posted everywhere? What if we put a
NOW HIRING sign Outside the
Calhoun County Democratic Headquarters?
Sheila Gilbert, Chair,
Calhoun County
Democratic Executive
Commitee

We might want to add…
No Republicans Need Apply!

Why would we want to say that? It sounds a little cruel and excluding, doesn’t it?
My reasoning would be that Republicans seem to gravitate toward cruelty…as recently described by Josh Moon in
the Alabama Reporter where he describes a certain faction of Alabamians being comfortable with cruelty while
putting “those people” in their place…...minorities of any sort, Blacks, LGBTQ people, Asians, the disabled, the
poor, homeless, Hispanics. Sadly, Mr. Moon is right on target. How many of you remember the terribly cruel antiimmigration bill the Alabama Republicans pushed several years ago which ended up terrifying young children
thinking that they or their parents would be deported. Alabama didn’t have an immigration problem then and it
doesn’t today, but the cruel factor played into the decision of those lawmakers who were following the direction of
some right-wing conspiracy think-tank. For shame then and now as well. The regular legislative session has ended
for 2021 and the Republicans successfully found ways to block any good legislation which came up simply because
it was sponsored by a Democrat.

Does this sound like someone you would like to hire?
The Democratic legislation worked for a fair economy, but the Republicans believe in a Greed economy that only
benefits the elite. Consider the simple passing of Expanding Medicaid and look at the ones who opposed this.
Democrats believe the health care interests of families comes first, that public education is the backbone of a
strong economy, but Republicans believe education is a privilege, not a public good. It appears that Alabama’s
Republican controlled Legislature is taking its cues from Mitch McConnell and many other right-wing groups. What
a revelation it would be if we could convince them that, as Democrats believe, health care is a right, diversity is a
strength, the economy should work for everyone, and facts and truth matter. It takes a strong and principled
person to put their county, state and nation above their own personal interests and political comfort.
Maybe our sign could say:
NOW HIRING…CARING, PROGRESSIVE, INFORMED
INDIVIDUALS….. SELF-SERVING, UNINFORMED
AND BLIND SHEEP NEED NOT APPLY.
Will we ever have a strong Democracy again?
President Biden says we will,
Alabama Democratic Leaders say we will &
Calhoun County Democrats say we will.

BLUE IN ’22 IS STILL OUR GOAL.
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Down at the (Virtual) HQ….
It is mid-June, six months into the 2021 year. November of 2022 is seventeen months
away and it will be here before we can blink an eye.
I know we said the November 2020 election was the most important of our lifetime, and it
was … but November 2022 will be just as important, in my humble opinion. There are two
reasons: 1) We must break the Republican super majority in the Alabama Legislature; and
2) We must hold and increase Joe Biden’s slim majority in the U.S. House and Senate.
Dee Crumly, Director, HQ
The Republicans in the Alabama Legislature are continuing to pass laws which do nothing
and Compliance
to improve our state and instead, are moving the state backwards everyday they are in
control. Most importantly they are doing all they can to suppress the vote in the 2022 elections.

During the Legislature’s recent session, the republican super majority banned curbside voting; banned transgender
youth from competing in student athletics; failed to pass a proposed law that would have allowed all voters to vote by
absentee ballot; and passed a law banning the use of “vaccine passports”. These are just a few of the concerning actions
by our GOP lawmakers.
Alabama Congressman, Mo Brooks, is campaigning to replace Alabama’s Senator Shelby. Brooks is also a defendant in a
lawsuit to hold him accountable for his part in inciting the Jan 6th insurrection. Rather than show any remorse for his
actions on Jan. 6th, he has doubled down on the conspiracy theories. Mo Brooks is continuing to declare that the Nov.
2020 election was fraudulent, and that Trump actually won, if the fraudulent votes had not been counted.
A few days ago, the Jefferson County Republican Party hosted Michael Flynn (formerly Trump’s National Security
Advisory) as their headline speaker AFTER Flynn had stated that a Myanmar type military coup should happen in
America. Following Trump’s lead, he also endorsed Mo Brooks for Senator Shelby’s seat.
These are just a few of the critical things in our upside-down political world that must be corrected. This is what we are
still up against. I will admit that as I watched the horrifying events of Jan. 6th, the one tiny bright spot that flashed
through my mind, was that surely the events of that day would put an end to “Trumpism” once and for all. Sadly, I was
very wrong. The threats to our country and to our democracy continue to run rampant through the highjacked
Republican Party.
We must renew our efforts to root out the elements of Trumpism which we see every day in our own state and our
county. We do that by stepping out of our comfort zones. We do that by dedicating ourselves to working hard between
now and Nov. 2022. We must find democratic candidates to run against followers of Trumpism and then support them
to be elected; register new voters, like Georgia did; work in our neighborhoods to find voters who don’t always vote and
need encouragement. Learn what those sporadic voters need to help them get to the polls. Don’t wait until 2022. Be
working on these things NOW!
I know that we are still trying to come back from the horrible pandemic we have suffered. It’s important that we
complete the fight against this virus. The faster the virus is brought under control, the faster we can all have the clarity
to focus on electing Democrats. Things are improving, but there are still many concerns. Our vaccination percentage in
Alabama currently stands at 36% of people who have had at least one dose. So, the completely vaccinated percentage is
lower than that. We have the second lowest vaccine rate in the nation. If you have already been vaccinated, encourage
others who haven’t, to also be vaccinated. Help them find facts and medical expertise that will answer their questions
and resolve their hesitancy.
Please be thinking about what you can do to help make things better. Reach out to the Calhoun County Democrats with
your ideas. Also, if you need help finding facts and messaging points for sharing with family and friends, let us know and
we will find someone who can assist you.
Remember this: “One person can make a difference, and everyone should try.” (John F. Kennedy)
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Hello friends and fellow Democrats:
Just because something is difficult to accept –
doesn't mean you should refuse to accept it
The U.S. Senate Republicans, at least the majority of them, have refused to allow an
investigation (Commission to Investigate) into the January 6, 2021, insurrection of the
Capitol - where lawmakers were carrying out their civic responsibility in declaring Joe
Biden the President of the United States. The mob that tried to disrupt them and overthrow our government to make Trump President failed.
Many of these Republican Senators and Representatives that had to run and hide for
their lives are refusing to have
this mob investigated - shame on those hypocrites.

Vernon Presley, Vice Chair,
Calhoun County Democrats

Many of these Republicans have refused to allow the John Lewis Voting Rights Act to become law. Among other

things this law would make it easier to register and vote, not harder nor cheat with fraud at the polls.
Also the bill named after George Floyd has been stopped by Republicans Senators from becoming law. This law
would address the inequality in Law Enforcement around our country.
For decades, people of color have been systematically targeted. As many of us view the political landscape of our
country - it's not hard to see that the Republicans party has become the party of NO! They want to CANCEL every
effort (bills) put forth by the President and the Democratic Party. We all know these laws would help Red and Blue
states alike.
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Just because something is
difficult to accept doesn't
mean that you should refuse
to accept it.
For example, the history of
slavery is the history of the
United States. Slavery was
not peripheral to its
founding - it was central to
it. It was not irrelevant to
our contemporary society society created it. The
history is in our soil, in our
policy, and it must be in our
memories. In order for the
country to collectively move
forward, it is not enough to
have a patch work of places
that are honest about the history of Slavery – while at the same time we are surrounded by other places that
undermine that history.
There must be a collective endeavor to learn and confront the story of slavery, and how it shaped the world we live
in today.
Many of us can learn
this
history
from
scholars who have
unearthed generations
of evidence - proof of
all that slavery was. We
can also learn from the
voices of the enslaved
in the stories and
narratives they left
behind.
We can learn by
standing on the land
where it happened; by
remembering that land;
by marking that land,
and by not allowing
what happened there
to be forgotten.
Most importantly we need to listen - listen to our ancestors and families. When we sit down and have a
conversation with each other we have better insight. Some conversations are difficult to have and to accept, that
doesn't mean that we should refuse to have it.
Let’s Do Something About It. Vernon Presley
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Cont’d from p. 1

THE DEVIATION %

IN 2011 WAS 1% +/- AND HAS BEEN INCREASED TO 5% +/- WHICH SHOULD MAKE AN IMPROVED DIFFERENCE IN

THE DISTRICT CONFIGURATIONS.

ONCE THE DATA HAS BEEN DOWNLOADED, THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO COME TO THE REAPPORTIONMENT OFFICES ON FRIDAY
AFTERNOONS TO WORK ON THEIR OWN MAPS. THE COMMITTEE EXPECTS THAT IF YOU PROPOSE DIFFERENT MAPS, THEY MUST BE
STATEWIDE AND NOT JUST YOUR COUNTY.
EXAMPLE OF GERRYMANDERING: AL HOUSE DIST. 36 IS MADE UP OF 46,065 PEOPLE, SPREAD THROUGHOUT THREE COUNTIES:
CALHOUN, TALLADEGA AND ST. CLAIR (SHOWN IN SMALLER FORM ON THE FRONT PAGE)

Karen Barwick, Community
Leader and Activist

THIS IS A COMPLEX ISSUE AND DECISIONS MADE WILL BE WITH US FOR THE NEXT TEN YEARS. WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO PROVIDE INPUT
INTO THESE DECISIONS BUT WE’LL NEED TO BE PREPARED. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN GETTING INVOLVED, PLEASE LET BEVERLY
WILLIAMS KNOW (CALCODEM2019@GMAIL.COM) AND SHE CAN PUT YOU IN TOUCH WITH ME. THANKS, KAREN BARWICK
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When will we as a state stop
looking back?
Recent statistics show that Alabama ranks next to
last (above Mississippi) at 29% of citizens who have
taken at least one vaccine shot against the Coronapandemic. At this rate, our state is still in pandemic
mode, and is a danger to its citizens and visitors.

Amos L. Kirkpatrick,
Atty at Law

On most social issues, Alabama always rate at the bottom, or near the bottom, when compared with other
states. Why is this? Could it be because of arrogance? Could it be because of ignorance? Could it be because
of stupidity? Could it be because of bad leadership?
Answer: Probably a combination of all the above, but one factor that stands out to me is that the Republican
leadership of the state — from The Governor to the US Senators, US Representative, state senators and
representatives, and local leaders — failed to push/promote the vaccine as a positive goal for the state, and
urge the citizens to actively participate in promoting this worthy cause for all of us.
Now we have to suffer embarrassment, at the bottom of the well, due to bad Republican leadership, and
waste a lot of time before we catch-up with the rest of the country.
When will we as a state, break this mold, and stop looking backward and start looking forward in this state?
Amos L. Kirkpatrick, Atty at Law

Why do Republicans fear Jan. 6 commission?
Senate Republicans have blocked the formation of a bipartisan commission to
investigate the Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection.
Republicans are as open and transparent, wanting to find out who is responsible for
the attempted overthrow of our nation’s government, as the Chinese are in
revealing details of the origination of Coronavirus in Wuhan.
The questions for both are: What are you hiding? What are you afraid of? Can they
not handle the truth?

G. M. Wigley

Right now, both are as transparent on the subject as a two-inch thick milk glass, smeared with Vaseline,
dropped in a barrel of crude oil, in a basement with no light.
Even though Republicans are shown barricading themselves in offices to protect themselves from their
constituents, nay insurrectionists, many of the same Republicans are describing the uprising as just a normal
tourist visit to the Capitol, like the British tourist visit in 1812.
G. M. Wigley, Oxford
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Election Fatigue and the State of the Nation
Dr Jim Williams

We’re now six months into the Biden Administration, and
6 months past the January 6 Insurrection and end of
Trump’s era of daily, relentless, enervating chaos. While
much hasn’t happened that most of us hoped for, the
change in tone and climate has been marked. Besides
apparently having turned the corner on the COVID
pandemic and beginning a return to ‘normal’ life, many
or most of us have also relaxed somewhat politically.
Along with that, many of us are feeling a huge fatigue.
While that’s probably completely understandable, we
also have to recognize that vital work is yet to be done.
So, at the same time we may slow down and shift most
of our attention to something else, we still have to
maintain some level of engagement.
There are at least four areas that demand our attention and efforts:
special elections,
voter registration,
encouraging voters to resist state laws or proposed laws aimed at voter suppression, and
recruiting candidates for our 2022 elections.

Fortunately, we can help in these areas without
the time-and-energy-intensive efforts many of
us put into the 2020 elections.
Special Congressional elections are a normal part of the political calendar. With the very narrow margin Democrats
hold in the US House, every special election is important. Ballotpedia shows several special elections to complete a
term yet to be run in 2021 and early 2022. Three of the four have the potential to affect the balance in the House.
Donations to support candidates, as well as direct efforts to mobilize pro-Democratic voters, are ways to bring
positive change.
Texas' 6th Congressional District (July 27). Both finalists in this runoff election are Republicans. So. the
winner won’t affect the party balance in the US House.
Ohio's 11th Congressional District (Primaries August 3, 2021; general election November 2) The special
election was called after Marcia Fudge (D-Ohio) was confirmed as secretary of housing and urban
development.
Ohio's 15th Congressional District (November 2). This will fill a vacancy created when Steve Stivers (R)
resigned to become the President and CEO of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce.
Florida's 20th Congressional District (Primaries November 2, 2021; general election January 11, 2022). This
election will fill the vacancy caused when Alcee Hastings (D) died on April 6, 2021.
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Voter registration is also a huge issue, especially in the face of state
laws recently passed as part of the nationwide GOP’s voter
suppression efforts. These laws have increased the inconvenience of
voting for many – especially minority, lower-income, and urban voters
– as well as purging voters from the rolls. Some measures have aimed
at making it more difficult or even illegal to solicit or facilitate voter
registration or requesting absentee ballots. Various groups, including
the Democratic National Committee and Sierra Club, are running
campaigns to address these concerns and are looking for volunteers to
help.
One other, key area is finding and recruiting good candidates for 2022
elections in Alabama. Our own Pam Howard has already announced
that she’ll run again for the Alabama House of Representatives, District
40, but we need good candidates for other offices. Now is the time to
get them started. Without changing people, we can’t expect any
positive changes in Alabama.

JIM WILLIAMS
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
AND ACTIVIST

Pam Howard
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What has happened to the Republican Party?
My Dad was my hero. He served in the Army during the Korean War. He worked
hard. He was well respected. He taught me how to change a tire and drive a stick
shift. He taught me to love my country. He was also a Republican.
I miss my Dad every day. He passed in 2011. But I am glad he will never see what
has become of the party he respected and believed in.
There have always been two sides to an issue. And we do not all have the same
priorities. Our two-party system allows all to be heard. Our vote is our voice. But
something has changed.

Pam Howard

Many blame the hate on the last administration, but I think it
was just fuel to a fire that had started a decade or two ago.
The same people have been in office in Congress and the Senate
for so long they have lost touch with the reality of American life.
They have completely forgotten the concept of public service.
They are consumed by power and greed. They will burn the
country to the ground to hold on to control. The people who
elect them are a disposable commodity if they can stay in the
good graces of the people who pay them well to do their bidding.
Melodramatic? Maybe…. Maybe not.
Without even looking at the ugliness that was the 2020 election, or the insurrection on January 6 th, it has become
clear that this is the direction we are going to continue to go, unless something changes.
In the last couple of weeks there have been votes on major issues that affect our everyday lives.
The Paycheck Fairness Act passed the House by a 217 – 210 party line vote. The Senate procedural vote to
allow the bill to advance for consideration was also a party line vote, 49 – 50, so the bill died. I want someone
to explain to me why anyone would not support a Man and Woman who do the same job getting the same pay.
Why in 2021 is there even a discussion? Who benefits from this? Greedy employers. Who gets hurt?
American working Women.
The For the People Act is a voting rights act that would stop states from restricting voting rights. Voting is the
foundation of our Democratic System. There were many claims of rampant voter fraud in 2020, but not one of
those claims was substantiated. What does it say when you are so desperate to hold on to power that you are
willing to destroy your government to do so. If you have to stop people from voting to win an election I
seriously doubt you have the best interests of the majority of the people in mind. Not one Republican supports
protecting our voting rights. Even one Democrat, Joe Manchin, will not support it without Republicans signing
on. Elected officials who don’t want you to vote…… hmmm… stinks to me.
President Biden’s Infrastructure Initiative would not only provide thousands of jobs, grow the economy, and
repair/replace our damaged infrastructure; it would bring technology that would catch us up with the most
advanced societies in the world. Once again, this initiative has almost no Republican support, because of $$$.
The plan is to reverse the tax cuts being enjoyed by the wealthiest Americans. The proposed tax rates are far
below the highest rates that were paid during the last major infrastructure development period when we built
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the interstate highway system. I doubt the increases would have any effect on the daily lives of these people.
But it would change the lives and safety of the average working American. The Republicans say they will
support part of the bill if it is paid for by funds allocated to Covid Recovery. I ask when does infrastructure
become a priority? When it fails? If you or someone you love is driving over a bridge that collapses, or you
live downstream of a dam that fails, will you be comforted by the fact that someone with 6 houses and 4
yachts did not have to pay more taxes? And aren’t our elected leaders supposed to be smarter than that?
But I digress. What I really want to know is….
What has happened to the Republican Party?
Where has all the hate come from? What
happened to empathy? Or at the least when did
they stop standing FOR anything. When did it
change from seeing a different solution to a
problem, to obstructing any solution just
because you are on the other side? Why don’t
they care about our Democracy or our People
anymore?
I cannot answer those questions. I can guess.
But I cannot understand.
That leaves me with one more question. What do we do now?
I see a couple of answers to that one. We can say we give up. Just let it all play out and hope for the best. Hope
too much damage is not done. That is the fast and easy answer.
The other answer is that we stand up and be our own heroes. This is not a fast and easy answer. This will take
years. Baby steps. Setbacks and small victories. We must demand our right to vote, even it if take hours in lines
(without someone giving you water); taking off work because the polls have been moved away or close early;
organizing and filing lawsuits when we must; registering voters and convincing them their vote is a precious right.
And running for office or supporting those who do.
If we can hold on to the White House and get or hold on to majorities in the Senate and House, we need to address
the issues that allowed us to get here. We need to enact term limits. We must prosecute abuse of power. We
must fight disinformation used to manipulate our citizens. We must get rid of the filibuster. We must end Citizens
United.

To win this fight I do not mean We the
Democrats. I mean We the People. We the
Democrats must lead the way.
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OPINIONS. EVERYBODY’S GOT ONE. HERE’S MINE:
WHITE PRIVILEGE IS REAL CONT’D FROM MAY
WE WEREN’T THE FAMILY THAT SAT AT THE DINNER TABLE TOGETHER AND DISCUSSED EVENTS OF THE DAY.
My Dad was a cross between Archie Bunker and George Jefferson. He didn’t discriminate against
Beverly Williams
any one particular group of people – everybody was fair game. His words were peppered with the
Newsletter
Editor
‘n’ word, especially if there was a sporting event involved. Anytime I’d say “that’s not nice and I
REALLY wish you wouldn’t talk like that,” he’d say “I don’t mean anything bad by it. All I said was
‘look at that ‘nigger’ go! He can run faster than anybody else on the ball field. He’s the best player out there. He may
the best player ever. It’s a compliment.” At 90 – he’s still that man ☹
I knew those words would not be used in my house. My daughter’s mind would be open and free of any preconceived
notions about other races, etc. I remember the first time she encountered a black person. We stopped at a local quick
shop – I was holding her. I put her down, so she could stand, and I could pay for our snacks. Right away she tugged at
my skirt and said ‘her dootie…. her dootie,’ pointing at the black lady behind us. My daughter was eye level to the lady’s
legs and since she didn’t know any different – she thought the woman was ‘dootie’ (dirty). I was mortified and hoped
the lady didn’t understand ‘toddler talk.’ That’s probably when we had the first ‘talk’ about the color of people’s skin.
Kids don’t require much. All I said was ‘She wasn’t dirty…. that’s the color of her skin.’ ‘Oh, ok’, was her response.
Working at Ft McClellan, I was exposed to people of different races and cultural backgrounds. Once, after I’d applied for
another job, the hiring officer and an enlisted man visited my workplace. They were both black. We chatted briefly and
later I was interviewed for the job and hired. They were great to work with and for -- and we still communicate long
distance 40 years later. My daughter was a young teen at this point. When she discovered there were several young
black women working in the office – she begged me to cook dinner and invite them over so they could give her dance
lessons. “All black people can dance, they have rhythm” she said. Thanksgiving came and one of the girls remained on
post for the holiday, and I invited her to our apartment for dinner. The ‘dance’ lesson revealed something. Not ALL black
people can dance! My daughter had no rhythm and neither did my office mate.
Like most people, I’ve had both good and bad experiences with white people AND black people. The biggest difference
in my case, and maybe yours (if you’re a white person) is that I will likely deal with the problem differently if it’s a white
person. I’m less concerned if the white person takes offense if I say ‘Stop! Just go away!’ or ‘Leave me alone.’ For
example, while working at HQ at the Chemical School – there was a black E9 who often visited the building and made a
point to end his ‘business’ by stopping at my cubicle. He’d lean in way too close, often putting one arm on either side of
me so I couldn’t move - looking down over my shoulder and asking what I was working on, practically whispering in my
ear. Everybody in the building was aware of the situation and most of the men thought it was funny. ‘He’s harmless,’
they’d say. It got so bad that I’d get ‘alerts’ when he came into the building and I’d go into the bathroom until somebody
told me he’d left. My boss at the time was a Captain and his boss was a Major. Both were white. They’d laugh and say
‘don’t pay him any attention. He’s getting ready to retire, and you wouldn’t want to do anything to interfere with
that…..’ And I didn’t. I will always believe if he’d been white – they’d have been all over him. Though, in those days,
sexual harassment was rampant and viewed as ‘boys being boys.’
My young grandson Logan, was a ‘clean slate.’ A ‘blank page,’ to be filled with so many adventures. He was about 3
when he was cutting pictures out of the sales pages of the paper. He brought one of a really cute black girl about his
age, modeling an Easter dress – and announced she was going to be his girlfriend and he “might just marry her.” I said
something like ‘I can see why you’d say that! She looks like she’d be nice and she’s awfully pretty.’ He went about his
business and saw a neighbor outside and trotted off to say hello. He came back choking back tears and said, ‘He told me
he won’t be my friend if I like a black girl.’ It took a minute to get control of my indignant rage – that a grown man, a
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Sunday School teacher – would say something like that to an innocent child. I told my grandson that it was ok. I told him
‘if he won’t be your friend because of the people you like – he wasn’t a good friend to start with.’ I wanted to say more!
A little later, Logan was learning about ‘Black History’ in pre-school. With his hands on his hips, and his eyebrows
furrowed, he asked me indignantly - and only as a 3 year old could sputter: “MawMaw, why did white people use to call
black people ‘diggers’ and throw rocks at them? My best friend Jason won’t play with me now!” Logan didn’t talk that
plain and it took me a minute to understand what he was saying. I knew his best friend Jason was black. Whatever the
history lesson was that day – had them both in shock and could have been handled better.
Years later starting college, our grandson visited several fraternities. When all was said and done he didn’t join – but
said if he had – it would have been the black fraternity. Here again, one of his best friends was from Zimbabwe. He
spent his last two years as an undergraduate at UNC at Chapel Hill, and is still in contact with two of his best friends
there – one is Hispanic and one is Black.
I accompanied my husband to several job locations before he retired. We left Alabama for the US Army War College at
Carlisle Barracks, PA about 1988. I didn’t start work right away and spent a lot of time roaming around getting
acquainted with the town, the area. We bought a house that was built in 1840 that sat on Main Street. One day I
noticed a black woman standing just outside the living room window. What was noticeable about that was not that a
black woman was standing just outside the living room window. It hit me that she was the FIRST black person I’d seen
since we arrived – weeks before.
Later, at the Armor Branch in KY, we bought a house on a street largely occupied by enlisted people. I got to know the
couple next door - the wife was German and they had two young daughters. The street was dotted with younger blacks
and whites. One little boy in particular sticks in my mind. Not just because he was cute and could proudly say his ABC’s
backwards as well as many of his numbers…. He was sharp for a preschooler! He came to our opened garage door one
day. His eyes got REAL big and he said, ‘When is the last time you swept in here? My Mama keeps our garage clean!’ I
wanted to pinch his head off and hug him at the same time. He was right! I forgot to say he was black.
Making our way back to Alabama, our next stop was the Army Aviation Branch at Ft Rucker. Then on to retirement on
Lake Logan Martin in Talladega! Jim started looking for ways to get involved in the community and found the Talladega
Optimist Club! I made some remark like ‘so, what do they do? Sit around and smile at each other?’ They met weekly
and at some point he asked if I’d make cupcakes for their next meeting. I’d been curious so I agreed. What a surprise.
Not only was he the ONLY man there – he was the ONLY white person there. I asked why he’d left out those details.
I love him for lots of reasons – and one was for his response: “I didn’t think it mattered.” I didn’t think it mattered. I
joined the Optimist Club and was an active member for about 10 years, until we moved to Anniston. We worked mostly
with young black people at Boys and Girls Clubs – and it was sometimes hard (for a timid white person) to win their
confidence and trust – but I often did and it was a wonderful experience.
To be continued….. Please join me in sharing your own experience. We need to start a conversation. Even if we don’t know
exactly what to say. Good, Bad, Indifferent. Let’s talk about it. We will make awkward missteps and work past them.

The Optimist ‘Speak Out’ group I ‘coached’ 😊
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CalCoDems will provide hamburgers, hotdogs, condiments, lemonade, water AND watermelon!
Some people have signed up to bring:
Lettuce, tomatoes, onions
Slaw and chili for the hotdogs
Squash Casserole
Peach Cobbler
Cookies
Here are some suggestions for things that go well at a cookout. We also have several vegetarian members to
keep in mind😊
Potato Salad

Stuffed Eggs

Macaroni & Cheese

Corn on the Cob

Baked Beans

Congealed Salad

Tea Sweet/Unsweet

Fruit Salad
Desserts

And LOTS of other things!!!
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