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“Chucks & Pearls” was a roaring success! From decorated "Chucks" to surprise gift bags, to all kinds of
fun giveaways, good food, inspiring music, invigorating and motivating speakers, to the coconut spitz’s, to
the youngest and oldest women of Calhoun County and beyond! We had a wonderful time affirming our
goal of "Understanding the Assignment". We won't go back!

Smart, like-minded women from ages 11 to 94 - gathering to celebrate hope for the future and making
plans to turn that ‘hope’ into ‘reality.” It just doesn’t get much better.

One of Anniston’s ‘best all around,” and ‘most beloved’ - Georgia Calhoun got the prize for ‘longevity!’
Shirley Sanford's 11-year-old granddaughter, Morgan Goode, received a ‘Chucks & Pearls’ t-shirt for being
the youngest in attendance. Never too old to ‘lead’ and never too young to ‘follow.’

Speaker Trudi Munford brought a strong message from our local level and Marsha Folsom, former First
Lady of Alabama, encouraged and reinforced all of us to get politically involved in many ways; especially
signing up for the ongoing effort of Alabama KHive's Georgia Swarm. We all understand the critical vote
coming out of Georgia so let us know if you are interested in this event. We also heard from our DNC
delegate, Pam Howard.

Join us! We need each and every person. HQ is currently open on Wednesdays from 10 am til 4 pm with
plans to extend the days in October. ---Sheila Gilbert
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This newsletter provides a glimpse into what CalCoDems are doing as well as providing local and national
information that impacts us all. It isn’t all pleasant, but it is all very real. Information we need to know
going forward.

Please look over the table of contents and choose which articles you are most interested in. Or get a cup
of coffee (or two) or an ‘adult beverage’ - and read the newsletter from top to bottom &) It isn’t ALL
words - there’s lots of pictures, lol! Find yourself in the ‘Chucks & Pearls’ photos!

1 often have a favorite article or two that should be REQUIRED reading, lol. It is all pertinent and timely,
as the ‘news’ keeps changing. Share the meeting date change AND share the newsletter.
-Beverly Williams, Editor



DO SOMETHING!

August 24" was indeed a special day in the life of the Calhoun County
Democrats. We sponsored a wonderful luncheon called Chucks & Pearls
in honor of the “chucks” Kamala Harris loves to wear. Many of us had
to google chucks to see exactly what was being talked about. The event
was spectacular with our number pushing one hundred women in
attendance. There were several notices; 1) many of the attendees were
new and had never stepped out in such a manner, 2) there were many
ages represented, and 3) several travelled many miles to be with us.
Much of the excitement was because of our speaker, Marsha Folsom,

Sheila Degan Gilbert,

Chair, Calhoun County

Executive Democratic
Committee

former First Lady of Alabama. The message Marsha brought was one of hope, encouragement
as she challenged all us to get involved in this political season and do as Michelle Obama
suggested in her remarks at the Democratic Convention: DO SOMETHING! As an ambitious
first lady of Alabama, Marsha has continued her work in the private sector as well as public
works and it was extremely wonderful having her in our midst. The food was wonderful, the
fellowship great, and election fever was rampant. These women went away with a renewed
sense of urgency toward November 5 so let’s join them in their efforts to elect Kamala Harris

and Tim Walz November 5.

This was truly a special day, as we were blessed to
have both the wisdom of the oldest and the joy of
the youngest among us. It is a beautiful reminder
of the journey of life, from where we’ve been to —
and where we are headed. The stories,
experiences, and insights of our eldest are
treasures, while the energy, laughter, and
curiosity of our youngest bring fresh hope and
promise. Together, they represent the full circle
of life, and we are so glad to share this moment
with each of you!"

L to R: Georgia Calhoun, Morgan Goode, and CalCoDem
Chair Sheila Gilbert!



The Election Battle Ahead. Let’s Do Something!

by Gary Gilbert

Fellow Dems, as we approach the November 2024 Presidential election, it’s
becoming clear that the race will be razor-thin, largely due to the
antiquated Electoral College system. This year, the presidency will likely
come down to just two pivotal states—Georgia and Pennsylvania—and
possibly just two counties, Gwinnett (GA) and Erie (PA).

While the Calhoun County Dems' work on down-ballot candidates is
important, our main focus must now shift to the top of the ticket

. . . . , . Gary Gilbert, Author &
Presidential battle for Georgia and Pennsylvania. We’re geographically Political Activist

close enough to visit key areas in Georgia, like Carroll County, for example,
which leans heavily Republican. Or even Floyd County (Rome), home of the disgusting Marjorie

Taylor Greene. Convincing even a few undecided voters in counties like this, and in other
counties that are less than 2 hours from Anniston, could ease the pressure on Harris to win even
bigger in Atlanta's metro area—a strategy her campaign has just implemented.
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Together, we can win this!

For those who can’t travel, | encourage
you to come to our headquarters and
write postcards to voters in Georgia and
Pennsylvania. | recently spoke to the
director of the Erie County, PA Dems
who told me that the city of Erie is
mostly Democrat but red in the suburbs.
If you send postcards or make calls to
Erie County, please remember to focus
on the rural areas outside of Erie. These
are the battlegrounds that will likely
decide the election, so let's focus our
efforts where they count the most.

Let’s be smart, focus on the undecided in
key red area states, and remember to
take the high road in our efforts.



Who's Looking Out for Your Best

Interest?

You have probably heard the phrase “vote your best interest”. That applies
to a lot of things and various situations in our lives. In 2022, thanks to the
efforts of the Democrats in the House and Senate, Congress passed, and the
President signed the Inflation Reduction Act. Why does this act matter to
the everyday Joe or Jane?

One of the effects of the Inflation Reduction Act is that over 60,000 \ _
Alabamians, who have a Medicare drug plan, will benefit from the cap on the Martha Jordan, Talladega
cost of prescription drugs. Is that you or someone you know? The law places
an annual limit on the amount of money people enrolled in some Medicare

County Democrat, Guest
Contributor

plans will pay for out-of-pocket prescription costs.

More than % of those Medicare enrollees are between ages 65-84. Are you in that group who will save

cash on medications costs? Do you know anyone who takes insulin that has now been capped at $35 a

month co-pay. Prior to the 2022 Act, Medicare enrollees paid more than $35 a month depending on

their health care plan.

YOUR
VOTE

MATTERS

Did our congressional delegation vote in the best interest of
Alabamians regarding the cost of prescription medication? The
record shows that 2 of the Republican legislative
Representatives did not vote for or against the Act. Guess they
could not decide one way or the other. The rest of the Alabama’s
Republican Congressional delegation voted against passage of
the Inflation Reduction Act (thereby voting no to lower
prescription drug costs).

The only Alabama Congressional Representative to vote yes to
passing the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act (that among other
things lowered the cost of prescription medication) was
Representative Terri Sewell, D-Birmingham. Who cares about
you and watches out for your best interest.

VOTE, BECAUSE YOUR VOTE DOES MATTER!



Save the Date: September 26th! CalCoDem
meeting date changed to September 26th!

Join us as author Deric A. Gilliard shares insights into how real
Americans "outside the beltway struggled for food, jobs, and
housing, and the terror of unmerited loss of life during the height of
COVID." He will also talk about some of the "daunting challenges
fostered by Trump and his White nationalist administration that
threaten to bring upheaval to American democracy in the near
future."

Deric A. Gilliard served for 25 years as a federal employee working
with political appointees in the Clinton, Bush, Obama, Trump, and
Biden administrations. Prior to his work as public affairs advisor to
the HHS regional directors for the eight southeastern states,
Gilliard served as the national communications director for the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. He also worked in
communications for two HBCUs and wrote for USA Today, Time, and the Wichita Eagle-
i - Beacon, and was an editor for the
>~‘«" T H E , Atlanta Daily World. The author of Living in
o L N G EST Vs the Shadows of a Legend: Unsung Heroes and
™ " D VCADE '‘Sheroes' who Marched with Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Gilliard earned his B.A. in Journalism
F MY LIFE at the University of Kansas and his M.A. in
T R L African-American Studies at Georgia State
ABLECK CEDINTUE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION University. Gilliard is a proud member of
B | 4 Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

WHAT: CalCoDem Monthly Meeting

WHEN: Thursday, September 26, 2024, 6 pm
WHERE: HQ, 812 Noble Street, Anniston, AL
Pitch in dinner at 6 pm, followed by speaker
Deric A. Gilliard.

) sy Please bring a dish to share with others :) If you

D E R|C A GI LL' ARD are unable to bring something this time -

that's fine! Come anyway and bring a friend!

SCAN E%@ ----- Beverly Williams
ME! ERsE




The Time Is NOW!

There are now 49 days until the election. Forty-nine days to save our
democracy and elect candidates who will move us toward a brighter future
for everyone — not backwards into an era of depression and oppression.

If you’re not already actively engaged in something to bring people out to
vote, now is the time to jump in.

The Good News is that there’s literally something for everyone. Dr Jim Williams, Community
Volunteer & Activist

Individually we don’t have to change the world. We just have to do
something to make a small difference. Just getting a single voter to turn out and vote can be decisive.
Just because we live in a district where it’s a foregone conclusion that GOP candidates will win doesn’t
mean we can’t make a key difference at the national level. A week ago, Chris Bowers, a 20-year veteran
of online progressive politics, laid it out nicely. According to 538, Democrats now lead by 2.5% in the

‘national generic congressional ballot” That measures the national popular vote for the US House of
Representatives. That lead is more than enough to give Democrats control in the next Congress. The
problem, as he notes, is that the House is actually “435 individual races held in small-ish, often oddly
shaped districts all around the country.” So, the key is to hold seats and swing enough GOP seats to take
control. Based on that, he’s identified 6 districts held by GOP representatives that are rated as toss-ups
and where Biden won with 53% or more of the vote in 2020. Other seats may also be in play. In fact, the
rising enthusiasm among Democrats and disgust of many Republicans and Independents with Trumpism
seem to be bringing others that might have seemed out of reach into play. Groups like Activate America,
Progressive Democrats of America, and several others are focusing their efforts on such races. So,
texting, phone banking, or writing postcards into these districts can quite possibly make a decisive
difference in the next Congress. The same is true for various Senate campaigns, as well as state-level
races that can make a critical difference at the national level.

We have tools at hand to do these things. Carsie has ordered postcards from Moms Rising, a group that
not only provides addresses but postage-paid postcards. You can also request a batch of 20 directly. Just
doing a few of these cards, combined with literally millions of others with this group, could give
Democrats the House in January. We can always get addresses, again aimed at key races, from Activate
America. For that, we have free postcards, but you need to pay the postage. However, again, doing just
a few cards, added to thousands by other volunteers across the nation, can make the difference.

For those willing to do phone calls or texts, or even social media, opportunities are plentiful.
Progressive Democrats of America (PDA has a wide range of volunteer opportunities. For those hesitant
about making calls, PDA offers 1-hour shifts calling only people who are already affiliated with PDA or
friendly Democrats. So you don’t have to worry about having a hostile exchange. You're just reminding
and encouraging people who’re already on the Democratic side. You can sign up for any of these
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https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.lmpSTrE-G07FKUPTdpC9IYDZ-CmbqKSkQHXN5UkpiTJoKdiLVi3-aT0HKJ-Y334PijFQxJE-AZNFVU-A4VqMkaNLZ5IO1zizUSG8Ud0hyOSVyyt3S4NfKzaflcHuh6E72hxrUM2iDYtlAHesqgFHE0kI5SqTu3e9yOxjXZ_e2XJDs9Keg_fBKTFEDjNPLOU_uiSFPb_CMVAultz8X28dJ6bUVo9pY1ILquTvwJN0XgoxkmDK5dLdlHeRcjSRQsbxRqi6yImTB6WdzbMxN7ZJVtel2CvDU5OjArfH4YFb0ML1eL2iX4asy-cD2jiVhEB34VG-U9fXHKxuFzJNT5EcTKqnJ-MZ6TQi3LsIYYmQzWjIVvCXoNpPA27deoWVcAXSTjrpzgjrsS9qJBP_2xjco7onYN1nyg9bWFDDIDEj_hI/49h/Phd10EXgQX-d7XVqywnDdg/h1/h001.cC438PBWO9DNLAuPBet_VuDsYhlEGFgsUe9ZasBYFyI
https://action.momsrising.org/survey/2024_Postcards_May?source=aae&aktmid=tm11065172.fvmrjG&akid=a28884981.3475729.DccI8t&t=3&utm_campaign=outreach&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit
https://www.activateamerica.vote/
https://www.activateamerica.vote/

activities by going to https://pdamerica.org/volunteer/ . PDA also holds weekly zoom meetings
discussing needs, activities, and just generally pumping people up.

If you’re willing to help with transportation or door-knocking out of the area, there are also
opportunities. Gary Gilbert has focused on helping get out the vote in the Atlanta area. There are also
discussions about sending some volunteers to help Shomari Figures in the revised US House District 2,
around Mobile. Winning that district would give AL two Democratic members of Congress and would
definitely help gain control of the House. That control is vital for a Democratic President to do the many
things we need to have happen.

If you don’t have time for or are uncomfortable with any of these activities, remember you can still help.
Simply contacting and encouraging family members or friends to get engaged can have a multiplier
effect. The most effective campaigning is one-on-one contact with people who know and trust you,
finding out what they see as their key needs, and helping them understand how Democrats at whatever
level offer them the best chance of bringing change to meet those needs.

If you feel daunted, remember the story of the boy walking down the beach covered with starfish. As

he walked, he picked up a starfish and threw it back into the water. Then another and another. A man
passing him saw what he was doing and said ‘Why are you doing that? Don’t you know you can’t make
a difference for all of these starfish for as far as you can see?’ The boy reached down, picked up another
starfish, and threw it into the water. ‘It made a difference for that one,” and continued on his way. We
can all make a difference for That One. And we have 49 days to do it.

If you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact me, Jim Williams, at loldhistorian@gmail.com, 256-
225-3370 or via the CalCo Dems Facebook page.



https://pdamerica.org/volunteer/
https://youtu.be/Q-R5LqE3nzY?si=x7_CXHBxFimJDAp4
mailto:1oldhistorian@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/calcodems/

Hello, | am Manuela Burton, and | am running for a seat on
the Calhoun County Board of Education!

| am seeking your support and vote on November 5, 2024.

| am a proud graduate of Weaver High School, as are my son Armane’ Burton
and my brother Anthony Burton. My daughter Ania Goodman is currently a
7th grader at Weaver High School, and my grandson Ky’ Burton will soon join
the ranks as a proud Weaver Bearcat. As a parent and a product of the Calhoun
County School System, | graduated high school in 1999. | went on to earn an
Associate's Degree in Science from Gadsden State Community College and, in
2016, a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology. Currently, | am pursuing my Master’s
Degree in Industrial and Organizational Psychology.

Professionally, | am a Job Developer at the Alabama Institute for the Deaf and
the Blind. | have served six years with the Alabama Department of Labor,
overseeing the Work-Based Learning Program and the ITA program funded by
WIOA. Additionally, | am the 2nd Vice Chair of the Talladega-Lincoln-Munford
Chamber of Commerce, a Board Director for 2nd Chance, a member of the
Main Street Anniston Economic and Vitality Sub-Committee, and an Adult
Education Instructor at Central Alabama Community College.

Manuela Burton, candidate for
Calhoun County Board of Education

My commitment includes advocating for equitable access to resources,
supporting effective teaching practices, promoting student well-being,

fostering a positive school culture, and ensuring transparency and accountability in decision-making processes.

Together, we can build stronger, more vibrant communities and provide our students with the opportunities they
need to succeed academically, socially, and personally!

As a future Calhoun County Board of Education member, | know that supporting our teachers is key to ensuring
the success of our students. Here’s how | plan to prioritize teacher support and development:

1. Competitive Pay & Benefits: Our teachers deserve fair compensation for their hard work. | will advocate for
competitive salaries and benefits to retain and attract top talent in our schools.

2. Professional Development: Continuous learning is essential for our educators. | will push for more
professional development opportunities so teachers can enhance their skills, stay updated on new teaching
strategies, and better serve their students.

3. Classroom Resources: Teachers shouldn’t have to reach into their own pockets to provide for their
classrooms. | will fight for increased funding for classroom supplies, technology, and other critical resources.

4. Work-Life Balance & Mental Health: Teaching is a rewarding yet demanding profession. | will ensure that our
educators have access to mental health support and policies that promote a healthy work-life balance.

When we invest in our teachers, we invest in the future of Calhoun County’s children. Let’s give our educators
the support they need to continue shaping bright futures! -

H#TeacherSupport #CalhounCounty #InvestinEducators #StrongerSchools #VoteForManuelaBurton
#HEmpowerQurTeachers



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teachersupport?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFlsXoi6U7jl2B3eYWd4-mBZYvlnZ7jJZ1KVWGQzwLM3V6qMKuOixS2V5FAhjEW7dCuiLf5dpP7FUBsxGMjnC-J2q3b9mTyZOzJJJ4uPP7xDEbNBc8GqHz69bCDgj5BBXglgrgQQWrNo669u8BKrg4nKzFz7ZaLzf9m_yYbcoZk7F1SstdpcJh9w1kkMG2AsB53UELT2khGLBUUT4TeKftn7IV-vuadGisZ_9qyRH2FQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/calhouncounty?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFlsXoi6U7jl2B3eYWd4-mBZYvlnZ7jJZ1KVWGQzwLM3V6qMKuOixS2V5FAhjEW7dCuiLf5dpP7FUBsxGMjnC-J2q3b9mTyZOzJJJ4uPP7xDEbNBc8GqHz69bCDgj5BBXglgrgQQWrNo669u8BKrg4nKzFz7ZaLzf9m_yYbcoZk7F1SstdpcJh9w1kkMG2AsB53UELT2khGLBUUT4TeKftn7IV-vuadGisZ_9qyRH2FQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/investineducators?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFlsXoi6U7jl2B3eYWd4-mBZYvlnZ7jJZ1KVWGQzwLM3V6qMKuOixS2V5FAhjEW7dCuiLf5dpP7FUBsxGMjnC-J2q3b9mTyZOzJJJ4uPP7xDEbNBc8GqHz69bCDgj5BBXglgrgQQWrNo669u8BKrg4nKzFz7ZaLzf9m_yYbcoZk7F1SstdpcJh9w1kkMG2AsB53UELT2khGLBUUT4TeKftn7IV-vuadGisZ_9qyRH2FQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/strongerschools?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFlsXoi6U7jl2B3eYWd4-mBZYvlnZ7jJZ1KVWGQzwLM3V6qMKuOixS2V5FAhjEW7dCuiLf5dpP7FUBsxGMjnC-J2q3b9mTyZOzJJJ4uPP7xDEbNBc8GqHz69bCDgj5BBXglgrgQQWrNo669u8BKrg4nKzFz7ZaLzf9m_yYbcoZk7F1SstdpcJh9w1kkMG2AsB53UELT2khGLBUUT4TeKftn7IV-vuadGisZ_9qyRH2FQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/voteformanuelaburton?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFlsXoi6U7jl2B3eYWd4-mBZYvlnZ7jJZ1KVWGQzwLM3V6qMKuOixS2V5FAhjEW7dCuiLf5dpP7FUBsxGMjnC-J2q3b9mTyZOzJJJ4uPP7xDEbNBc8GqHz69bCDgj5BBXglgrgQQWrNo669u8BKrg4nKzFz7ZaLzf9m_yYbcoZk7F1SstdpcJh9w1kkMG2AsB53UELT2khGLBUUT4TeKftn7IV-vuadGisZ_9qyRH2FQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/empowerourteachers?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFlsXoi6U7jl2B3eYWd4-mBZYvlnZ7jJZ1KVWGQzwLM3V6qMKuOixS2V5FAhjEW7dCuiLf5dpP7FUBsxGMjnC-J2q3b9mTyZOzJJJ4uPP7xDEbNBc8GqHz69bCDgj5BBXglgrgQQWrNo669u8BKrg4nKzFz7ZaLzf9m_yYbcoZk7F1SstdpcJh9w1kkMG2AsB53UELT2khGLBUUT4TeKftn7IV-vuadGisZ_9qyRH2FQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R

Thank you., Democrats!?

Thank you for your enthusiasm, your willingness to “Do Something,” your fresh
ideas, and your generous donations! Over the last several weeks, we have had
a constant stream of energized Democrats come through the door at HQ, and
each one has said or done something to help.

HARRIS

We are happy to report that we
have had a number of volunteers
writing postcards to Alabama

Administrator, HQ

District 2 and to multiple swing
states, encouraging folks to vote on November 5th or to
vote early if that option is available to them. We
distributed our first shipment of 200 yard signs and
have ordered 500 more!

WALZ 24

* * %
FOR THE PEOPLE

Pd for by the Calhoun County Democrats, PO Box 563, Jacksonville, AL 36265

Thanks to your donations, we can sponsor two JSU
students to join a campaigning trip to the important
swing state of Georgia. And on August 24, we energized
more than 80 ladies at our “Chucks and Pearls” event, hearing the inspiring words of former Alabama
First Lady, Marsha Folsom. Many of these ladies donated gently used tennis shoes for distribution to
the needy in our area. We have been working hard, but there is much more to do before November!

In the coming weeks, we will be asking all of you to continue to be aware, engaged and active! We
will need volunteers to make phone calls to local residents, reminding them to vote. We will continue
writing postcards for swing state campaigns.

Our door hangers just arrived, and we will ask you to assist in
neighborhood efforts to distribute them. And as you drive around

our area, be on the lookout for great locations to put out yard Damceralie B

signs. Show your support for Kamala Harris and Tim Walz! We
have bumper stickers and campaign pins available for free at
headquarters, as well as a few remaining t-shirts for a nominal
fee. Volunteer to drive people to the polls on election day or to be
a poll watcher. And most importantly, talk to your neighbors,
family and friends about the importance of this election. Remind
them to check their voter registration at www.alabamavotes.gov

HARRIS
WALZ

2024-

We are not
going back!

VOTE November 5

—_————
Register to vote by October 21. Visit:
https://www.s0s.alsbama.gov/alabama-votes

or to register or apply for their absentee same ballot at the same
website.

ing your voter status?

help check
Visit CalCoDem HQ at 812 Noble Street,

Anniston, AL 36201, Ph 256-403-1449

* Restore
reproductive
freedom!

* Affordable healthcare

* Middle class tax relief

* Affordable Housing

* Lower prescription
drug costs

* Bans on price gouging
on groceries and
product; by mega
corporations

* Tax credit for
parents and paid
family leave

* Protect the environment

* Protect public education

Vote for Freedom!

Pd for by Calhoun County Democrats
PO Box 563, Jacksonville, AL, 36265

These opportunities, and others still in development, will be posted on our website and social media
sites, so please stay engaged and keep this momentum going! We are counting on all of you to help
in any way you can to protect freedom, protect democracy and to elect Kamala and Tim on November
5th! And once again, THANK YOU! We can’t do this without you!
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http://www.alabamavotes.gov/

HI! My name is Tina from Jacksonville, Al.

As an Independent who is ready for a woman as President and very tired of foul-mouthed male chauvinist pigs
who create nothing but division and old-fashioned ideas for our country.

Let's get ready for the fight of our lives!

Meet us in downtown Anniston on Wednesdays at the Calhoun County Democratic HQ, 812 Noble Street,
from 10am to 4pm to create post cards, purchase yard signs and other items to raise money for this fight. Even
if you can only drop by for an hour or two, we can meet and start our own movement to finally start to turn
this state purple.

0 E Roe, Roe, Roe your vote quickly down the street —
Ro E Harris/ Walz, Harris/ Waltz that is who we need!!!

VOTE
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“We must go forward, because we will not go back”

Vernon Presley, Vice Chair

Many of us are old enough to remember the Jim Crow system, which operated primarily,
but not exclusively in the southern and border states, basically between the year 1877
through the mid-1960s. Jim Crow was more than a series of rigid anti-Black laws. It was
a way of life. Under Jim Crow, black people were relegated to the status of second-class
citizens.

Jim Crow represented a belief among whites that whites were God’s chosen people

and blacks were cursed to be servants. Many Christian ministers and theologians taught
a belief that blacks were innately intellectually, and culturally inferior to whites. This belief led to

a fear of racial mixing, lest the mingling of blood ‘pollute’ the superior, white population. Assuring that such
mixing didn’t occur led to racial segregation— preventing intimate contact across racial lines - in both law and
custom. Many customs — including simple gestures — reinforced and helped enforce this segregation.

Even children’s games portrayed blacks as inferior beings, and all major, social institutions reflected, and
supported the oppression of blacks. The system forced Black people to the rear of buses, and to be served in the
back of restaurants. It promoted that Whites were superior to blacks in all ways that mattered, including,
intelligence, morality and civilized behavior. Blacks and whites could not become intimate - treating blacks as
equal would encourage interracial sexual union. When necessary, violence was used to keep blacks at the bottom
of the racial hierarchy.

THE SMALL PRINT...

Blacks and whites were not supposed to eat together,

and Black people were not allowed to show affection to

one another in public - while whites were not under any

obligation to show courtesy or respect to any blacks. For

example - Mr., Miss, Sir, or Ma’am were not used with

| black people - instead blacks were called by their first
name. Blacks were not respected in public, and under
no circumstances was a black man to offer to light a
cigarette for a white woman, as that gesture implied
intimacy.

‘ There are so many things that | recall about that system
of discrimination and prejudice; Many of them too
painful to mention. The very thing that | admire most
about Vice President Kamala Harris Is that she makes
people feel as she is one of them - a smarter version of

them, but one of them, nevertheless.

Donald Trump wants America to be great again. Wonder what he really means by that. | just wonder, Is it to take
us back to the days when blacks and immigrants were considered and portrayed as inferior beings? You know,
virtually all effective leaders work from a place of familiarity with and respect for all people they want to
influence. Vice President Kamala Harris stated in the debate that she would be a president for all people whether
you voted for her or not.

Republicans, Democrats, Independents — Let us all make every effort that we can to take our country forward to
a brighter future for our children, our grandchildren, and ourselves. We Will Not Go Back!!
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$$ The Cost of Political Yard Signs $$ -

Some people think that political yard signs are free; however, they are not. There
are very few things at the present time that are free — maybe a glass of water in

a non-profit setting.

The political signs acquired by the Calhoun County Democrats must be designed,
ordered, printed and paid for by donations received by the organization. Although
its main purpose is to help Democrats get elected at all stages of our government,
it is not treated the same as a charitable, nonprofit organization by the IRS. The

They are NOT Free! $$

Amos Kirkpatrick
organization survives from two main resources: donations and volunteers. Attorney at Law

Now that you know it costs to advertise and promote our democratic process, please consider how you can

help by volunteering your time, donating your money, or both.

\ 4

A

Speaking of political signs....

HARRIS

WALZ 24

* * *
FOR THE PEOPLE

Pd for by the Calhoun County Democrats, PO Box 563, Jacksonville, AL 36265

The last of the ‘state approved’ Calhoun
County Democrats Harris-Walz signs
went out the door last Wednesday! The
second order — which was designed,
ordered and as always - paid for by
CalCoDems — is expected to arrive early
next week — September 23 or 24%
Come and get a sign and please — make
a $10 donation if you are able.

We all know it costs money to run for office and to support political campaigns. This year should be
our best chance to regain normalcy in a very long time! Thank you all in advance for supporting the

Democratic cause - Beverly
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HELP OTHERS TO SEE THE OBVIOUS

Jerry Gilbert

I’'m mystified by many of my friends, acquaintances, and even relatives, whom | consider to be intelligent,
informed, and full of common sense, who stand by their intentions to vote for Donald Trump on November 5.
Making it even worse, they become angry when | attempt to reason with them to get them to change their
minds. No matter how many factual arguments they are presented with the more locked-in they seem to
become. I'm sure that many of you are experiencing the same frustrations. | have concluded that, for the
majority of such people, it’s useless to try to use facts, reasoning, and logical arguments to bring about changes
in their thinking.

Perhaps a better approach might be to simply observe that a vast percentage of those who will be voting
in the coming presidential election, for either candidate, have never met or personally observed their preferred
candidate on a recurring basis. Instead, they have received the information used in the making of their voting
decision from others, many of whom have particular biases that determine what information they relay to the
rest of us and how they do it. We would all be better served through reliance upon a couple of old adages handed
down over many generations. First would be that “Friends and neighbors know a person best.” The other is
that “Where there is smoke, there is fire.” Ask those committed to Trump, while keeping these adages in mind,
to consider the following—far from complete—listing of Republicans and conservatives, many of whom have

worked closely with Trump, and who have now publicly declared their opposition to another Trump Presidency
(with many also stating that they intend to vote for Kamala Harris.) A much longer listing, which might be copied
and widely distributed by anyone opposed to Trump, can be found in Wikipedia under the heading “List of
Republicans who Oppose the Donald Trump 2024 Presidential Campaign.”

Abbreviated List of Republicans Opposing Trump

This group all served in the Trump Administration:

Mike Pence, V. President Gen. John Kelly, Chief of Staff Gen. James Mattis, Sect. of
Defense
Mark Esper, Sect. of the Gen. Mark Milley, Chair of John Bolton, National
Army & Sect. of Defense Joint Chiefs of Staff Security Adviser
Richard Spencer, Sect. of Rex Tillerson, Sect. of Bill Barr, Attorney General
the Navy State

Elaine Chao (Ms. Mitch Tom Bossert, Homeland Dan Coats, Director of

McConnell), Sect. of Security Adviser National Intelligence
Transportation
Stephanie Grisham, Anthony Scaramucci, Olivia Troye, National Security
Communications Dir. Communications Dir. Adviser to Vice Pres. Pence
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Other prominent Republicans who oppose Trump include:

Pres. George W. Bush V. Pres. Dick Cheney William Cohen, Former

(Will not endorse, voted Sect. of Defense
for Condoleezza Rice in '20)

John Danforth, Former Chris Christie, Former Asa Hutchinson, Former
Senator & U.N. Amb. Gov. (NJ) Gov. (Arkansas)
Larry Hogan, Former John Kasich, Former Liz Cheney, Former Member
Gov. (Maryland) Gov. (Ohio) of U. S. House of Rept.
Adam Kinzinger, Former George Will, Conservative Judge Michael Luttig, Leading
Member, U. S. House Columnist & Author Conservative Judicial
Commentator

Following are Current Republican U. S. Senators who Publicly Oppose Trump

Bill Cassidy (LA) Susan Collins (Maine) Jerry Moran (Kansas)

Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) Mitt Romney (Utah) Todd Young (Indiana)

Current U. S. House Republicans in Opposition to Trump Include

David Joyce (Ohio) Thomas Massie (KY) Greg Pence (Indiana)
David Valadao (CA)

Among those who have known Trump the longest and who are in strong opposition to his candidacy are Mary
Trump (Niece) and Fred Trump (Nephew.)

In addition, it is notable that National Review, a leading conservative magazine, founded by William F. Buckley,

Jr., opposes another Trump Administration. Also, the New York Post, a leading conservative newspaper owned

by Rupert Murdoch, has said that Trump is “unworthy” of being President again.

Finally, a 2023 panel of over 100 American presidential scholars, from a variety of disciplines and including
liberals, conservatives, and independents, rated Donald Trump as the worst of all U.S. Presidents.

All of the above information, regarding how a large group of those close to Trump—i.e., his “friends and
neighbors” —feel about him and another term in office, will surely cause a portion of those continuing to support
him to change their minds and vote for Kamala Harris. There is sure as hell a huge amount of smoke there for
them to be unable to recognize how grave the danger is. Should they only partially come around, you might
point out that, in such a close race as it appears to be, a vote for anyone other than Harris will amount to a
vote for Trump.
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We may all be getting tired of reading about and talking about Project 2025. The
groups who came together to create this monstrosity will not simply put it away if they
are beaten in 2024. We must continue to fight this scourge. And | believe we could
and should do that locally.

In delving into Project 2025 for several zoom presentations, | quickly realized that
Project 2025 is already being implemented in the state of Alabama. My research
confirmed that several organizations from Alabama took part in the writing of Project
2025: Alabama Policy Initiative, Eagle Forum, and Moms for Liberty. Especially in

Project 2025 Is Already In Alabamz

the last two years, a number of bills were filed and some passed that are right out of | Karen Barwick, Talladega

the playbook:

Democratic Committee

School Choose law unlimited spending of public money for private schools

Abortion ban

IVF is only temporary

End DEI

Don’t say Gay

Refused to take up a bill to enshrine contraception

Rolled back a child labor law

2024 saw a bill to prosecute librarians for giving “obscene books to children”. Has already been refiled
for 2025

Filed a bill to ban discussion of gender identity or sexual orientation from K-8

Permitless gun carry

Major tax breaks for corporations

AG Marshall believes he can prevent women from leaving the state to travel for abortions,

Passed a bill that outlaws controversial environmental, social, governance (ESG) investing in the country
the law prohibits "governmental entities" from entering into "certain contracts" with organizations that
engage in an "economic boycott."

Refuse to take up bills that call for owners to secure their guns—no gun safety bill

Absentee voting has been criminalized

Tried to ban “drag” shows

Book bans

*Some of these were passed into law and others will, likely, be resurrected again next year.

We all know of our state legislature’s make-up. The Republicans have a supermajority in both houses. They
have come to believe that they can get away with anything. Up to now, they pretty much have. We must find
ways to slow them down or stop them in their tracks.

We need to find a way to learn of their intentions as early as possible and then call and write to them, with
frequency. It takes a lot of effort to discourage them. But | bet, up until now, they have had little pushback.

Let’s all make an effort to communicate to our legislators and others, exactly how we feel. It’s OUR state,
not just theirs. Itis OUR lives. They work for US.
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these photos from the recent
Pearls’ event !!
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One last thing - “RSVP is an mportant
etiquette concept

because it helps the host plan anol prepare for the event. Hosts use RSVPs to
deterveine how many people will attend, which helps thew plan for the amount of
space, food, and budget they need.” '

Here it is. Beverly’s soap box. That last bit is important: the amount of
space, food and budget needed.

CalCoDems set out to provide a memorable event for women to support
and celebrate Kamala Harris in her bid for President. A handful of people
worked hard. The venue changed several times based on the number of
positive RSVP’s that said, ‘I'll be there’, or ‘Count me in, ‘I can’t wait,” ‘Yes,
I’m coming and bringing 4 friends!” The number of people who replied that they’d be in
attendance drove the venue as well as the menu, etc.

The count went from 70 to 90 to 100 and finally 130 — women who responded they’d be there.
When the numbers grew - the only place available that would accommodate that many people
was the Kress Ballroom. We already knew the grand old building had poor acoustics, and to
make matters worse — the a/c wasn’t working properly.

However, we didn’t want to turn anyone away. So, we booked the Kress and ordered food
and drink to serve the 130 women who’d responded they’d be there. Plates, napkins, cutlery,
center pieces, beads, pins, etc. Everything to make a great event!

40% of the women who RSVP’d that they would be there - failed to show and didn’t let
anybody know they wouldn’t be in attendance. That’s nearly half. Two women responded
with apologies for not being able to attend and offered to pay for their meal. Thank you!

We ‘lost” enough money to pay for another large order of yard signs, or to get a digital sign
supporting Dems. | say all of this to say: Please be responsible for your words and actions.
They matter.

The Calhoun County Democratic Executive Committee is responsible for the proper
management of financial resources to achieve our goal of supporting Democrats and
engaging in community outreach - while making wise spending decisions with integrity and
ethical conduct. Every penny spent comes from a local donor like you and me - let’s not
waste it. We want to be good stewards and need your help.

Thanks so much!
Beverly
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	Save the Date: September 26th! CalCoDem meeting date changed to September 26th!

