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Lilly Ledbetter spoke to a group of about 75 people ranging in age from 6 years old
to 76 years old. Lilly reminded us that ‘the battle for women’s rights is never really
‘over’ and we must always fight for what is right,’ said Calhoun County Democrat
Chair Sheila Gilbert. Hobson City Mayor Alberta McCrory addressed the group
saying we must ‘stay involved and support all causes for women’s rights. We are
standing on the shoulders of women who went before us.’
The group chanted as they walked several blocks to the Calhoun County Federal
Building where they gathered on the steps and heard comments from women
leaders in the community. "Abortion is health care, basic health care, essential
health care, health care that cannot wait," Alexis McGill Johnson, president of
Planned Parenthood, told a crowd in Washington, D.C. Many women, as well as
men, in Calhoun County, Alabama agree with that statement.
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Let’s All Be Like Eleanor…
Many times, when situations are challenging, a leader emerges who can fix things or
at least offer a solution.…such was the case of Eleanor Roosevelt.
As a young child I recall my dad praising this person who said, "when a parent
moves in with their children it doesn’t help one family, but harms both families..”
That quote came from Eleanor Roosevelt as she set about trying to do something to
Sheila Gilbert, Chair,
help the older Americans who were without any kind of safety net. Eleanor
Calhoun County
Roosevelt convinced her President and husband, FDR, to create a system whereby
Democratic Committee
older Americans could have some sense of dignity as they aged. The result
continues today, and we call it Social Security.
Last weekend the Calhoun County Democrats sponsored a Women’s Walk whereby the
topic was “Women’s Rights are Human Rights.” I think Eleanor might have been at the
head of our line - right beside Ruth Bader Ginsburg- if the clock could have been run
backward.
Eleanor Roosevelt wasn’t
very pretty…and she knew Ruth Bader Ginsburg
it. She competed with Lucy
Mercer for her husband’s attention, but when that
failed she threw herself into making good things
happen given her powerful position as First Lady.
What a great position to be in to help fight
poverty, travel extensively around the nation, visit
relief projects, and overlook working and living
Eleanor Roosevelt
conditions and having the connections to do
something about the situation. Rural folks, for example, should always thank Eleanor for getting electricity to
their homes.
Eleanor saw racial injustice as an atrocity and tirelessly worked to help create a
fair and equitable system of human rights. She was so vocal about her cause
that the FBI began investigating her. Imagine! Eleanor became good friends
with Mary McLeod Bethune, an educator who was already an activist among
her race. A famous story of Eleanor and Ms. Bethune arriving at a meeting
place where a line was drawn down the center of the room - blacks on one side
and whites on the other. Eleanor took her chair and sat dead center on the
dividing line for the duration of the meeting. It fits that one of Eleanor’s quotes
is: “Do something every day that scares you.” I doubt that Mrs. Roosevelt was
easily scared, but she did stretch herself in many ways to simply help people.
Eleanor Roosevelt died in 1962, but her legacy continues among those of us
who admire her tenacity, skill, and basic ability to tackle hard problems.

Mary McLeod Bethune
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The Calhoun County Democrats also stretch our wings and tackle
hard problems in so many ways and our results are showing.
Thanks to the many (mostly women, but some men) who showed
up last Saturday for our Women’s Rights Walk. It is safe to say
that some of those “walkers” were out of their comfort zone and
had never done anything like this before, yet they did that which
“scared them” and physically displayed their disgust of women’s
rights being trampled. Bless each of them for stepping out and
not allowing others to speak for them.
For those reading this, please don’t think for one minute that we
are doing just fine without you. We need more and more of you
involved with us as we continue to spread our message of good
government and involvement. It is apparent that our Democracy
is in peril and that means our own local democratic groups too.
Just look around.
Far too many in
Calhoun County
support
the
“Big Lie” and are certain that the election was stolen from Joe Biden.
Donald Trump is their hero. This is how a local democracy is chipped
away a bit at a time with the local Republicans quietly doing and saying
nothing - but agreeing by their silence. Let’s imagine Eleanor Roosevelt
before us, boldly leading the way for Calhoun County Democrats to
continue making great strides and opening doors for new and
progressive ideas.

Sign up on our website at
https://www.calhouncountydemo
crats.com to volunteer and join us
as we forge our way into Blue in
’22!
While you are on the website push all the buttons and ‘kick the
tires.’ I created the site using WIX
and it’s not perfect - but we are
proud of it - and it contains lots of
really good information. You can
read CalCoDem FaceBook posts
there, the monthly newsletters,
check your voter status and much
more! Send pictures, videos or
editorials for publication. Thanks,
Beverly
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“We have come a Long Way “
It was a Great day at the Oxford Fest for Calhoun County Democrats - our
presence there was very impactful - We accomplished a lot! Our leader, Sheila
Gilbert, along with all those who worked to set up the tents, and those who stood to
help get people registered, update registration forms, pass out water and sweet
treats - were amazing. Thanks Sheila for inspiring us all to work a little harder and
better for the good of all citizens.

Black Lives Do Matter We have come a long
way.

Vernon Presley,
Vice Chair, Calhoun
County Democratic
Executive Committee

We as people of color have come a long way, in spite of some
white people - who would rather destroy this country than to let
black and brown people benefit from it.
I watched a news story in which a white lady from Iowa was
interviewed and she spoke of a coming civil war in this country.
That’s why they scaled the walls of Congress on January 6, beat
police officers, and did grotesque things which I won’t mention in
this article.
And remember - they threatened to hang then Vice President Mike Pence. See the video:
https://twitter.com/i/status/1346963199778828290

In spite of all the hardships - We have come a long way.
Blacks and people of color have had to endure unfathomable treatment for hundreds of years. It’s in our DNA
to survive - look at what we have gone through. Someone in your ancestral line survived being chained to
other human bodies for several months in the bottom of a disease infested ship during the middle passage.
They lost their language, customs, and tradition. They picked up the English language as best they could,
while working free of charge from sun-up to sundown. They watched babies being sold from out of
the arms of Mothers and watched women raped by
ruthless slave owners.
They were made to take names with no last name,
no birth certificate, no heritage of any kind. They
braved the underground railroad, survived the civil
war and entered into share cropping.
They learned to read and write out of sheer will
and determination. They faced the burning cross of
the Ku Klux Klan, and averted their eyes at the
black bodies burned or swinging from ropes hung
on trees. They fought in World Wars as soldiers
only to return home to America to be called ‘boy.’
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They were made to sit in the back of buses
after having paid the same fare as whites.
They marched in Washington, D.C. with
water hoses and vicious dogs turned on
them. They were jailed and put in prison
throughout this country. Assassinated in
Memphis, segregated in the South, Ghetto in
the North.
Ignored in history books, stereotyped in
Hollywood and many other atrocities people
of color suffered. And in spite of all of this,
someone in your family line endured every
area to make sure you and I would get here.
So, don't worry about receiving one
rejection, or facing an obstacle, or losing a
friend, or getting overlooked for a job. You
can't quit. We can't quit. To young people: don't entertain the thought of quitting. People we never knew survived
from generation to generation so that you could succeed.
Don't You Dare Let Them Down, For We Have Come Too Far Now.
Vernon Presley, Vice Chair, Calhoun County Democrats
****************************************************************************************************************************

Discrimination and Language: The Word 'Boy'
WNYC STUDIOS, The Takeaway
Sometimes a word is just a word. But other times, it’s an indicator of something more troubling on the part of the speaker.
Take, for example, the word “boy.” When being used to refer to a small child, most of us don’t think twice. But when the
word “boy” refers to an adult black man, and the speaker is his white supervisor who’s just passed him up for a
promotion, it takes on a much different meaning.
It’s for this reason that John Hithon, an employee of the Tyson chicken processing plant in Gadsden, Alabama, sued his
employers for workplace discrimination.
Two separate juries awarded Hithon back pay and punitive damages, and the U.S. Supreme Court agreed that the use of
the word "boy" could be racist and needed to be examined in the context in which it was spoken, sending the case back to
the 11th Circuit. Here’s the rub: on the third trying of the fourteen-year-old case, the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
disagreed, and threw out all prior rulings on the case……
Adam Liptak, Supreme Court correspondent for The New York Times, explains how this new ruling came about. U. W.
Clemon also weighs in. As a practicing attorney and Alabama’s first black federal judge, he’s outraged by how this case
has played out. CTL + click here to listen to the conversation.
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Down at the HQ …
Happy Fall to everyone! I know it is still a stressful time from many directions; COVID
issues, education issues, healthcare issues, “Big Lie” issues, redistricting issues, voter
suppression issues, low wages, etc., etc. But here’s hoping you are taking some time
periodically to just breathe and relax, maybe watching some football games and thinking
about the cute Halloween goblins we will be seeing soon.

Dee Crumley, Director
of HQ and Compliance

There is one bright spot that all of us can focus on, that Joe Biden is in the White House and the Democrats hold a
slim, but definite majority in the U.S. House and Senate. Another bright spot is that in November 2022 we will have
the opportunity to elect some Alabama democrats to office. While it is still a little early and many democratic
candidates have not yet publicly declared their candidacy, there are some things we can be doing to get ready. (We
are fortunate to have our own Pam Howard who is already campaigning hard for Alabama House District 40.)
Right now, we can be educating ourselves on issues, so that we can talk to friends, family, and even strangers
about FACTS. There are so many topics we could discuss, but today, let’s talk about the facts surrounding the
Biden Administration’s proposed $3.5 trillion Build Back Better Plan. (BBB Plan)
Did you know that a few days ago, a CBS News poll reported that only about 10% of Americans said they know
“specifics” about what is in the BBB Plan. It also showed that only about one third of Democrats thought the Plan
would address things important to them, because they don’t understand what issues are addressed in the bill.
Some of the items that the BBB Plan would address:
• Two free years of community college.
• Child care assistance (0-5yrs) and universal pre-K (3-4 years) Caps cost to about 7% of most family incomes
• Medicare expansion (include dental, hearing & vision)
• Extended child tax credit
• Cut prescription drug prices
• Paid family and medical leave
• Climate change
Some lesser-known provisions include:
• Lower Housing Costs
• Provide Workforce Training and Clean Energy Jobs
• Invests in Teachers and Schools
• Authorizes $5 million a year for the Small Business Administration for an entrepreneurial program for formerly
incarcerated individuals.
• The bill also directs $2.5 billion for the Justice Department to award competitive grants or contracts to local
governments, community-based organizations and other groups to support intervention strategies to
reduce community violence.
Proposal to PAY for the BBB Plan:
• Raise corporate tax rate from 21% to 26%.
• Increase income tax rate from 37% to 39.6% for income over $400,000
• Increase capital gains rate from 20% to 25%
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• Increase tax enforcement by the IRS (Today, the “tax gap”—the difference between taxes that are owed and
collected—totals around $600 billion annually and will mean approximately $7 trillion of lost tax revenue
over the next decade… the lost revenue … is equal to 3 percent of GDP, or all the income taxes paid by the
lowest earning 90 percent of taxpayers.) home.treasury.gov
These proposals are estimated to raise more than $2 trillion over 10 years. Roughly $1 trillion from the tax
increase on high-income Americans and $1 trillion from the corporate and international tax reforms.
As you can see from the above information, the BBB Plan is
geared toward working families. We need to help people
understand these points for them to see clearly what the bill
can do to make the lives of their families better.
As more people have the information they need, we can
encourage them to contact their representatives in Congress.
The easiest way for them to do that is to call the Capitol
Switchboard at 202-224-3121 and ask to speak with the office
of their House and Senate representatives.
Getting the Biden agenda passed through Congress, i.e., the
$1.2 trillion Infrastructure Bill (structural, such as roads and
bridges, etc) and the Bill Back Better Plan (human
infrastructure) is extremely important for 2022 and 2024. Our
2022 Alabama candidates will have good things to talk about in
their campaigns and then in 2024, the national democratic
candidates can show the good results for our country when
Democrats are in office.
For more details about the BBB Plan, here are a couple of resource links:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/build-back-better/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/budget-reconciliation-bill-build-back-better-act/
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Community, COVID, and Veterans Day
This year, for the second in a row, Anniston canceled its Veterans Day parade. This annual
event has regularly drawn many people of all ages to watch a procession of floats, vehicles,
marching units, and bands representing cross sections of the community and surrounding area.
As in 2020, COVID caused the cancellation. At the decision point, the parade committee had
too few applications, and some key groups couldn’t guarantee full participation. This decision
came more than two weeks before the application deadline. This early decision reflected the
uncertainties COVID has created for over a year and a half now. This cancellation is another,
small blow to the ongoing life of the Calhoun County community. As for several years,
CalCoDems planned to participate. Checking with the City indicated no other major event
scheduled. So, CalCoDems is organizing a separate event. This event builds on several veterans’
interest in the parade and our Headquarters as a place for a safe, public event.

- Jim Williams

JIM WILLIAMS, CAPT,
USN (RET.)/PH.D.

Thinking about Veterans Day calls attention to several
aspects of what makes up our community and how it’s
changed and changing. Veterans Day (and that’s the
proper name) has evolved over a century. The original
event was Armistice Day, at 11am on November 11,
1919 – the first anniversary of the armistice ending
World War I. The celebration – on the eleventh hour of
the eleventh day of the eleventh month – became
annual in the US. In 1938 November 11 became a
national holiday.
This holiday has changed somewhat over its life. In
1954, President Eisenhower officially changed the name
to Veterans Day. That change in part recognized the
history following the end of WW1 – which was
supposed to be ‘the War to End All Wars.’ By 1954,
Armistice Day, NYC, at 11am on November 11, 1919 NYT
World War II and the ‘Korean Conflict’ had produced
new generations of veterans that Armistice Day didn’t fit. The change in name also shifted focus, from just those who’d
served in wartime, to recognizing all veterans for their service, whether in peace or wartime. The name change also
came at the time of recognizing that the traditional notions of distinct states of ‘war’ and ‘peace’ were obsolete. By
1954, the US was living in the Cold War – a state in which the boundaries between armed conflict and ‘peace’ were
highly unstable and could change instantly. So, all service members were in state of constant risk.
Veterans Day’s place on the calendar changed briefly, reflecting the power of habit and tradition. In 1968, Congress
passed the Uniform Holidays Act to put all holidays on a Monday, creating a three-day weekend. Veterans Day moved to
the fourth Monday in October. Many who grew up in the 1950s and 1960s had strong memories of whole schools going
to an auditorium for a ceremony involving choirs, bands, veterans’ organizations in uniform, and a veteran or local
notable as a guest speaker. The historical importance of November 11 and popular associations with activities on that
date forced a return to November 11 in 1975.
There were also changes in who the holiday celebrated. From the beginning, this holiday honored veterans, living or
dead. That contrasts with Memorial Day, which honors those who died in service. The definition of ‘veteran’ has also
changed. Armistice Day initially focused on WW1. By the time the name changed, a new, larger generation of veterans
from WW2 and smaller one from Korea had come along. So, the new name was inclusive.
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As decades have
passed, the meaning of
‘veteran’ has changed
several times, as
reflected in the US
Census. Questions
about veteran status
and time of service
were part of the longform census from 1940
until 2000. However, in
1980, women were
included for the first
time. In 1980,
questions were revised
to include only
veterans who’d served
on active duty. In 1990,
the census expanded
the questions to
distinguish people
currently on active
duty, those with
previous active duty,
and people whose
service was all inactive,
whether in the
National Guard or
Reserves. Today, the
rules governing the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) parse eligibility for benefits among these various categories – a
source of widespread confusion and, in some cases, apparent inequities. CalCo Dems recognizes all who have sworn an
oath and worn the uniform of one of the services at any time, for any length of time.
The passage of time has substantially changed the level of awareness and interest within communities. WW1 was the
US’s first engagement in a major on the world stage. Although the number of US vets was relatively small, the special
place of WW1 as an international event gave the war and their participation a high level of visibility. WW2 left almost no
one unengaged in some, conscious aspect of the war. It also directly engaged the largest percentage of adult males in
uniformed service. The wartime sense of national unity, large number of wartime vets, programs like the GI Bill, and
international threats after 1945, and then the Korean Conflict created a high level of public awareness that carried
through the 1950s and into the 1960s. From the mid-1960s until at least 1990, Vietnam had mixed effects. By the time
VN officially ended in 1975, 9 million men and women had served in uniform. Of those about 3.5 million served in
Vietnam, in surrounding countries, or offshore in related operations. Those actually serving on the ground made up
almost 10% of their generation. However, VN overlapped the Civil Rights Movement and had a polarizing effect. The
popular view is that many people who objected to the war as policy focused their anger at those who served in uniform.
The sense of ‘loss’ when South Vietnam fell in 1975 amplified this polarization. So, things like Veterans Day became
captive to parts of the community and divisive as opposed to occasions for the larger community to come together and
celebrate. This situation changed somewhat following Operation Desert Storm in 1991. Most people supported the
cause for ODS, which seemed to be a dramatic ‘victory’ in a traditional sense. Many people believed that this outcome

9

exorcised the ‘ghost’ of VN. ODS coincidentally followed the collapse of the Soviet Union, giving at least a brief sense of
American ‘triumph.’ As a result, Veterans Day again became more of a unifying event, reinforced by the large number of
VN vets, along with a growing sense that the WW1 generation was rapidly vanishing and the WW2 generation was
already dwindling. Events of 9/11 launched a new generation of veterans – totaling about 3 million by the ‘end’ of the
War on Terror in 2021. These events also brought an acute awareness and public appreciation of veterans. From early
on, there were explicit calls not to repeat the error of VN, blaming service members for disagreements over policy.
Veterans Day, thus, regained some of its prominence in the life of many communities, although, as with Memorial Day,
the focus has largely shifted to an occasion for recreation, with little attention to the origin or purpose of the holiday.
The gaps in celebratory performance that COVID brought have possibly enhanced what seems to be a natural decay of
community awareness and in-person observation. To some extent, Veterans Day now may gain some boost as people
are aware of the small number of WW2 vets remaining (about 240,000 out of 16 million), declining number of Korea
vets, shrinking number of VN vets (about 6 million), and the special sacrifices of post-9/11 veterans.

It’s worth asking the question: What does Veterans Day mean to today’s vets? It’s often said that the two, most
powerful words in the English language are ‘Thank you.’ For many who’ve served in uniform, the often-used phrase,
‘Thank you for your service,’ creates some discomfort. Many, if not most, veterans don’t think of what they did as
deserving of special recognition. With some people, that unease goes with invisible wounds from experiences in service.
A study covering 2007-2013 showed almost one in four post-9/11 vets having PTSD. The way the ‘war’ ended – the
dramatic, last days in Afghanistan – seems likely to give post-9/11 vets a sense of ‘failure’ and ‘loss’ much like what
haunted many VN-era vets. In the community context, Veterans Day can be a helpful way to show appreciation and
inclusion. In our polarized, partisan climate, it may also be a way to reach across ideological divides. At the very least, it
points to the greater whole and greater good that we all share and should work to preserve.
"The Unique Health Needs of Post-9/11 U.S. Veterans" (Workplace Health & Safety, September, 2017, p. 4)
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2165079916682524#:~:text=A%20meta%2D%20analysis%20including%2033,et%20al.
%2C%202015).
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VETERANS DAY
CELEBRATION,
CALCODEM
HEADQUARTERS
812 NOBLE STREET,
ANNISTON, AL
THURSDAY, NOV. 11,
11:00 AM
Help us honor and celebrate veterans of
all eras. Weather permitting, the brief
ceremony will be outside, followed by an
opportunity to see our new building. Light
refreshments will be served. All
participants are encouraged to wear
masks and maintain social distance.
Veterans attending are encouraged to
register beforehand, with name, rank,
branch of service, and dates of
service/conflict to be recognized during
the event. Pls contact Jim Williams, 256225-3370; oldbamavet@gmail.com.
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Elect Pam Howard
Campaign Update
The time has finally come for us to learn of any changes to district
line changes for Senate, Legislative and School districts. Governor
Ivey has called the special session to begin October 28th. Although I
don’t anticipate any changes to District 40, you never know until you
see the map. As soon as we have that information we are ready to
start the real work to run a successful campaign. We plan to
announce an official Kickoff / Fundraiser soon.
We had a great day at Oxfordfest! Thank you to Karen Barwick,
Adison Cook, Kelsey Green and Tina Dunbar for representing “Elect
Pam Howard” alongside the Calhoun County Democrats. We met
people who want to join our county committee, volunteers for the
campaign, registered voters and received heartfelt thanks from
Veterans and Healthcare Workers from RMC. It feels so good to
know we are making a difference in the community.

I also had the opportunity to appear on Dottie Rimpsey’s show “Local Matters” on TV24. We talked about contributing to
our community and advocating for the causes that affect our daily lives. I was truly honored that she chose me as an
example of someone who works for the betterment of our community. Watch the interview at
https://youtu.be/u5gkdWBg5_0
I have a second order of T-Shirts to pick up this week. They
are available at the Headquarters or reach out on social
media or email if you would like one. I am asking for a $20
donation and appreciate everyone who is wearing them and
helping me build my name recognition.
As a reminder, I cannot accept or solicit donations when the
legislature is in session, so from October 28th until the
session ends I will be unable to accept donations or sell any
merchandise.
I will be speaking to a group of Calhoun County Retired
Educators later this month and would love the opportunity to
speak to any groups or organizations you are a member of.
Please reach out if you have any ideas in mind.
Thank you again to all of you wonderful friends

Pam and Kelsey

who are supporting me in this venture!
See you on the Campaign Trail!
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Meal Train Plus for

RMC Frontline Covid Team
As the Covid-19 pandemic began to rage across the country, we saw many outward
expressions of gratitude for the doctors, nurses and support staff who were working day
Carsie Evans,
after day to care for the victims of this treacherous disease. We saw yard signs and banners,
Administrative Asst
bells tolled, and the citizenry applauded, even serenaded, these “healthcare heroes”. But as
the pandemic stretched into its second year, most of the demonstrations fell by the wayside,
victims of pandemic fatigue or apathy or, unbelievably, outright hostility to those who couldn’t save every life despite
their best efforts. These same folks who had been lauded as “heroes” were being accused of withholding medicines that
had been shown to be ineffective at best or for using ventilators to “kill people.” When the vaccine became available,
they saw the rise of the anti-vax movement, dampening the willingness of
many to take simple steps to help bring the pandemic under control. But
these dedicated professionals continued their work. Day after day they
held patients’ hands when no family members were allowed to visit. They
held phones or iPads for patients to have a last visit with their loved ones.
They toiled under overwhelmingly stressful conditions, always with the
lingering fear that their work could put their own loved ones at risk.
Sometime in 2020, Beverly Williams learned of a program called
MealTrain. Through their website, people can volunteer to provide a meal
to the Covid staff at RMC. Early on, Beverly and others would purchase or
prepare a meal individually. As others learned of the program, new
volunteers came forward and the Calhoun County Democrats Covid Team
Program was born. We all saw this as a small way to show them how very
much we appreciate their work and dedication to our community, and we
made a commitment to continue the program until there was no longer a
“Covid team” to feed. Since February 2021, Calhoun County Democrats
have prepared and delivered over 800 meals to RMC. Thanks to a growing list of over a dozen home chefs and several
generous financial supporters, we are able to not only provide delicious meals, but also show that our organization is a
reliable source of support and that we continue to recognize their skill, dedication and sacrifice for all of us.

Our Heroes Wear Masks…..
Along with our commitment to feed the staff, we have also tried to brighten their day with themed meals for various
holidays or events. Cinco de Mayo brought out the pinatas and virgin margaritas. Football season started with a tailgate.
Halloween is coming up and it looks to be a big treat as well. We have heard that our themed meals are especially
appreciated! Pam Howard talked to several Covid nurses that stopped by our booth at Oxfordfest. They were effusive
with their thanks and touched our hearts when they said that often our meals were the only bright spot in their day and
that they provide a few minutes to get away, laugh and even play. We have received emails, phone calls and random
encounters that reiterate the impact we are making. There was even a gentleman who, reportedly, said he would never
vote for Trump again if we continued to feed him! One vote at a time!

COVID battle fatigue
There is not much we can do to relieve the burden that our healthcare workers face during this pandemic. We can’t step
into their places and do their jobs; we can’t wave a magic wand and make it all go away. But we can do our part to bring
the numbers down. We can get vaccinated and encourage others to do the same. We can wear our masks and social
distance. And we can continue to let them know that they are not forgotten and that they are appreciated and loved.
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MEAL TRAIN FOR THE COVID STAFF AT RMC

Our Heroes Wear Masks

14

The Price We Pay for Alternative Facts
I remember when Kelly Ann Conway first used the phrase “Alternative Facts”. I don’t
remember specifically what she was talking about. I never paid much attention to her.
But that phrase really caught my attention. It sounded wrong… illogical… almost silly.
I did not understand at the time that it was dangerous. Or that it would set the stage for
so much of what we have experienced since then.
That phrase opened the door for making acceptable the choice to stop listening to facts
that don’t suit our beliefs. To loudly and proudly hold on to beliefs that simply are not
correct or true. It goes far beyond opinion and has come with a dear price.
One of the most obvious examples of this is what took place at our Capitol on January
Pam Howard, candidate
6th. We all watched it play out with our own eyes. We heard the chants, saw the
for Alabama House
violence and witnessed the fear in the eyes of our elected officials and law enforcement.
It wasn’t some reporter’s interpretation of events. We watched it happen. How, then, is
it that we are now expected to believe that it didn’t really happen the way we saw it. How can the same people who
hid in fear for their lives calmly say it wasn’t a big deal? How are we supposed to understand that the biggest
supporters of Blue Lives Matter don’t think the lives of the Capitol Police and other agencies were at risk? Or that
the insurrectionists who stormed the Capitol were just tourists visiting? There are people who I know personally
who buy into this narrative. The explanation…. Alternative Facts. They have been convinced to believe not what
they saw, but what they are told to believe. What price could we pay for that? Only the end of our Democracy.
Another example that came before January 6th are the Alternate Facts regarding the 2020 elections. No matter how
many times we have recounted the votes, how many elections were legally certified, and how many times the
people claiming voter fraud were dismissed due to lack of evidence; people still believe the election was stolen.
Because that is what they are told to believe by talking heads and sore losers. What is the price we could pay for
that? Only our belief in Fair Elections.
One of the worst examples of Alternative Facts is
the misinformation being spread regarding Covid19. We have been told to believe everything from
the idea the government is microchipping us to the
idea the vaccines were rushed and unsafe, and we
can’t trust the CDC. We have been told to try
everything from home remedies to horse wormers
instead of the vaccine being used successfully
around the world. And people are believing it.
Alternative facts. What is the price for this?
Hundreds of Thousands of lives. I saw on the
news this morning that Covid is now the number
one cause of death for Law Enforcement in the US.
I know many teachers who have put their health
and families at unnecessary risk because the
leadership making decisions choose to listen to
Alternative Facts instead of medical experts. I
have watched people screaming in protest to
protect their right to die and put their families at risk, instead of following medical advice. Why would they do that?
Because it has become acceptable to believe whatever suits a political agenda. Because so many have decided to
stop using common sense and logic, and instead follow the leader off the edge of the cliff.
We must believe this will pass. I just don’t know what it will end up costing us. For those of us who haven’t decided
to follow the pied piper, please just stay safe. Do your research and share the truth where you can. We all want life
to get back to normal. We want to live in a world where people respect and care for each other.

Be that person. Set the example. Don’t give up. We are going through this together and there is light at the
end of the tunnel. And that’s a fact!
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CalCoDems Postcard Project
CALLING ALL POSTCARDERS!
Within the next week, Jim Williams will reach out to people about forming a group to write postcards as an ongoing
project. These cards would support Democratic candidates and campaigns, as well as causes that align with our policy
goals. He’ll contact people who recently signed up expressing an interest in writing postcards and who are on our list of
people who previously wrote postcards for CalCoDems. We want to know who’d like to write postcards and how they’d
like to organize this activity.
Handwritten postcards and letters can boost voter registration and turnout. They can even influence people’s views on
candidates and issues. Especially in tight races, in local campaigns, and in off-cycle elections the effects can be enough to
decide the results. While Alabama doesn’t have statewide elections until next November, postcard campaigns
supporting local candidates and special elections have been active this year. Moreover, these campaigns are actively
supporting candidates in key races – from local councils and boards of education through Congressional/Senate levels in
other states. Helping Democrats and those who support the issues we care about anywhere helps us all. Both postcards
and letters also give people with an artistic/decorative flair an opportunity to use that, enhancing the appeal to
recipients.
Presently we are looking at a postcard project, because postcards cost less to mail and the difference in impact between
postcards and letters is uncertain.
We have free postcards available for anyone who wants to write using them. Most postcard campaigns ask writers to
buy their own stamps. However, most campaigns also have a sharing arrangement to get stamps to people who’ll write
cards but for whom postage cost is a barrier. CalCoDems is exploring a similar arrangement.
We want to know if people would like to set up a regular schedule to gather together and write – whether in person or
Zoom; would want some support in getting addresses; would want to write only for candidates here or for
candidates/issues more widely.

For more information, please contact Jim
Williams at 1oldhistorian@gmail.com or 256225-3370.

FREE Postcards
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Letter to Editor – Climate change and infrastructure
In 2021 Alabamians have felt climate change’s impact in more and more violent storms. Now Congress can pass
a budget reconciliation bill that reduces future harm while providing economic recovery and long-term growth.
Two policies are key. First is a clean energy payment program (CEPP). This gives utilities incentives to build
clean, renewable energy sources while penalizing utilities that continue emitting carbon and other dangerous
pollutants. Second is robust tax incentives, spurring growth in clean power and clean transportation.
Alabamians would gain huge benefits from these policies in improved health, good-paying jobs, and a less
dangerous world. Calhoun County especially stands to gain because of New Flyer of America’s leading role in
making electrified vehicles.
Let’s all call on Representative Mike Rogers, Senator Richard Shelby, and Senator Tommy Tuberville to
support federal action. Together, we can build a better future for everyone!
Jim Williams, Anniston

Update on Critical Race Theory in Alabama Schools
On Thursday, October 14, 2021, the AL State Bd of Ed voted in a 7-2 vote to ban the
teaching of CRT in Alabama schools by codifying it into the Alabama code. This
journey seems to have begun in June, 2021 when the Alabama Policy Forum and
Eagle Forum wrote to AL State Bd of Ed with their draft resolution “designed to
prohibit the scourge of CRT.” Alabama Supt. Eric Mackey said critical race theory is
not currently taught in Alabama schools, but board members wanted to take action
that would be preventative.
Karen Barwick, Pell City

Our country has been drastically affected by the CRT discussion. As of August 2021,
Fox News has mentioned “critical race theory” 1,300 times in less than four months. Why? Because the
mention of critical race theory (CRT) has become a form of mass hysteria.
Last year, after protests over the police killing of George Floyd prompted new conversations about structural
racism in the United States, President Trump issued a memo to federal agencies that warned against critical
race theory, labeling it as “divisive,” followed by an executive order barring any training that suggested the
United States was fundamentally racist.
The Biden administration rescinded Mr. Trump’s order, but by then it had already been made into a wedge
issue.
AL.com has reported that State school superintendent Mackey tells teachers they have nothing to worry about
from the resolution designed to ban CRT and to make teachers accountable. “Teachers are certainly safe as
long as they’re teaching the course of study and doing what they’re asked to do by their boards,” Mackey said
after the vote. As AL.com Trisha Crain reported, Mackey went on to say he didn’t believe any teachers would
be disciplined as a result of it. But that’s cold comfort to teachers who merely want students to understand the
past, and the foundation it built for our present.
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In July of this year, 3 new pre-filed bills in the House legislature would make teaching certain concepts
regarding race or sex, such as critical race theory against the law and would require termination of the
employment of any employees who violate its provisions.
The earliest version of the resolution stated that USA and Alabama are not inherently racist. That language
was stricken from the final version, approved by the board in August, 2021.
•Alabama spends more than a half-million dollars a year on a Confederate memorial. Black historical sites
struggle to keep their doors open.
•Our 120 year old Constitution is only now having racist language removed
•Alabama Memorial Preservation Act 2017 (known as Confederate Monument Law) requires local govts to
obtain permission from the state legislature before removing or renaming historically significant
buildings or monuments that date back 40 years or longer. As of 24 June 2020, there are at least 122
public spaces with Confederate monuments in Alabama. The Confederacy LOST the Civil War.
•
The District 6 (Calhoun County) state school board member is Dr. Cynthia McCarty, 256-310-6048,
Official Email: csmccarty60@gmail.com. She voted Yes in August and was not present in October.
Read the final version of the resolution here. https://www.scribd.com/document/520069013/Alabama-Boardof-Education-Intellectual-Freedom-Resolution-Administrative-Rule-Aug-12-2021#from_embed
To view the October 2021 Board meeting with opposition
speakers CLICK on the link below.
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/state-board-ofeducation/meeting-videos/

The Alabama State School Board on Thursday passed a
resolution that would ban some concepts or tenets that
promote the controversial Critical Race Theory.
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey voted for the resolution. She was
joined by fellow school board members Jackie Zeigler,
Tracey West, Cynthia McCarty, Belinda McRae, Wayne
Reynolds and Stephanie Bell.“As I’ve said many times, CRT
doesn’t belong in Alabama schools,” Ivey said. “CRT
currently isn’t being taught in Alabama classrooms, and I’ve
previously called on the Alabama School Board to keep it
that way. We need to focus on teaching Alabama kids how to read and write, not hate.” The resolution’s
passage followed a public hearing. BELOW

The Alabama State Board of Education met on Aug. 12, 2021.
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Calhoun County Women’s Rights March

Lilly Ledbetter spoke to the group of about 75 people ranging in age from 6 years old to 76 years
old. Lilly reminded us that ‘the battle for women’s rights is never really ‘over’ and we must
always fight for what is right,’ said Calhoun County Democrat Chair Sheila Gilbert. Hobson City
Mayor Alberta McCrory also addressed the group saying we must ‘stay involved and support all
causes for women’s rights. We are standing on the shoulders of women who went before us.’
Lots of bright, young faces there – we need you to get involved 😊
19
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CALCODEM SEPTEMBER MEETING WAS VIA ZOOM
WE WERE HAPPY TO HAVE ABOUT 25 PEOPLE PARTICIPATE IN THE ZOOM MEETING. SHEILA GILBERT OPENED THE MEETING, VERNON
PRESLEY GAVE THE GROUP A WARM WELCOME AND BETTYE PRESLEY READ THE MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING.
DEE CRUMLEY TALKED ABOUT THE WOMEN’S WALK AND A SLIDE SHOW OF PHOTOS AND A SHORT VIDEO WAS SHOWN. WE TALKED A
LITTLE ABOUT THE THANKSGIVING NON-PERISHABLE FOOD DRIVE DONATIONS. DONATIONS HAVE BEEN MUCH LOWER THIS
YEAR THAN IN THE PAST – PLEASE BRING YOUR ITEMS TO THE HQ ACCORDING TO THE SCHEDULE ON THE FLYER BELOW.
THE CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX PROJECT IS ALSO UNDERWAY. FILL A SHOEBOX OR A GIFT
BAG OR BOX WITH ITEMS SUITABLE FOR OUR HOMELESS POPULATION. ITEMS
NEEDED ARE UNDERWEAR, WARM HATS AND GLOVES, JACKETS, TOILETRIES TO INCLUDE
SOAP, TOOTHPASTE, SHAMPOO, WOMEN’S PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS. CHILDREN HAVE THE
SAME NEEDS PLUS SOMETHING FROM SANTA! SMALL TOYS, GAMES – THINGS THEY CAN
CARRY IN A BACKPACK. EVERYONE IS HAPPY TO RECEIVE SNACKS! REMEMBER – THE SNACK
ITEMS NEED TO HAVE ‘POP-TOP’ OPENERS AND NEED TO BE ‘READY TO EAT.’ NUTRITIOUS ITEMS SUCH AS PEANUT BUTTER &
CRACKERS. BE GENEROUS – MORE AND MORE PEOPLE FIND THEMSELVES IN A SITUATION THEY NEVER DREAMED OF BEING IN .
DONATE $50/MO AND UP AND GET YOUR NAME ENGRAVED ON A BRICK ON THE
HQ SIGN! WHILE SUPPORTING THE CALHOUN COUNTY DEMOCRATS! CALCODEMS GET
NO FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM THE STATE OR FROM NATIONAL. YOUR HQ IS
SUPPORTED ENTIRELY BY LOCAL DONATIONS FROM PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU. RECURRING
DONATIONS TO ACT BLUE CURRENTLY RANGE FROM $10/MONTH TO $100/MO. CHECKS
RANGE FROM $10/MO TO $125/MO. HQ IS RAN MUCH LIKE YOUR HOME – THERE’S
INSURANCE, TAXES, UTILITIES, MAINTENANCE AND ALL THE SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONS. THOSE INCLUDE TOILET
PAPER, CLEANING SUPPLIES, BROOMS, MOPS, PAPER TOWELS, PLATES, CUPS, WATER AND SNACKS FOR GUESTS. OFFICE SUPPLIES
RANGING FROM PAPER TO PAPER-CLIPS AND STAPLES, PRINTER INK CARTRIDGES. ALL THOSE ITEMS AND MUCH, MUCH MORE.
CARSIE TALKED ABOUT THE MEALTRAIN PROJECT WE HAVE BEEN PARTICIPATING IN – DELIVERING HOME COOKED MEALS TO THE
COVID STAFF AT RMC WEEKLY. I DON’T KNOW WHO GETS THE MOST SATISFACTION FROM THE MEALS – THE CALCODEM COOKS OR
THE HOSPITAL STAFF! WE HAVE TAKEN MEALS TO AS MANY AS 50 STAFF MEMBERS AND ARE CURRENTLY SERVING 15 STAFF MEMBERS.
I THINK CARSIE SAID WE’VE DELIVERED OVER 450 MEALS 😊
JIM WILLIAMS TALKED ABOUT THE POST CARD TO VOTERS PROJECT – HE HAS A LIST OF VOLUNTEERS FROM ‘SIGN UP’ SHEETS AT HQ
AS WELL AS THOSE WHO WROTE POSTCARDS IN THE PAST - AND HE WILL BE CONTACTING YOU. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED/WILLING AND
AREN’T SIGNED UP - PLEASE CONTACT HIM. WE DESPERATELY NEED DEMOCRATS ELECTED ACROSS THE COUNTRY – NOT JUST IN
ALABAMA. NAMES/ADDRESSES ARE PROVIDED AS WELL AS POSTCARDS. WE ASK THAT YOU PAY POSTAGE IF YOU ARE ABLE –
OTHERWISE WE WILL TRY TO HELP 😊
DANIELLE PRESLEY AND GWENDOLYN BRYE SPOKE ON BEHALF OF THE YOUNGER GROUP THAT INCLUDES LAUREN AND LUTE STIERMAN
- WHO HAVE STEPPED UP TO WORK ON VOTER REGISTRATION, VOTER RIGHTS RESTORATION, ETC. THESE DEDICATED YOUNG PEOPLE
ARE THE FACE OF THE FUTURE AND WE ARE PROUD TO STAND WITH THEM AND SUPPORT THEIR EFFORTS ANY WAY WE CAN.
CALCODEM HQ, 812 NOBLE STREET IS CURRENTLY OPEN ON WEDNESDAYS FROM 10 AM TIL 4 PM. BRING YOUR CANNED GOODS
FOR THANKSGIVING (OR A GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR HAM OR TURKEY), YOUR CHRISTMAS ITEMS FOR THE HOMELESS. STOP BY FOR A
VISIT. WE ARE MASKED AND PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING.
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