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Acknowledging Those Who
Stepped Up…
Dear Calhoun County Democrats,
For weeks and weeks, we posted information on candidate qualifying and those
positions available on the local, state, and national level. We frequently mentioned
no more “empty ovals” by simply giving the Republican opponents a pass because
nobody was willing to challenge them. We talked about the extreme disappointment
of going to vote and looking at the ballot and seeing not a soul to vote for on the
Democratic side. How disheartening that is. How totally frustrating it is to simply
allow a Republican office holder to win an election because nobody challenged him.
This is twice repugnant when the office holder (ex; Mike Rogers) sails right back into
office for another two years of basically doing nothing for Calhoun County.

Sheila Gilbert, Chair,
Calhoun County
Democratic Committee

G OOD N EWS !! S OMETHING HAPPENED WHICH ALL OF US
SHOULD APPLAUD AND APPRECIATE .
Thanks to Danny McCullars for stepping up and qualifying to run for Alabama Senate 12.
Thanks to Barbara Boyd for qualifying to retain her HD32 seat.
Thanks to Pam Howard for stepping up and qualifying to run for HD40.
Thanks to Mercy Pilkington for stepping up to run for Commission Dist 2.
Thanks to Fred Wilson for qualifying to retain his Commission Seat Dist 1.
How can we show appreciation to these fellow Calhoun County Democrats for offering their
services to the legislative agenda? Here are a few starters:
•Thank them
•Donate money – campaigns are expensive
•Volunteer to help with their campaigns
•Advertise their candidacy to your friends
•Put their signs in your yard
•Support their social media
•Invite them to speak to your social groups
•When debates are held; show up to support them, etc., etc.
As we are nearing the end of 2021, I would like to thank each of you for your dedication to the Calhoun County
Democrats. We have made amazing strides in so many ways and the future is looking even better for us as we
move into 2022.
Our motives are to nurture our local environment politically and make it fairer and more equitable for
everyone and not just a select few. This takes work from everyone involved. I am reminded of an incident in
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my classroom years ago with a group of 10 year old children. I showed them an art piece of a still life and said
this is supposed to display the beauty of the subject and one of my kids said, “Why doesn’t it?” It’s clear that
not everyone sees things in the same way, but it is vitally important in our political environment to clearly see
what is happening nationally and on the state level not as some abstract piece of art which is subject to
interpretation - but strong and progressive actions taken to benefit the greater number of citizens.
There’s major room for improvement with our elected Republican officials and it is up to us to hold them
accountable. We deserve that much from those who swore to uphold the Constitution and to represent us in
a fair and equitable way.

Danny McCullars
Alabama Senate 12

Barbara Boyd
House District 32

Fred Wilson
Commissioner District 1

Pam Howard
House District 40

Mercy Pilkington

Commissioner District 2
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Pam Howard offers constructive message to
potential voters in District 40 As published in the Anniston Star
•

By Ashley Morrison / The Anniston Star
•
Jan 26, 2022

“If you build it, they will come.”
Democrat Pam Howard is sending that message to
Alabama’s District 40 in her race for state representative.
Incumbent Republican K.L. Brown, who defeated her in
2018, is retiring from the state House.
Accordingly, the 63-year-old mother of three and
grandmother of five said she’s ready to roll up her
sleeves and get to work on the district’s infrastructure,
education and workforce needs.
Howard is no stranger in the way of carpentry and building things.
“I love carpentry. I’m a pretty good carpenter,” Howard said. “I can do flooring. I can do yard work,
landscaping, anything like that. I love anything hands-on.”
Got a hole in your drywall? Howard can fix that. She’ll walk you through it, and then afterward, you can call
her up and talk about public roads and bridges.
“One of the things I’m most excited about in running right now is that all that infrastructure money is coming
from the federal government,” Howard said. “Regardless of how you feel about what party — who did it —
whatever. It’s coming.”
Howard said there are parts of Alabama — such as Mobile, Tuscaloosa and Huntsville — that are booming
because elected officials take those dollars home to their communities and recruit industry.
“Nobody is doing that in east Alabama and hasn’t,” Howard said. “I attended a legislative update a couple of
weeks ago that was held by the Chamber of Commerce and the comments from our current elected officials
were, ‘We don’t have a workforce, so let's invest in bridges and Mobile,’ and that’s not the answer.”
Howard said she isn’t willing to let that be the end of the conversation. She’s determined to bring those
federal dollars home and build up the district the way other Alabama cities have.
Howard believes education is partially to blame for the lack of economic success. She said Alabama ranked
50th in reading, 47th in math, and 47th in overall education, and those numbers have a big effect on the
success rate of attracting new businesses to the area.
“Why would you move a business here if you can’t get quality education for your kids and you can’t get quality
health care for your family?” Howard said.
Howard said she wants to not only develop better systems for school age and four-year degrees, but also for
trade education. She said better infrastructures require workers — electricians, carpenters, plumbers and IT
people.
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“I spoke with a group at JSU of students just before the holidays, and it was so sad to me because they were
bright young people who had really clear visions of their future, but when I asked how many of them intended
to stay here for their future, not one raised their hand,” Howard said. “And that’s heartbreaking to me.”
Howard said a few years ago she and her husband each bought motorcycles and rode all over the state. She
said she fell in love with Alabama.
“We have the second most diverse ecosystem on the planet — and that’s Alabama,” Howard said. “We have
such beautiful waterways and mountains, and everything you can imagine — from beaches all the way to
mountains to little river canyons. It’s so beautiful here.”
Howard said Alabama should be one of the prime spots in the country, but “we can’t keep our roadways clean
and we can’t develop things and have a place where you can stop and get online if you’re lost.”
Howard said those are the building blocks she wants to establish. She said this area, right between
Birmingham and Atlanta, has the potential to be one of the biggest booming areas of the state.
“We just need people to believe that and work on it,” Howard said.
Since the last election in 2018, Howard has stayed active in the community and stayed involved in local issues.
She is the current president of the executive board for Second Chance, and a board member for Great Things
in Jacksonville. She and her husband have also owned a security business called “Protect Security” in Calhoun
County for the past 22 years.
An Alabama resident since 1996, Howard said she was recruited here by her workplace at the time where she
worked as a “consumer response analyst.” She said her primary role was to negotiate issues before they
turned into lawsuits and to develop programs for employee retention.
Howard studied business at Palm Beach Community College and programming — which is now called “coding”
— at the University of New York.
“My heart is in this. I want to do a good job. I want to help move Alabama forward,” Howard said. “I’m one of
those people that cannot just sit home and complain about things if I’m not willing to step up and be part of
the solution.”
Asked what the next step was and if she would consider running for a federal office, Howard said she wasn’t
looking to spend the rest of her life in office.
“I am a strong proponent for term limits,” Howard said. “I’m 63 years old and I’m not trying to start a new
career. I’m trying to start a path for more young women or young serious people who want to move into
government and I think when you sit in those offices for 20 or 30 years, you lose touch with your community.”
Howard said her goal is to get young people inspired to love the state, and want to make change the way she
does.
“It’s time to get back to the government doing the things that people can’t do for themselves,” Howard said.
“We should be focused on infrastructure, education, health care, things like that. Not legislating how people
should live their personal lives.”
Howard is having a launch party on the last day to qualify, Jan. 28, at the Jacksonville Train Station. She said
there will be food, live music and fun, and invites the community to come join her in kicking off the 2022
election year.
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A few photos from Pam’s Launch Party!
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The main purpose of the bill
is to Eliminate Concealed
Carry Permits.
One Bill being considered in this Legislative Session could drastically change public
safety in Alabama. HB44, written by Rep Andrew Sorrell of Muscle Shoals addresses
major changes to our gun laws. The main purpose of the bill is to eliminate
Concealed Carry Permits. Simply stated, anyone can carry a gun pretty much
anywhere in the state. It even goes so far as to remove Athletic Fields from the short list of venues where
firearms are prohibited.
Permits cost around $20 and bring in just over one million dollars to our Sherriff’s Departments. Sorrell claims
that he is presenting the bill to prevent law enforcement from misusing the funds. He feels that concerns
about public safety are overblown.
Alabama Sheriffs are strongly opposed
to the bill because of public safety
issues. They referenced the hundreds
of permits that are denied annually due
to background checks. Alabama has the
2nd highest gun death rate in the
country, and I can easily see this bill
moving us to the number one spot.
To justify removing sports venues, like
High School football games, from the list
of venues guns are prohibited, Sorrell
says, ‘crazy people will bring them
anyway’ and schools have the ability to
implement metal detectors and set their
own rules. By Federal law, which
supersedes State law, you must have a
permit to bring a gun to a school
campus. Eliminating permits will muddy the waters when it comes to enforcement. I also find it hard to
believe that a legislator believes our public schools have the funds available to protect every entrance with
metal detectors.
I am a gun owner and I take that responsibility seriously. In my opinion this bill is dangerous at best. It
concerns me greatly that the opinion of our Law Enforcement Officers is being ignored, and they are expected
to work in an even more dangerous environment than they currently do. We must not allow our government
to encourage vigilante justice.
Issues like this are why I am running for office. We need more to step up and we all must vote. Please pay
attention to the issues being argued in Montgomery. Speak up. Reach out to your Representative and
Senator. Remind them that they that they work for us. The days of being complacent and hoping for the best
have passed.
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Let’s stop suspending driver’s licenses for unpaid debt!
By Jim Williams
I urge everyone to contact their legislators about two current bills (SB117 and HB200)
on suspended driver licenses. These would greatly help up to 170,000 individual
Alabamians. The changes would also help families, businesses, the economy, and the
overall community.

JIM WILLIAMS, CAPT,
USN (RET.)/PH.D.

The issue of suspended driver’s licenses and their effects can easily slip below the radar, unless you or
someone you know is directly affected. It’s something that can and, for many does have huge effects.
In Alabama today,
if someone can’t
pay a traffic ticket,
their license is
often suspended for
failure to pay.
Almost 170,000
Alabamians’ driver
licenses have been
suspended because
of debts for a fine,
fee, court cost, or
restitution as a
result of a traffic
infraction. Fewer
than 9,000 licenses
are suspended for
dangerous driving.
Losing a driver’s license often has wide-ranging, harmful effects. The person often loses their job or can’t get a job. That
fact makes it almost impossible to pay their ticket. That situation often compounds problems not just for them but
others. A survey in 2018 showed that eighty-nine percent gave up food, utilities, or medicine. Seventy-three
percent requested charity they otherwise wouldn’t have needed. Forty-eight percent took out a high-interest payday
loan – which can trap people in a ruinous cycle of debt. Their desperation to pay the debt led some into criminal
activity. Thirty percent admitted to crimes like selling drugs or stealing to pay off their debt. Alabama has a labor
shortage. So, the lack of transportation for work also hurts employers and the overall economy.

Companion bills (SB117/HB200) – with bipartisan sponsors in the Senate and House -- would fix most of these
problems. Under either bill an individual's driver license or driving privilege couldn’t be suspended for failure
to pay a fine, fee, court cost, or restitution imposed as a result of a traffic violation. The bills would also bar
suspending a person's driver license or driving privileges for failing to appear in court when the court
appearance is for a compliance review of court ordered conditions.
The Alabama Appleseed Center for Law & Justice, “a non-profit, non-partisan organization founded in 1999 to achieve
justice and equity for all Alabamians,” has created a site called Workers Drive Alabama. That site includes a form to
contact your legislator and urge action on these bills.
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“It’s time for both parties to work together and
do what’s best for everyone.”
Just last month, a former member of the US House of Representatives shared
a video. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, who was shot in the face by an armed attacker
during a meet-and-greet, posted to her social media accounts the video of her
formally resigning from Congress. It was tear-jerking, to say the least.
While the event itself was horrific, and the fact that Giffords had to be helped
up to the dais to hand over her letter was heartbreaking, that’s not what
struck me. First, every time we see footage of Congress, it seems like it’s an
empty room, not a member of Congress in sight; in this video, there wasn’t an empty seat to be found.
Second, when Rep. Giffords was helped up to the podium, she received a standing ovation from both sides of
the aisle. It went on for several minutes.
Mercy Pilkington, Candidate
for Commissioner District 2

But here’s what really broke me while watching that video—when Speaker John Boehner took Rep. Giffords’
letter, he kissed her on the cheek, wished her well, and immediately reached for his handkerchief to wipe the
tears from his eyes. I cried alongside him just from watching it ten years later.
And I truly believe that response wouldn’t happen today.
Today, I’m convinced that within hours of the shooting—no matter which politician it was who was injured—
members and voters from the other party would gleefully tweet out jokes and memes for their frothing fan
base to lap up like thirsty dogs. Again, no matter which side was injured, there would undoubtedly be
members and voters from the other party saying and sharing insensitive things, taking advantage of the media
hype to pander for votes and campaign donations. The news cycle would endlessly blare pointless so-called
“experts” to spout off about the event and speculate on what will happen next, even as the ambulance is
pulling away.
This is who we’ve become as a country.
But it doesn’t have to be that way. We so often hear the phrase “bipartisanship” being thrown around, but it
has lost all meaning. Instead of working together for what’s best for the country and the people, it’s come to
mean beating the other side down and getting your way. Politics is a battleground and anyone who
extends an olive branch is now labeled weak and cowardly. They are censured by their own party for
having the integrity to vote in a way that makes sense.
When I first decided to run for local office, too many people had the same reaction. Their eyes would light up
and they would lower their voices, leaning closer so they could ask, “Who are you running against?”
Not, “What is your platform?” Not, “What do you stand for?” Not, “How are you going to make Calhoun
County a better place?” All they wanted to know was who did I have to beat down in order to claim victory.
It’s time to take back politics and bipartisanship and cooperation for their true meanings. It’s time for both
parties to work together and do what’s best for everyone.
I’m a Democrat. There’s no getting around that. I believe in the basic tenants that Democrats stand for in
2022. But there are so many issues where I can put aside my own opinions and come to an agreement if that’s
what it takes to help the people. Some might say that makes me a fence-sitter, but when you think about it, a
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fence-sitter can nod their head and listen as you talk. They can eventually say, “You know, you’re making a
little bit of sense.”
There are some non-negotiables, of course. Stripping away any human being’s rights and dignities is
unacceptable. Systemic racism, generational poverty, barriers to opportunity, attacks on education, and other
atrocities that our country has embraced for so long are dealbreakers. Enacting legislation that infringes on
our most basic rights or actively furthers poverty or lack of access is not okay.
I believe in police reform, if only because we have some incredibly dedicated, selfless law enforcement officers
whose lives are literally in danger from the proverbial “few bad apples.” I believe in fully funding our public
schools because an uneducated populace is a poverty-stricken one. I believe in ensuring that all people have
access to the most basic necessities, without using that hateful, ungodly phrase the “deserving poor.”
But the only way to stop what’s tearing apart our country is to come to the table, to listen to each other, to
support each other’s right to a viewpoint so long as it doesn’t inflict harm on anyone. I believe with all my
heart that there are good, intelligent, experienced people running for offices all throughout our state, caring
people from both parties. I know we can work together to bring Alabama out of the bottom rungs of every
single metric. We are near the bottom of the country in everything, except the places where we’re in the top
ten—poverty, maternal deaths, infant mortality, childhood poverty, high school drop-out rate… you get the
idea.
It will never happen so long as everyone involved is just waiting to attack the other side. We can reclaim our
decency as a country and as leaders, but we’re all going to have to work together to do it.
Let’s hope it doesn’t take any more tragedies to bring us to the table.
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MealTrain Update for the COVID Staff at RMC
As anyone who has enjoyed a meal at one of our CalCoDems monthly meetings can
attest, we have some terrific cooks among our membership. And those talents have
been put to good use over the last 2 years. As you may know, a dedicated group of
Calhoun County Democrats have dependably provided meals to the skilled,
compassionate, and under-appreciated healthcare workers that are facing the
seemingly endless trauma that is Covid. Each Wednesday, we have pooled our
time, talents, and resources to prepare and deliver a home cooked meal to the Covid
Carsie Evans
team. As of this writing, we have delivered more than a thousand meals. The
number of staff has varied as each Covid surge has peaked and receded. Some Meal Train Director
weeks we may only feed 4 or 5 people, but at the height of the Delta surge, there
were 55 nurses, doctors, and support staff. We are currently providing meals for 37 staff members.

Our Heroes ……..
Wear Masks!
Holidays give us an opportunity to
make an even greater impact. From a
Cinco de Mayo feast, complete with
pinatas, to a creepy Halloween menu
and funny disguises, a holiday themed
meal provides a bit of levity and a few
moments of distraction from the day-today difficulties these heroes face. It is
so rewarding to see photos of their
smiling faces and to hear their sincere
words of gratitude. At every delivery,
we are told that we are making a
difference, one meal at a time. This
project is tangible evidence that
Democrats are caring, generous folks
who work diligently to support and uplift
our community. While there were
many people and organizations that
sent meals during the early days of the
pandemic, Calhoun County Democrats
are the ONLY group that continues to
regularly provide meals and encourage
these weary professionals as the
months have turned into years. And
our commitment remains the same.
We will continue to care, support, and provide meals for them for as long as there is a Covid team!
Won't you join us? We can always use new ideas and new talents! Even if you choose not to cook,
you can join other like-minded non-cooks who generously donate cash to help defray the cost of
ingredients and disposables, especially appreciated when the staff numbers are high! If you would like
to be involved, you can contact me directly at Carsie1116@gmail.com or come by Headquarters on
Wednesdays, anytime between 10am and 4pm. We'd love to see you!
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….. a brighter political light in Alabama.
There are two strategies the Alabama Democratic Party must participate in, or
lead, in order to be considered successful this election year. They are:
1. Vigorously fight against the gerrymandering proposal submitted by the state
Republicans, by filing an independent lawsuit or joining lawsuits already filed in
Federal or state courts. With the Black population being about 26 percent, they
should be represented in 2 federal districts where they are a majority.
2. Identify and support great candidates who have chosen to run for offices
under the Democratic banner this year.
Emphasis on these two strategies could place the party in a brighter political light
in Alabama.
Amos L. Kirkpatrick, Atty at Law, Anniston

S t at e crit icizes federal policy
but can't wait t o spend money
Gov. Kay Ivey called for a special session to consider the allocation of the state’s
share of American Rescue Plan Act funds.
The governor and state legislators were salivating, and they decided how to
spend federal funds provided by ARPA.
It’s a sad irony and pure hypocrisy considering the entire Alabama Republican
congregation in the U.S. House and Senate voted against the measure.
For a political party that brags about standing up to Washington and government
spending, they can’t wait to get their hands on the money like some greedy
welfare cheat.
Instead of telling Washington that Alabama does not want the money and it
should go to lower the monstrous deficit created by Republican tax cuts
benefiting mostly the richest of the rich, the governor and her Republican
colleagues want to spend, spend, spend!
There might be some who say it’s our money from our taxes. But, in reality,
Alabama is a net user of federal tax dollars and not a net provider.
States like Alabama, Mississippi, and other states carried by Donald Trump are
the true welfare states.
G.M. Wigley, Oxford
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As printed in the Calhoun County Journal

Calhoun County Senate Race Welcomes
Fourth Candidate
January 28, 2022
Lee Evancho

“We can only try to make our State better for everyone. Government is often
common sense, but common sense eludes the government often.”
On Thursday, January 27th Danny McCullars became the latest candidate
to join the Senate District 12 race. Mr. McCullars joins Wayne Willis,
Wendy Draper, and Keith Kelley. Mr. McCullars is the only Democrat
currently running. The deadline to qualify is January 28th so without a last
minute entry these will the the candidates for this seat. The Calhoun
County Journal had the opportunity to speak with Mr. McCullars and ask
about his motivation in running and his stance on important issues.
When asked why he wanted to run, Mr. McCullars explained that the
“average working folks” of District 12 have contributed greatly to
Alabama’s economy and this country’s defense. “We are friends,
Danny McCullars, candidate,
neighbors and share values, but if we truly want a Republic we need a
Senate District 12
choice. Only one party being represented is not a choice. Giving all
citizens a choice is what is driving me.”
When asked who he is and what he wants voters to know, Mr. McCullars shared that he was born in
Anniston Memorial Hospital and is from the western side of the County. He attended Wellborn High
school and graduated from Jacksonville State University with an accounting degree. He has worked
as a CPA and continues to work in this field now. He has worked with nonprofits, governments, and
trade associations.
He feels that his number one duty if elected Senator is to represent the values of the people. He did
say he understands consensus has to be found, but representation of the voters is key. The second
most important role is to look at oversight. State Senators approve the department heads of
government agencies so the process is key.
When asked about the current candidates that he is running against, he was quick to note that he
considers Keith Kelley and Wayne Willis as friends and that he has worked with both in the past. As
the finance director for the City of Anniston he worked with Mr. Kelley on economic development and
with Mr. Willis on the retirement plans for the police and fire departments of Anniston. He also
mentioned that he had reached out to both men and looked forward to a campaign of “ideas and
respect.”
As for his position on certain key issues, McCullars brought up tax reform. As a CPA he has seen
that Alabama tax law and regulations are unfriendly to businesses and Alabama seems to maintain
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one of the most regressive tax systems in the country. He also wanted to state that things can be
better.
On spending he is concerned that the current legislature had to convene in special session to figure
out how to spend federal money to enhance broadband internet. Programs throughout state agencies
should be looked at more often to identify if everything makes good common sense. Again, he
stressed, this comes down to oversight.
On expanding access to health, Mr. McCullars seemed very passionate. He asked why we aren’t
providing healthcare for all citizens of Alabama and felt this should be a priority and asked why it
wasn’t currently. He also pointed out that lately, most of us have been to the doctor and we often feel
pushed through and “it isn’t a valuable time experience. The medical profession has become a
commodity driven industry.”
The Calhoun County Journal reached out to all the candidates to get their reaction to Mr. McCullars
entering the race. Mayor Wayne Willis stated that he is sincerely glad to see someone from the
opposite side enter the race, and he welcomes debate. He has known Mr. McCullars for many years
and respects his opinion. He believes they are both consistent with their opposing party’s stances and
while that may put them on opposite sides, he believes that there is room for open debate. He also
wanted to state that he believes that is what voters need to hear.
Keith Kelley stated. “I have known Danny and worked with him in the past and look forward to
discussing our views during the campaign”.
Mr. McCullars is excited about beginning this process and all the events that are to come. He also
wanted to stress that sometimes, politicians forget who they are representing. “We can only try to
make our State better for everyone. Government is often common sense, but common sense eludes
the government often.”

Cartoon added by newsletter
editor
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Billions Depend Upon Right Appointments
Danny McCullars
Danny is a CPA and District 12s Democratic Nominee for Senate

Once I am elected as a Democrat to represent Senate District 12, one of my top priorities will be to
influence the confirmation of executive department heads. While this may seem something less than
exciting, the decision of who will run State departments and control billions of dollars in spending is
critical to good government.
Too many times in the past, ‘good ‘ole
boys’ have found their way to these
appointments. Consider the separate
departments as major corporations. The
best and brightest talent should be
sought to help Alabamians receive the
services they need, in a timely and costeffective manner. Montgomery is not
good at this. Those in the political
bubble tend to like painting with similar
colors. In fact, untold amounts spent
have fiscal question marks. In my
practice, I am dealing with one such
situation now.

The purpose of the Committee on Confirmations is to be referred nominations and appointments by the
Governor. The committee can hold hearings and take testimony regarding those matters as deemed
appropriate. This is a big deal. One only needs to remember the ramifications of US Senate
concurrence on the last three Supreme Court nominees. The people
entrusted to spend our agencies’ large budgets funded by Alabama
taxpayers should be closely vetted by the Senate. Continuing legislative
oversight of these agencies is critical.
I count at-least 32 independent Alabama agencies requiring a department
head. The Governor’s proposed budget for next year is nearing $11
billion. Each department must have the expertise to properly spend this
money, plus the billions in federal flow through money that Alabama
enjoys. The business of making sure agency heads have a background
and expertise in their responsibilities is a unique function of the State
Senate. I look forward to joining this Committee in January, 2023. I hope
you all join me.

Danny McCullars, candidate,
Senate District 12
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January 6 Day of Remembrance and Action Jim Williams
On January 6, 2022, a number of Democrats from Calhoun County and surrounding areas organized and
participated in a nonpartisan January 6 Day of Remembrance and Action in Anniston. This event was one of
more than 350 across the nation. This event and one on the state capitol steps in Montgomery were the only
events in Alabama. These events commemorated Right Wing efforts to overturn the 2020 election. The events
also urged people to act to pass key federal bills to protect voting and elections.
Community activist Jim Williams initiated the event, and Karen Barwick of Pell City became co-host. The
original plan called for a rally on the steps of the federal courthouse in Anniston, reminiscent of several
rallies, such as Lights for Liberty and the Women’s March.
Owing to threat of storms, the event moved into the Anniston City Meeting
Center. Calhoun County Democratic Committee chair Sheila Gilbert, dressed as
'Lady Liberty,' greeted people as they entered. The event started with a short
video showing the attack on the Capitol.
Five speakers then spoke chronologically of their experiences/insights into
where we are today and need to go, from Bloody Sunday in 1965 through the
current lawsuit challenging the redistricting by the 2021 AL legislature and mustpass voting rights/electoral reform bills in Congress. Native Annistonian Nancy
Burleson spoke about being a 19-year-old on the Edmund Pettus Bridge on Bloody
Sunday. Activist Francis Garrett of St. Clair County grew up in rural, segregated
schools until the 10th grade. She worked on a chicken farm. Seeking better
opportunities, she left Alabama, got into school, and built a career in finance. She
stressed that every election is important. Dr. Mary Harrington, who now serves on
the Anniston school board, also attended segregated schools until 10th grade. She fulfilled her dream to
become teacher. She became first minority teacher and eventually the first female superintendent in Cleburne
County. Like Garrett, she stressed the importance of voting. "'When you don't vote, you make yourself count
as nothing. No vote, no voice.'" Leonette Slay from Birmingham is a longtime voting rights activist and leader
in related, state-level organizations. She is also a litigant in the lawsuit against AL secretary of state John
Merrill over gerrymandering following 2020 census. She reported on the hearing of that case in federal court
the preceding week. Political activist Karen Barwick from Pell City had career as toxic tort specialist for
insurance companies. In that role, she saw how corporations avoided responsibility for damage. She intensely
follows federal, voting-rights legislation. She briefly discussed key pieces of legislation now tied up in the
Senate and stressed the vital importance of getting them passed.

Nancy Burleson

Francis Garrett

Dr Mary Harrington

Leonette Slay

Karen Barwick
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“WE FACE THE GREATEST THREAT TO OUR NATION
SINCE THE CIVIL WAR.”
Coordinator Jim Williams wrapped up the indoor event. Speaking as a
professional historian and retired Navy officer he, stressed that we
face the greatest threat to our nation since the Civil War. As others had
also said, he saw us walking in the footsteps of the Civil Rights fighters
of the 1960s. He called for action on bills in the upcoming Alabama
legislative session and on the key federal legislation. There was a
moment of silence to honor those injured/killed in the attack. The
indoor event closed with singing "We Shall Overcome" as a tribute to
and anthem of the previous generation of Civil Rights pioneers, what
they did, and what we must do now.
After the indoor event, since the rain had stopped,
20 people convened on the steps of the federal
courthouse. They waved signs, had a few words, and
sang "We Shall Overcome."
Possibly because this was one of only two vigils in the
state, the event had unusually good media coverage.
Both WBRC 6 and ABC 33/40 TV channels in
Birmingham sent reporters and broadcast short
segments on the event. Sherry Kughn of The Anniston
Star did an article in the newspaper the day before.
She and photojournalist Ashley Morrison also
attended the event. The Star then published a frontpage story with photos on Friday. Freelance journalist Annistonian Nathan Young videoed almost the entire
event and posted an edited version on YouTube.
One concern was how to create and maintain a 'nonpartisan' quality to the event. The lack of GOP support for
federal voting rights and measures to protect the integrity of elections, as well as the rampant promotion of
The Big Lie within the GOP, made much Republican participation seem unlikely. Jim Williams reached out
directly to the local probate judge, who is a Republican and oversees election, to see if she'd come and talk
about the importance of voting rights and election integrity. There was no response.
Actual turnout was more than expected. The
event was scheduled for 3:30-4:30 pm. That
time of day was based on having the outside
venue and weather. That time excluded many
people who are working. When shifting the
venue, Williams estimated a maximum of
about 40 people. The actual headcount was
62-65. Some people traveled as much as 90
miles to attend. Some came who hadn't
previously been engaged. This included some
younger people. These things all point toward
a real success to celebrate.
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ATTENTION! ATTENTION!

Calhoun County Democrats will NOT meet on the usual ‘3rd
Thursday’ of the month. Instead – we will meet on the 4th Thursday, February 24th. We ask that you be
seated by 6:30 pm. This meeting will host our ‘1st Annual Shirley A. Justice Memorial Essay Contest’ and our
‘1st Annual Dr. George F. McKerley Memorial Oratorical’ contest. The Oratorical contestants will speak at 6:30
pm, and while the judges are deliberating – the Essay contest winners will read their essays. Afterwards, the
winners in both events will receive their cash prizes, etc. Then we will celebrate with a ‘Pot Luck’ dinner.
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So. What are Democrats going to do? This isn’t a rhetorical
question. What are WE willing to do? What are YOU willing
to do? Working together – we CAN make a positive
difference.
If you watch or read the news – you’ve heard it/seen it said
repeatedly: that the Republicans are ‘long term’ planners
and the Democrats are ‘last minute’ to engage. We have to
switch gears if we want to make any kind of gains.
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