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Comments he made Wednesday to a large crowd near the White
House were seen by many as a catalyst for the riot. “We will not
let them silence your voices,” he said at one point, leading to a
chant of “fight for Trump.”
“We’re going to walk down Pennsylvania Avenue. I love
Pennsylvania Avenue, and we’re going to the Capitol,” said Mr.
Trump. “We’re going to try and give our Republicans, the weak
ones, because the strong ones don’t need any of our help, we’re
going to try and give them the kind of pride and boldness that they
need to take back our country.” He returned to the White House
as supporters encroached the Capitol and began clashing with
police.

…….“This was a fraudulent election but we can’t play into the hands of these people, we
have to have peace,” Mr. Trump said in a video released on Twitter. “So go home, we love
you, you’re very special.”
Preceding are extracts from an article by Alex Leary, WSJ, Updated Jan. 7, 2021 2:22 am ET
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Trump caused the assault on the Capitol.
He must be removed.
Opinion by Editorial Board, The Washington Post
Jan. 6, 2021 at 6:31 p.m. CST (Excerpt reprinted here)

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S refusal to accept his election defeat and his relentless incitement of his
supporters led Wednesday to the unthinkable: an assault on the U.S. Capitol by a violent mob that
overwhelmed police and drove Congress from its chambers as it was debating the counting of
electoral votes. Responsibility for this act of sedition lies squarely with the president, who has shown
that his continued tenure in office poses a grave threat to U.S. democracy. He should be removed.
Mr. Trump encouraged the mob to gather on Wednesday, as Congress was set to convene, and to “be
wild.” After repeating a panoply of absurd conspiracy theories about the election, he urged the crowd
to march on the Capitol. “We’re going to walk down, and I’ll be there with you,” he said. “You’ll never
take back our country with weakness. You have to show strength, and you have to be strong.” The
president did not follow the mob, but instead passively watched it on television as its members tore
down fences around the Capitol and overwhelmed police guarding the building. House members and
senators were forced to flee. Shots were fired, and at least one person was struck and killed.
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Never Forget the Names of These Republicans Attempting a Coup

How Democracy Dies.
EXPOSE THE SEDITION CAUCUS. KNOW THEIR NAMES.
TED CRUZ.
JOSH HAWLEY.
KEVIN MCCARTHY.
A depressing number of GOP legislators — such as Sen. Josh Hawley (Mo.), Sen. Ted Cruz (Tex.),
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (Calif.) and House Minority Whip Steve Scalise (La.) — were
prepared to support Mr. Trump’s effort, fueling the rage of those the president has duped into
believing the election was stolen.

Tweets during the siege:
Capitol is on lockdown as protesters storm front entrance of the Capitol. They are banging on the door.
They have broken the glass window.
BREAKING: revolution in process as Trump supporters break into the Capitol building, attacking police,
breaking windows, and knocking down doors. Full anarchy at this “mostly peaceful” demonstration DC The
people have pushed through & are storming to main chambers

A dense group of protestors has shattered the windows of the Capitol. We can hear roaring chants of
“USA” outside.
Crowd chanting “Stop the steal” outside House chamber
Trump protesters just discharged a fire extinguisher outside Senate chamber. Many protesters are
inside building, and most people are hiding from them
Are we supposed to believe that many people showed up and it was a complete surprise??? Nobody
saw this coming or had time to stop them from infiltrating the capitol??
POC would have been met and stopped at the street by Police in full riot gear! Forget ever making it to
and storming the Capitol building! As for discharging a fire extinguisher...shots would have been fired!
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- Sheila Gilbert, Chair, Calhoun County Democratic Executive Committee
Recently while attempting to text words of encouragement to my friend whose father
was dying of COVID, I ran out of things to say, but found a quote from Aristotle which
seemed to fit the moment.

“We cannot direct the wind. But we can adjust the sails."
Sadly, my words might have given a pause for my friend to ponder, but it didn’t
change the outcome. COVID is among us and to be feared and dealt with in the best
way we know how.
Last Wednesday, January 6, 2021, an insurrection took
place at the United States Capitol. One week later we are
still absorbing the horrid details of all that took place and
are continuing to look for ways to help make things better.
The Calhoun County Democrats are basically helpless to
do anything significant at this particular time except to
worry about the direction of just where our country is
headed. Trump will be out of office in a matter of days,
but at what cost - lives lost, personal and physical
destruction, and continuing danger. Those of us who
identify with the Democratic party basically hold guilty all
Republicans who supported Trump in any way.
It is true not all Republicans who voted for Trump were
part of, nor supported the insurrection, but they knew the
kind of person he was and still supported and defended
him in all ways. Enough guilt to go around.

‘Alabama is on the cusp of a new day and we
would welcome all those who want a part of the
new Alabama.’
Our local Democratic Party will continue to move forward with our message of doing the most good for the
most people and supporting our incoming President, Joe Biden, and Vice-President, Kamala Harris, with 100%
of our support. For those disgruntled and without-a-home Republicans who are now searching for a party
where they feel comfortable, we invite them to re-examine the Calhoun County Democrats. We are good,
justice loving people who are not baby killers, socialists or communists. Alabama is on the cusp of a new day
and we would welcome all those who want a part of the new Alabama. Our state party chair, Chris England
and his staff, have a plan for a strong and revived direction. England is smart, direction-oriented and will lead
all 67 local party chairs in the direction of progress and effectiveness.

The time is right for us to now “adjust the sails”.
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Hello Friends and Fellow Democrats!
Hi Friends,
As most of us know by now, Donald Trump has been Impeached for the 2nd time
by Congress. Throughout his tenure as President, he has fanned the flames of
division, while making false claims that he has done more for Black people than
Abraham Lincoln. Our nation is hurting now and if we are to be effective and
purposeful, we must stand with a resolute mind knowing that God is on the side of
Right.

Vernon Presley, Vice Chair,
Calhoun County Democratic
Executive Committee

What we all witnessed on Wednesday, January 6, was an assault on the very principles of our civil liberty by a
mostly White racist mob who was hell bent on taking over our government.
Our country is facing many different challenges now - COVID-19, Unemployment, Black Lives Matter, Police
Shooting of unarmed Black People, Climate Change, and a Republican Party that says No to everything that
will help the poor, and uninsured, and block people from voting. (Gerrymandering)
‘God cannot be for and against the same thing at the same time’
I don't profess to know a lot, however, this is one thing that I know for sure - God cannot be for and against
the same thing at the same time. Certainly, President-Elect Joe Biden has the best interests of the people
those who voted for him as well as those who did not - at the core of his administration. He will be President
for all Americans. As I think of how his ability to govern will be, I'm reminded of Abraham Lincoln closed his
speech by calling citizens to their higher selves:
With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us
strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the
battle, and for his widow, and his orphan—to do all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace,
among ourselves, and with all nations.
Let us pray for our New President and Vice President, and pray for our country, the United States of America.

Bipartisan House vote charges
president with ‘incitement to
insurrection’ in deadly Capitol
attack
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Down at the (Virtual) HQ….
January 15, 2021
(This is definitely an “opinion piece” from me, and probably more of a mental
health self-therapy as I have wrestled with recent events. I hope some of this
might be helpful as you also try to sort through this time of unprecedented attacks
on our country. Dee)
- Dee Crumly, Director of HQ

Happy New Year to everyone! I don’t know any time that I can remember being
and Compliance
so happy to say those words on the morning of January 1, 2021! Leaving 2020 in
my rearview mirror reminded me of an old saying from my childhood, “thank God and Greyhound it’s gone”!

I know we all shared those feelings, as we looked forward to 2021, thinking that it had to be better than 2020 had
been; and then January 6, 2021 happened. On that day, we watched in horror, on live TV, as armed
insurrectionists stormed our Capitol building, threatening to kill our Vice President and other members of our
national leadership. They were cheered on by thousands of our fellow citizens outside on the steps of the Capitol
and in the streets. These invaders were there with a single purpose: to reverse the legitimate vote of the people in
several states, overthrow our democratic electoral system, and install their leader, Donald Trump, as President for
at least another four years.
In the days since then, I have wrestled with so many different feelings: shock, disbelief, anger, sadness, depression,
and frustration, just to name some of them. My anger and frustration has been focused on many different targets:
the individuals who stormed our Capitol; the people in the crowds outside; Donald Trump; our legislators who
encouraged these people; the Republican Party; our acquaintances, friends, and family members who have either
openly supported the rhetoric leading up to this time or those who have tacitly supported the rhetoric with their
silence. There seems to be no limit to the sources for my anger and blame.
As I have watched the news stories unfold since January 6th and read tons of postings on the social media
platforms, I have come to what I believe, is a more focused target for my anger, blame, and action. I know there is
an element of the people within this insurrection movement who are the most unredeemable folks of our society,
and I am not including them in the remainder of my comments. I fear they are hopeless. However, I do believe
there are millions more people in our country who have been brainwashed for decades to arrive at the point of
fear, mistrust and anger where they find themselves today.
You and I know this second group of folks “on the other side”. They are old friends from our childhood; they are
acquaintances and new friends from yesterday and today; they are church members and workplace and
organizational cohorts. They are all around us and more and more in recent times we have realized that we don’t
know them at all and can’t understand how they think the way they do. We have found ourselves distancing from
these folks and drawing closer into our like-minded friends, and most of them have done the same.
I think this separation, this division, is what frightens me the most about this time, and I have been thinking about
that a lot lately. I have faced the fact that the rise and power of Donald Trump did not come out of a vacuum. That
happened because our friends “on the other side” were not only receptive to him, for numerous reasons - but they
embraced him and his fascist ways. How could this happen? How could our friends and family members who we
have known and loved for so long accept this man and his message? I know people a lot smarter than me, have
and will continue to struggle with the answers to that question.
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Since the election of November 3rd and the attempted coup on January 6th, I have followed a lot of conversations
on social media where many of our “other side” friends have been very vocal about what they believe has been
happening in our country. In my struggle to make some sense of the nightmare, I have come to the conclusion that
a very large percentage of the Trump followers used to be “regular folks”. What I mean by that, is that many years
ago, they (or their parents) didn’t believe that every Democrat was a socialist/communist. They did not believe
that every Democrat was a “baby killer”. They did not believe that every Democrat was evil.
So, what has happened? How did we get here? Our “other side” folks have been bombarded with lies for decades.
In short, they literally have been brainwashed. (From the Miriam Dictionary: 1. a forcible indoctrination to induce
someone to give up basic political, social, or religious beliefs and attitudes and to accept contrasting regimented
ideas. 2. persuasion by propaganda or salesmanship.) The people who have participated in this brainwashing of
Americans are the ones who must be held accountable in the aftermath of the attacks on our democracy. The
best way to hold them accountable is to take their victims away from them. Stop the abuse. Set their victims free.
The Republican party operatives, and their financial backers, for decades, have outsmarted us. As I see it, they have
done two things very, very well. 1). They picked issues and created short, succinct phrases to make their point,
and they repeated it over and over again. 2). They created a “moral high ground of outrage” and they tied
everything to that moral high ground and cultivated an alliance with many of our religious leaders. These things
did not just happen accidentally, they were strategically planned.
This leads me to the question of, where do we go from here? First of all, we have to be honest with the situation.
Of course, it is clear that the damage done is so large across our country, that it will take years to undo much of the
damage. But we can’t sit by and wring our hands and hope things will change. We have to fight even harder than
we have in the past for change, especially while there is a crack in the Republican armor caused by these shocking
attacks. I see a few steps that I think will help focus our efforts:

‘I believe that the truth must start with our politicians across the aisle.’
1) For starters, we need to lobby our republican leadership to tell the truth. We have some Republicans in
Congress who are having a crisis of conscience. Do we have some in this state who have a pain in their conscience
as well? We need to capitalize on any leader who is stunned by recent events. I believe that the truth must start
with our politicians across the aisle. Their constituents will listen to them before they will anyone else. We must
appeal to their better selves to tell their constituents the truth. We must remind them how precious our
democracy is and how the lies have almost destroyed it. Our lobbying must be in the form of sincere, heartfelt
pleadings to them, via email or snail mail letters.
2) As individuals we must remind ourselves (I’m saying this for ME!) that the “other siders” truly believe what they
have been told, over and over and over. They believe it, strongly and passionately. They have been used. They
have been used to feed the greed for money and power by many politicians and corporate America. This
understanding allows us (ME) to not hate on them, in the same way they are hating on us. If we (I) don’t find a way
to adopt this mindset, I don’t know how we (I) can ever even begin to reduce the divide we have among Americans.
I wrestle with this personally within my own circle of friends and family, and some of you may also.
3) We must renew our vow and our commitment to working toward electing more Democrats in the state of
Alabama. We must go the extra mile, because the events of January 6th have shown us that our country is on the
line, and it is falling to US (you and me) Democrats to literally save our country. We must find a way to do that,
and we can only start right here in Calhoun County. Before long we will be looking for people to help with voter
registration; working within your community, your precinct area, to engage, organize, and reach out to potential
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Democrats. Stand up, show up, participate in any and everything you possibly can, to make a Democratic
difference in this county.
4) As individuals, where possible, identify ways to reach out to clergy and religious leaders. Where there is an
opening, take it. If there is an opportunity to bring clergy from different sides of the aisle together, for
conversation, be willing to take that opportunity.
5) We must also find a way to talk to our folks on the other side. As a wise retired JSU political science professor
recently said, “the Democrats need new messaging”. He further suggested we must reach out to those people who
have passed their breaking point with the Republican Party after January 6 th. We need to highlight our common
ground and share our love of country with them. We know there are many defectors, like former Sec. of State,
Colin Powell, who announced a few days ago that he is no longer a Republican. This mission will be a tall one, but
extremely necessary. The time is now. While Democratic leaders wrestle with how to accomplish this task on a
large scale, be thinking about this need and find ways to reach people on “the other side”. Try to find ways to talk
to these folks in a way that they “can hear you”. I will be the first to admit, that is hard, very hard, but I believe we
have to try. I am trying.
The Covid virus continues to ravage our country, our state, and our county. So, we must still find alternative ways
to support each other and reach out to others while we practice safety for one and all.
We hope that in the relatively near future we can be back together again, working through these questions and
looking for answers in a united front.
Until then, take care … Be safe, Dee Crumly.

Peggy Wallace Kennedy and her
husband Justice H. Mark Kennedy will
be guests on our January virtual Zoom
meeting - Thursday, January 21, at 6:30
pm. Please enter the room by 6:20.
The door prize is Peggy Kennedy's new
book, 'The Broken Road.'
Peggy Wallace Kennedy is a nationally
recognized speaker, lecturer, and
writer. Her father, George Wallace, and
her mother, Lurleen Wallace, were both
governors of Alabama. Mrs. Kennedy
has received, among others, The
Southern
Christian
Leadership
Conference Rosa Parks Legacy Award;
the Emmett Till Legacy Foundation
Woman of Courage award; the Brown Foundation Human Rights award; and the MLK Commission Award. Her
dedication to racial reconciliation offers hope for change in a divided America. She lives in Montgomery,
Alabama. Justice H. Mark Kennedy, Peggy's husband of forty-six years, served as a judge for more than two
decades including two terms as a Justice of the Supreme Court of Alabama. Together they have two sons.

8

Alabama 2021 Legislative Session
-Jim Williams
With everything happening in the world just in the past week, never mind the past month, it’s easy to overlook that
something else important is about to happen. On February 2, the Alabama legislature convenes its 2021 session.
It’s worth paying some special attention to this session for several reasons.
The Session and Advocacy
Because of COVID, this year’s session will likely proceed very differently from usual. The best information I have on
that comes from a zoom meeting on advocacy that Alabama Arise held on January 12.
 The 2021 session may be a lot like 2020: The
legislature will convene, hold a few official
session days and then adjourn until a few
days before May 30. That’s the last day the
legislature can legally meet. In a few days
before May 30, the legislature will wrap up
all the business it cares to do, including the
required budgets. Many bills have already
been pre-filed. That means they can be
taken up for hearings as soon as the
legislature convenes. So relatively little
‘new business’ may arise after the session
starts. Quite possibly federal pressure to
do something about the unconstitutional
conditions in Alabama’s prisons – will lead
to a special session in late summer.
 Accommodations to the risks COVID will impose restrictions on conducting business. The statehouse won’t be
generally open to visitors. The public will be limited to the first floor. Meetings with legislators will be by
appointment only. Meetings may also be limited in time; I believe I understood 15 minutes. It remains to be
seen how public hearings will be handled.
 The key to effective advocacy will be reaching out to individual legislators when they’re home in their
district, with hardcopy letters sent to their home address or direct phone calls/texts to personal phone
numbers if you have them and have permission to use them.
All these obstacles aside, there are a lot of important matters to address. People who want to follow specific
legislation may want to sign up for a free tracking tool at https://fastdemocracy.com/. This service lets you identify
topics you’re interested in and, based on that, select specific bills you want to follow. As actions occur, you’ll
receive an email notice. You can choose to receive a notice daily (Monday thru Friday), once weekly, or never. To
find individual bills by number and other information, I find it best to go to the Alabama Legislature Session
Information at http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/default.aspx .
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Issues
An Alabama ACLU update this past week identified several bills and issues that stood out to me. As usual, some
AL legislators seem more interested in regulating others’ bodies than in taking care of them.
Twin bills (HB1 and SB10) would prohibit medical professionals from providing any kind of “gender change therapy”
for minors. Every major medical association opposes this kind of action, which can be life threatening. ACLU sees
this effort to interfere with medical treatment as a civil liberties issue. The proposal also runs against established
science, poses a physical danger to young people with these conditions, and threatens criminal penalties and
license revocation for medical practitioners/therapists who’re exercising their professional judgment in their
patients’ interest.
Several bills relate to voting rights.
 HB82 would help restore voting rights for people with felony convictions. It would remove the process of
applying to the Board of Pardons and Paroles for a Certificate of Eligibility to Register to Vote for a person
to have his or her right to vote restored. It also would eliminate the requirement to pay fines and fees to
regain right to vote. Finally, it would restore voting rights to a person who’s been released from
incarceration for five or more years.
 HB83 would allow people to vote absentee without requiring any excuse, as is required in current law but was
set aside this year to accommodate people fearing exposure to COVID.
 HB84 would add a valid inmate identification card to forms of personal ID accepted for voting. This could
greatly improve the ability of incarcerated people to vote, since many lack and have no ready means to get
another type of ID currently accepted.
 HB102 would require probate judges and the Secretary
of State to establish a period of early voting without
requiring an absentee ballot. This would align AL with
33 states that now allow early voting or early voting
using no-excuse absentee balloting.
Another area of special concern is criminal justice reform.
 HB24 would allow people currently sentenced to life
without parole under Alabama's Habitual Felony
Offender Act (HFOA) or ‘three strikes law’ to be
resentenced under the standards and guidelines now
applicable.
More than 6,000 people are now serving life-without-parole
or enhanced sentences under the HFOA. Three-fourths are
Black, and 30% are over age 50. Many of these convictions
involve nonviolent crimes, sometimes committed decades
apart. One example is Willie Simmons, who has now served
37 years for a $9 robbery involving no physical injury when
he was addicted to drugs at age 25. He has been a model
prisoner, finishing his GED and doing other things. Under
current law, he would have received a maximum of 20 years.
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Besides the harmful impact on incarcerated individuals, the age and numbers of these inmates creates a
rapidly rising cost to the state for their medical care, as well as adding to Alabama’s unconstitutional
overcrowding. https://action.aclu.org/petition/al-repealhfoa The governor now proposes building 3
privately-built and run mega prisons to address this problem. These will cost the state something like $90M
per year, although critics say the cost could be double that. In any case, new facilities will do nothing to
stop the rising number of inmates – simply kicking the can down the road.
https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/news/2020/09/03/ivey-alabama-plans-build-new-prisonsbibb-elmore-and-escambia-counties/5702953002/ .
AL ACLU and AL Appleseed are encouraging people to reach out to their individual legislators to support
reform, which a large number of GOP legislators’ support.
 HB71 would establish an Accountability Court Commission to study and disseminate best practices for pretrial
diversion programs, such as drug courts. While these programs are intended to reduce crime, a recent
study showed that more than 40% of those in such a program committed a crime to cover the costs of
participating in diversion programs. Moreover, to try to meet often-high costs, people went without food
or other necessities and/or depended on charity to meet basic needs. Another concern is to eliminate civil
asset forfeiture. This allows law enforcement to seize the property of someone who’s only been charged
with a crime, to use or sell that property without any accountability, even if the person is never brought to
trial or convicted. This practice also can have ruinous effects on those affected. The proposed change would
require a criminal conviction for the state to retain, use or sell the property.
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Alabama Arise has highlighted other, ongoing concerns. A breakdown of these is at https://www.alarise.org/newsreleases/alabama-arise-unveils-members-2021-roadmap-for-change/
 A coalition of almost 100 organizations – many, faith-based – continues to press Gov. Ivey and the legislature
to expand Medicaid, which would provide healthcare access to ~ 340k Alabamians, with the vast majority
being working people earning too much to qualify for current Medicaid but too little to get a subsidy to buy
insurance through the mandated insurance exchanges.
 The longstanding shortfall in state revenue to provide adequate services in many areas is another.
 Other concerns include death penalty reform, payday and title lending reform, universal broadband access,
and tax reform.

I strongly encourage people to pay close attention to information and alerts coming out
of the Alabama Democratic Party and various advocacy groups like Arise, Appleseed,
League of Women Voters of Alabama (LWVAL), Cover Alabama Coalition, ACLU, the
Alabama NAACP, and Alabama chapter of Sierra Club. Facebook groups like Wake
Up Alabama, New Democrats of Alabama, and Indivisible are good sources of up-todate information, as also are the web and Facebook pages of the Calhoun County
Democratic Committee and neighboring county Democrats. Above all, stay alert and
engaged. When things happen, they will likely happen fast, with most happening out of
public view. This makes individual contact with our legislators even more important.

Dr Jim Williams
Community Volunteer
And Activist

https://www.sierraclub.org/alabama
https://www.alarise.org/

https://aldemocrats.org/

https://www.coveralabama.org/

https://www.calhouncountydemocrats.com

https://alnaacp.org/
https://www.facebook.com/
wakeupAL/
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Calhoun Democrats condemn Capitol attack
Dear Editor:
On Jan. 8, the Executive Committee of the Calhoun County Democratic Party issued the
following statement regarding the events occurring on Jan. 6
Anarchists and seditionists attacked our country. They likely came from every state,
certainly Alabama. Their presence was sown and generously watered by the lies of a
mentally unstable President and all the cowards who flailed on the end of his strings.
Alabama Congressman Mike Rogers is one of those puppets.
While even Lindsey Graham, a primary puppet, condemned the attack, the initial
comment from Mike Rogers was an email from a staffer saying he was safe! Good for him.
As is consistently the case, Mike Rogers said nothing until others acted, thus showing him
the safest response. Yet we allow him to ride the R into office every two years.
Rogers, along with all those making a mockery of their oaths to uphold the Constitution,
was fully complicit with those who stormed our Capitol and raised the Confederate and
Trump flags in it. His actions, along with those of his collaborators, set the stage for the
attack.
We condemn the actions of these domestic terrorists as well as the actions of those who
paved the way for them, particularly the insignificant seven from Alabama. We know who
they are and will continue criticizing them for the lack of leadership they display for
Alabama.
Sheila Gilbert, Chair, Calhoun County Democratic Executive Committee
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Risking our Democracy
Dear Editor:
This is in response to a recent article of The Anniston Star, “Rogers joins election
challenge just before court rejects it,” (Page 3A, Dec. 12-13).
Amos L. Kirkpatrick,
Attorney at Law

What elected official would take an oath of office to defend and protect the
Constitution and laws of this country, but betray that oath to support a demagogue
like President Trump and risk our democratic principles of government?

Congressman Mike Rogers, and most of these people, are lawyers and well-educated. They knew better, and
cannot claim their actions were a mistake.
Those who refuse to put country above party will be treated badly by history. Their lasting memories will be
nothing but dust, lost in the wind.
Their idiotic scheme to retain power against the will of the majority was an attempted coup d'état.
Amos L. Kirkpatrick, Atty at Law, Anniston
1 January 2021

Rogers joins lawmakers opposing certification of election results
“The results of a handful of states critical to both campaigns are in serious doubt,” Rogers was quoted as
saying in his Monday statement. “Our elections should be free, fair and transparent. The 2020 election was
not.” Rogers was himself re-elected to the House in the November vote. Was that a fair election???
All six Alabama House Republicans voted in favor of objecting to the election results from Arizona. That includes
Reps. Robert Aderholt, Mo Brooks, Jerry Carl, Barry Moore, Gary Palmer and Mike Rogers. Democrat Rep. Terri
Sewell voted against the objection.

Robert Aderholt

Mo Brooks

Jerry Carl

Mike Rogers

Barry Moore

Gary Palmer

The New Testament asks us in Mark 8:36:
“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, but lose his soul?”
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Goodbye 2020!! As Tom Petty said, “Don’t Come Around
Here No More”
The gifts have been opened and if you’ve
been to the store to exchange something –
you were in the midst of many, many people
doing the same thing. Not all of them were
mask wearers. With Christmas behind us, we
welcome the New Year and are hopeful that
everyone who needs/wants the Covid-19
vaccine will get it in a timely manner and that
we can ‘get on with business.’ Healthcare
workers, first responders and those over 75
yrs old were first to receive the vaccine. I
didn’t quite make that first cut, but hopefully,
the rest of us will be in line soon.
We’ve been wearing masks and social
distancing for almost a year. Calhoun County Democrats have not met since last March. I can still hear
Trump saying ‘it’s just one case.’ Then he said ‘it’ll go away, it will suddenly disappear.’
Now, with 23.8M cases and 396K deaths in the US, he says ‘It would have been much worse - much much
worse - if I hadn’t acted so quickly.’
Now, having closed the door on 2020, we moved confidently into 2021. After all, vaccines for Covid were
on the way. What more could go wrong? Six days into 2021, we learned. We watched in disbelief, and we
learned.
Trump had long since stopped using a ‘dog whistle’ and in December, started ‘building a clock’ for his
people proclaiming January 6 as a “day of reckoning.” The day they were ‘invited’ to gather in Washington
to “save America.” Trump told them to “stop the steal” of the presidential election that he’d lost, insisting to
the world – that he’d won by ‘millions and millions’ of votes.
The president himself had all but “circled it on the nation’s calendar “Big protest in D.C. on January 6th,” Mr.
Trump tweeted on Dec. 19, just one of several of his tweets promoting the day. “Be there, will be wild!”
 Dec. 27: “See you in Washington, DC, on January 6th. Don’t miss it. Information to follow.”
 Dec. 30: “JANUARY SIXTH, SEE YOU IN DC!”
 Jan. 1: “The BIG Protest Rally in Washington, D.C. will take place at 11:00 A.M. on January 6th.
Locational details to follow. StopThe Steal!”
 That same day, a supporter misspelled the word “cavalry” in tweeting that “The calvary is coming, Mr.
President!” Mr. Trump responded: “A great honor!”
 Jan 6: There are many videos where protestors can be heard saying “We’re here for you Nancy!”
“Drag them out!” “We want Trump!” “Break it Down!”
 Jan 6: As the mob draws closer - Legislators can be heard whispering to each other “Take your pins
off” so they can’t identify you. A few called loved ones for the ‘last goodbye.’ A Capitol Police officer
fires at a woman as she is climbing through a broken window into the Speaker's Lobby, a corridor
beside the House Chamber. She later dies.
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Mayor Bowser seeks help from the D.C. National Guard on December 31. On Jan 6, 12:49 pm, an angry
crowd outside the Capitol is reported. Jan. 6, 5:40 pm, about 150 members of the D.C. National Guard
arrive at the Capitol to begin support operations. What took so long???
At Trump’s request, Jan. 6 brought thousands, including between 2,000 and 2,500 of the Proud Boys to DC.
Trump told the crowd ‘We will never give up. We will never concede. It will never happen. You don’t
concede when there’s theft involved. Our country has had enough. We will not take it anymore.”
He then invited the crowd to walk to the Capitol, saying he would go with them to give Republicans “the
kind of pride and boldness they need to take back our country.” Trump went back to the White House and
watched the mob gather then storm the Capitol on TV.
“There’s no question the president formed the mob,” Rep Liz Cheney, Republican from Wyoming, told Fox
News. “The president incited the mob. The president addressed the mob. He lit the flame.”
After hours of violence and destruction - Trump was talked into making a video to calm the situation. “I
know you’re hurt,” he told the rioters. “We had an election that was stolen from us. It was a landslide election
and everyone knows it, especially the other side. But you have to go home now.” He added: “We love you.
You’re very special.”
Hard to believe. Before Twitter took his account down, Trump tweeted “These are the things and events
that happen when a sacred landslide election victory is so unceremoniously & viciously stripped away from
great patriots who have been badly & unfairly treated for so long, “go home with love & in peace.
Remember this day forever!”
Six hours after the mob violently broke doors and windows and gained entrance to the Capitol, and
legislators either hid or were taken to safety, deliberations resumed on the election results from Arizona.
Before the riots, Trump had more than dozen Republican Senators on his side. After the attack, only six
Senators voted as Trump had requested. Alabama’s Tommy Tuberville was one of them.
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The objection raised against Arizona's electoral votes failed overwhelmingly in the Senate, 93-6.

Here are the six
Republican senators
who voted to sustain
the objection:
Sen. Ted Cruz, Sen. Josh
Hawley, Sen. Cindy
Hyde-Smith, Sen. Roger
Marshall, Sen. John
Kennedy, Sen. Tommy
Tuberville

Did the rioters have ‘inside help?’
Capitol Police are investigating allegations by Democratic members of Congress that Republican
lawmakers gave tours of the Capitol to supporters of President Donald Trump a day before a proTrump mob rioted there.
Rep. Mikie Sherrill, D-N.J., has said she saw “members of Congress who had groups coming through
the Capitol ... a reconnaissance for the next day.”

Beverly Williams
Newsletter Editor
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