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Medicaid Expansion –
Moving Closer, Work Yet To Do
Through March and April, Alabama has moved closer to expanding
Medicaid than ever, although work remains to cross the finish line.
Alabama Democrats have long supported expansion for many reasons but,
above all, because it would bring healthcare access to over 300,000 of our
fellow Alabamians.
The American Rescue Plan Act that President Biden signed in March
includes important financial incentives for holdout states like Alabama to
expand. The state would gain as much as $940M in extra funding for
Medicaid if it opted in July to expand. The extra funding guaranteed for
the first years would more than cover the added cost to Alabama for some
years beyond that time. By then, other economic benefits of expansion
would almost or more than offset the additional cost going forward.
A long effort to show broad public support for expansion is also reaching a
climax. A poll that Gov. Ivey’s favorite firm conducted in January showed
69% of Alabamians favoring expansion. That included 64% of Republican
voters. On March 25, the Cover Alabama Coalition held a Day of Action.
More than 1,000 Alabamians sent more than 3,000 emails to Governor
Ivey and their state legislators. There were also many phone calls. This is
an exceptional amount of contact at state level. On April 7, a letter to Gov.
Ivey signed by more than 300 healthcare professionals, urging her to act
now, was published. This group included doctors, nurses, hospital
- cont’d on p. 6
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- Sheila Gilbert, Chair, Calhoun County Democratic Executive Committee

BLUE IN ‘22
Likely many of you know of mine and Jerry’s up close and personal encounter with the
recent tornado which swept through the northern part of our county on the afternoon
of March 25. We had a great amount of tree damage with gaping holes in our roof,
yet to be repaired, and an amazing number of trees lost around our property. All this
activity produced a chain reaction of no power, water or phone/internet service for
long periods of time…10-14 days not to mention the inconveniences of none of the basic necessities. (Country
girls can survive). Today (April 12) we are promised service by ATT phone/internet …18 days later. (Thanks to
Beverly for extending my deadline for submitting this article). Soon I’ll be writing about the things I learned
during this time period…such as: 1) you can buy a gallon of water, but you can’t buy a gallon of electricity, 2)
Bobcats/excavators are nice; I want one of each.
In the meantime, we are deeply grateful to our wonderful friends, neighbors, family and fellow democrats
who helped provide wonderful meals and basic support to us. All of them already had a strong set of angel
wings, but surely those were made longer and stronger by their recent actions.

“What we are seeing is Jim Crow in new clothes”
As I come back into the real world of politics it is disappointing, but not surprising to see that the Republican
party continues their underhanded tactics of suppressing the voting process. If you can’t win by following long
established election laws, then change the rules and move the finish line. What an underhanded tactic of
“legal” cheating and ignoring the set standards. As James Clyburn, 3 rd ranking Democrat in the House of
Representatives, said yesterday on national TV, “What we are seeing is Jim Crow in new clothes”. What a
crying shame that a major political party chooses to do everything they can to suppress the voting process, in
order to remain viable, but then, again, it demonstrates that they know the only way they can win is to cheat.
Even a Division III team could beat Auburn or Alabama if, throughout the game, they were able to change the
rules to fit their needs. The previous president took advantage of the vulnerable and power-hungry
Republicans who have thrown their basic integrity out the window in favor of their own re-elections. Thank
God our Calhoun County Democrats are decent, democracy-focused individuals who concentrate on
maintaining a higher standard of fair and honest elections.
It makes me sick to learn that a local Republican
Party official had the audacity to (while praising
the DC representatives surveying the recent storm
damage) proclaim the repugnant phrase “draining
the swamp”….Was this really necessary? Ever?
Maybe we will have a time when we can talk
about what Republicans and tornadoes have in
common. I’ve already started my list; you do the
same.
To end on a positive note: Calhoun County
Democrats remain strong, dedicated and ready to face
2022 elections head on with winning (fairly) as our top goal.

“Blue in ‘22”
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“Justice is what love looks like in public”
Hello Friends! Like many of you we have been following the trial of former
police officer Derek Chauvin for the murder of George Floyd. This is really very
interesting to watch. Most cases like this are not televised to the public. As
Cornel West famously said, “Justice is what love looks like in public.”
Many of us know, for example, there are white people who engage in violence,
or some type of altercation or confrontations with police - and those police
officers often use restraint to de-escalate the situation. Which is precisely
what they should be doing with that white person - just as they should be
doing with black people - but they're not. For some reason, they seem to have
the idea that black people are dangerous and violent animals that need the use
of lethal force. Simply because they think that they need to be in fear of their
lives.

Vernon Presley, Vice Chair
Calhoun County Democratic
Executive Committee

The idea that some Americans commonly believe that black people (Under-estimated, Under-Valued, and
Marginalized) in black neighborhoods are more dangerous. Some commonly connect blackness with
criminality and danger, which is simply not true. This is a serious problem that needs creative community
solutions. We know that police officers don't write the laws they enforce, the local government does that. The
City Council, County Commissioners, Dist. Attorney, and Attorney General. I know many of you would agree
that we need change in our case law. We all know that we (White, Black, Republicans, Democrats,
Independent) should not protect anyone who is killing another Human being. This case in Minnesota is being
watched very closely, and the verdict will determine if all lives matter.
This should motivate us and
rejuvenate us to vote, especially
this midterm. It is very important
that we elect the Congress that will
support the President’s Legislation.
President Biden has shown us that
his Administration is about helping
the working people, the least of us,
the left out, the lonely and the sick.
President Biden needs the 4 years
of those in Congress whose say yes
to Infrastructure of rebuilding our
roads and bridges, and safely
reopening schools and colleges. The
is the Big and Bold Leadership that
this President wants to accomplish.
Most important right now, is the work that his Administration is doing to help get all Americans vaccinated. It
appears that we are rounding the corner on being able to meet again collectively as a group. Our Zoom
sessions are so informative - thanks to Sheila for her creativity, and leadership.
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DOWN AT THE VIRTUAL HQ
April 10, 2021

When Beverly Williams first started this Newsletter and asked me to write an article
about our HQ activities, I named it “Down at the HQ”. I named it that because the
article was going to reflect news and information about the activities and
information available at our physical headquarters. Little did any of us know that a
few short months later, our HQ, would be forced into becoming a “Virtual” HQ,
thanks to a nightmare disease called “COVID-19” AND the failure of our then 45 th
President to adequately protect our people and our country from this disaster.

Dee Crumly, Director of
HQ Compliance

So here we are thirteen months later, and our HQ is still “Primarily” and “literally”, a virtual HQ. But, as President
Biden often says, “help is on the way”. Precious vaccines are being distributed all over the country. I thought we
could all use a “pick-me-up” with a little good news of progress in the battle against COVID-19 in Calhoun County.
The population to be vaccinated in Calhoun County, is 92,039 (over the age of 16). The following statistics relate to
the efforts to vaccinate that population of people (as of April 10th):
Total doses administered – 40,312
Total people receiving one or more doses - 26,158
Total of the 92,039 who are completely vaccinated – 15,456, or 16.8%
So, while this is definitely wonderful news to have vaccinations taking place, we see from the numbers that we still
have a long way to go.
Thankfully our COVID numbers are going down from the terrible numbers we have had. Total cases for Calhoun
County are 14,277, with 311 deaths. Within the last 14 days, there have been only 89 cases and RMC Hospital
currently (4/10) has only 5 COVID cases. All this is good news, but still too much. We must stay vigilant and
continue to listen to our healthcare advisors so that we don’t experience a surge as others have.
So, what do our healthcare advisors say about what fully vaccinated folks should and should not do? Here are
some highlights from the CDC.gov list.
We CAN:
Visit inside a home or private
setting without a mask with
other fully vaccinated people
You can gather indoors with
unvaccinated people of any age
from one other household (for
example, visiting with relatives
who all live together) without
masks or staying 6 feet apart,
unless any of those people or
anyone they live with has
an increased risk for severe
illness from COVID-19.
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We Should NOT:
Visit indoors, without a mask, with people at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19
For now, if you’ve been fully vaccinated:
You should still take steps to protect yourself and others in many situations, like wearing a mask, staying at least 6
feet apart from others, and avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces.
Take these precautions whenever you are:
1) In Public or
2) Gathering with unvaccinated people from more than one other household; or
3) Visiting with an unvaccinated person who is at increased risk of severe illness or death from COVID-19 or who
lives with a person at increased risk AND - You should still avoid medium or large-sized gatherings.

What We’re Still Learning (also from cdc.gov): We know that COVID-19 vaccines are effective at preventing
COVID-19 disease, especially severe illness and death.
1) We’re still learning how effective the vaccines are against variants of the virus that causes COVID-19. Early data
show the vaccines may work against some variants but could be less effective against others.
2) Still learning how well COVID-19 vaccines keep people from spreading the disease.
3) Early data show that the vaccines may help keep people from spreading COVID-19, but we are learning more as
more people get vaccinated.
4) Still learning how long COVID-19 vaccines can protect people.
So, we see from this CDC guidance that we are not completely out of the woods yet, even though we have these
life-saving vaccines coming to our communities. We have to be patient a while longer, and that’s why our HQ is
still primarily “Virtual” for now.
Now, I know you may be thinking, why are we talking about COVID in this “political” newsletter? Well, sadly, for
the first time that I can recall, our public health emergency precautions have been politicized to the point that they
are almost useless and so many people do not exercise personal responsibility.
We all have friends, family and acquaintances who have been refusing to wear masks; refusing to socially distance;
refusing to wash hands and disinfect; refusing to quarantine, and now who are refusing to be vaccinated and are
refusing the idea of a “vaccination passport”. Our pandemic is right in the middle of our politics and we must do
everything we can to help end this nightmare. One way to do that is to continue to become better and better at
being Democrats and sharing the Democratic message with others.
Take care, Dee Crumly
(Statistics and healthcare directives included here were obtained from cdc.gov and alabamapublichealth.gov
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Medicaid Expansion, -- Cont’d from p.1
administrators, psychologists, dentists, optometrists, and others. Several local
doctors, along with fellow CalCoDem and psychologist Lucile Bodenheimer, signed. A
similar letter from faith leaders is still open for signatures. CalCo Dems Executive
Committee Vice Chair Vernon Presley is among several pastors in the area who have
already signed. A third letter, signed by business leaders, will follow. Any business
owner or leader in a business can still sign on. Individuals who don’t fit one of these
categories can also sign a separate petition.

Dr. Jim Williams,
Community Volunteer
& Activist

Explicit objections to expansion still focus on uncertainties about costs. Gov. Ivey has
ordered an independent analysis by a professional consulting firm. UAB is also updating the analysis it did several
years ago. The original UAB study showed broad economic and revenue benefits to expansion. If, as seems likely,
the report Gov. Ivey has ordered shows favorable fiscal results, that seems likely to move Gov. Ivey to expand
Medicaid. The process would then depend on either concurrence or no action by the Legislative Council, a kind of
executive committee of legislators when the legislature is not in session. The health advantages to the state and its
citizens are indisputable.
Please sign the letter thanking the medical professionals who signed the letter to Gov. Ivey!
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Just a quick update on College Dems:
College Democrats are preparing for the end of the semester and summer break!
We are all excited for the year to come and are currently shifting focus to prepare
to help local and state candidates throughout the fall of 2021 and spring of 2022
prepare for the November 2022 election cycle. Recently, Dalton Cutter, a
Jacksonville State alumni, spoke to us over zoom about his experiences working
in the political field and as a former College Democrat. The meeting was very
informative to our members and we are thankful for Dalton's continued support
Adison Cook, CalCoDem
to our organization. In the coming weeks, we will be conducting executive
Vice Chair, Youth; College
committee elections for the next academic year. Despite some organizational
Democrats, JSU
struggles over the past year due to the Covid-19 pandemic, I believe College
Democrats is in a great position to return to our previous form with traditional activities and events once it is safe
to do so. The word around campus is that operations are expected to be able to return to normal by the start of
the Fall semester. We are all looking forward to continuing to work with the Calhoun County Democrats and to
upcoming opportunities to help elect competent leaders across our region and state!
Best wishes, Adison Cook

WHAT? CalCoDem monthly Zoom meeting
WHEN? Thursday, April 15th at 6:30 pm
WHERE? The comfort of your own home 😊

ZOOM!

WHY? Chair Sheila Gilbert and others will give updates on several important issues/projects and we need
YOUR thoughts and ideas. We are working on projects to help get Democrats elected across the country in
2022! Your time and energy will make the difference in what kind of country we live in. We cannot go back –
we must move forward.
HOW? Your invitation to the Zoom meeting is on the email that accompanies this newsletter.
House keeping notes: Please avoid the
habits of some of the Zoom meeting
attendees to the left. As a courtesy to
others – please be attentive and avoid
engaging in activities that could be
distracting to others.
There’s usually a few minutes at the
beginning of the meeting to greet others
and there’s time allotted at the end of
the official meeting to chat and socialize.
Everybody LOVES socializing
and catching up with each other,
and seeing children and pets!
Especially children and pets, lol!
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Music To My Ears
I was running errands the other day. Went to the post
office, the bank, dropped off some donations, went by the
Headquarters…. A normal day in these not so normal times.
I had MSNBC on the radio to be sure I was caught up on the news
and I heard something wonderful. A recent poll asking how people
currently identify politically and over 49% currently consider themselves
Pam Howard, Treasurer
leaning Democrat. It is the highest percentage to call themselves Democrats in
over a decade. It took Storming the Capitol and blatant corruption to start to open people’s eyes,
but it might actually be happening.
According to the article in Marketwatch.com:
“The number of Americans identifying as Republicans or as independents who lean toward the GOP dropped to
40% in the first quarter of 2021, compared with the number of Democrats or independents leaning toward the
Democratic party hitting 49%. And that nine-percentage-point lead is the greatest Democratic advantage that
Gallup has measured since the fourth quarter of 2012, when former President Barack Obama was re-elected.”
That means now is the time. Now is the time to be the adults in the room and remind people how our
government is supposed to look. How it is supposed to work. I know it is a long shot, but even in Alabama
there are people starting to come out of the fog. Reasonable people who have been voting republican their
whole lives are running out of excuses for people like Mo Brooks, Tommy Tuberville, and John Merrill.
We have to step up to the plate and show all who are opening their minds what we stand for. We don’t just
claim to be the party of family values, we back it up with action. Let’s be loud about the issues that affect us
every day here in East Alabama. Healthcare, jobs, education, voting rights, prison reform and more. The issues
that touch all of our lives. Let’s show them that we believe in honesty, transparency, integrity and we expect
those characteristics in our elected officials.
As more of us complete the vaccine process, we are becoming able to do more safely. We have begun postcard
drives, candidate recruitment and have continued to provide meals to RMC’s Covid Unit staff. There is much
we can all do if we put our minds to it. We need your ideas, your energy, and your support! Together we can
make our little blue dot a lot bigger… maybe even turn the county purple! What are you going to do to help?
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Republicans can’t be trusted for the following
reasons:

1. They will lie, cheat, steal, kill, or do anything to regain power recently lost in the
last election.

Amos Kirkpatrick,
Attorney at Law

2 . They have a lot of rhetoric, but no policy/plan for leading the country into the future.
3. The Party is so split at the national level, you can’t distinguish the tail from the head.
4. On the state and local levels, the leaders are trying to create laws to suppress the voting rights of citizens of
color, in order to regain power in the future, which is unconstitutional.
5. Rather than condemn the doctrine of “white supremacy”, many Republicans dodge the issue and refuse to
attack it directly.
6. They always move the goal-posts to take advantage of a situation, and blame others for their actions,
inactions or shortfalls.
7. As long as Donald Trump is viewed by a large segment of the party as a leader and policy-maker, the party
will be identified as “the party of liars and hypocrites”.
At the present time, Democrats should ignore a plan for bi-partisanship with Republicans to get something
done. They should abolish the filibuster rule in the senate and govern the country.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

- Jim Williams

Senate Bill 165 – access to public records fights corruption
Knowing what public officials are doing – or not – is vital to government accountability. That means the public
must have access to public records. David Cuillier, a professor of journalism at the University of Arizona,
studied compliance with requests for records across the nation. Alabama ranks last. Senate Bill 165, which
Sen. Arthur Orr (R-Decatur) sponsored, might improve this situation. On April 1, SB165, passed the Alabama
Senate Judiciary Committee.
While not perfect, SB165 would strengthen Alabama’s public records law. It would require the government to
respond to a request within 14 days. It would create a public access counselor within the Alabama Department
of Examiners of Public Accounts to decide whether to extend time limits to respond to a request. When
records are denied, the counselor would rule on appeals. The bill would set reasonable schedules for costs to
provide requested documents. Currently, some agencies charge excessive amounts to get records. If a request
is denied, the only recourse is going to court, which is slow and expensive. Effectively, costs and having to go
to court if refused keep citizens from accessing the records that belong to them.
The Alabama Press Association and some media outlets strongly back SB165. At least some in local
government oppose. The executive director of the Association of County Commissions of Alabama said this bill
would make all communications, including emails, between public officials and the public open to records
requests. He also claimed that the bill hadn’t had any real scrutiny. Many media outlets say that claim is
untrue. The issue isn’t new. It’s been before the Legislature for several years. Some opponents say the bill that
the volume of requests will burden some agencies organizations due to which will be made. Advocates say
that doesn’t excuse failing to make public records available. They also say not to expect a big increase in the
number of requests.
James Phillips, who publishes the Daily Mountain Eagle in Walker County, has said that failing to provide
access is one reason Alabama has so much corruption. ‘If someone has an issue with this bill, it’s probably
another reason why we need this bill.’”

Let’s urge our Senator and Representatives to back SB165. As the old saying goes, ‘Sunlight is
the best disinfectant.’ Alabama could use some.
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THE FIGHT TO REBUILD THE MIDDLE CLASS
Alabama Workers Attempt to Unionize Bessemer Amazon
The Amazon warehouse which opened in Bessemer about a year ago employs almost 6,000 workers and
stands on the site of a former U.S. Steel mill. That steel mill and others like it were instrumental in building a
strong middle class in Alabama and all over the country in the 1950s and 1960s. Those middle-class jobs are
mostly non-existent now and are being replaced by companies such as Amazon.
For the last several months, workers at the Bessemer Amazon attempted to form a union. They succeeded in
bringing the issue to a vote recently, but Amazon soundly defeated the effort when about half of its workers
overwhelmingly voted AGAINST forming a union workforce.
Many folks point out that the Amazon Warehouse jobs are similar to the industrial jobs of the past. They are
among the primary options high school and community college graduates have available to them. The jobs are
physically demanding, dangerous, and unlike factory jobs of the past, they often are performed in isolation,
rather than working in teams with others. These jobs also do not pay as well as the factory jobs of the past.
In opposition to the union organizers, Amazon argued that all their employees in Bessemer make $15.00 an
hour, which is double the minimum wage of $7.25. HOWEVER, $15.00 an hour equates to approximately
$31,000 annually, less than half of the U.S. median family income,* and in some cases, low enough for families
to qualify for subsidized lunches. This is certainly not “middle-class-building” family incomes.
The organizers have petitioned the NLRB to review the vote process, claiming that Amazon participated in
unfair practices designed to intimidate their workers into voting against unionizing. It remains to be seen if the
NLRB will intervene.
To Be Continued.
This article is taken from: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/12/briefing/iran-minneapolis-officer-themasters.html and census.gov
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The Insurrectionists – Who They Are and Aren’t
--Dr Jim Williams

All the years of the Trump
Era have been shocking to
many people in many
respects, but the attack on
the Capitol on January 6
kicked things into a higher
orbit that have left many
people
scrambling
to
understand who such people
are and what drives them.
Many have presumed that
these are people who’ve
suffered from losses of jobs
from offshoring of manufacturing or declines in dying industries like coal mining or some other bread-and-butter
causes. There’s an urgency to understand what’s happening, because January 6 clearly crossed the line from
protest to outright insurrection, despite efforts of GOP apologists to downplay the significance and severity of the
events. The basic question is how has our political order come unglued, why, and what can we do to restore it?

“’mainly middle-class to upper-middle-class whites.”
A recent study of people arrested for their participation in the assault on January 6 gives a very different and, in
some ways, more disturbing picture of who, what, and why these people were. An article in the New York Times on
April 6 summarized some of the key findings. Rather than being driven by economic distress, the Capitol
insurrectionists were “’mainly middle-class to upper-middle-class whites.” Instead, their main motivation was fear
of losing status: “…as social changes occur around them, they will see a decline in their status in the future.'” There
were also important correlates to the demographics of their home areas: "One fact stood out .... Counties with the
most significant declines in the non-Hispanic white population are the most likely to produce insurrectionists. This
finding held true, Mr. Pape determined, even when controlling for population size, distance to Washington,
unemployment rate and urban or rural location." So, rather than economic hardship, it was a fear about status –
highlighted by changes in ethnic composition of their home areas – that moved them to violence. In simplest
terms, the root cause translates into racism, as little as I like to use that term.
As someone whose specialty as a historian was American history, I found these findings unsurprising, even if
discouraging. Going back to studies of immigration and responses to it from colonial days forward, there has
always been a strong backlash against newcomers. Even before the nation formed, there was resentment against
Germans coming into areas of English settlement. By the 1830s, the influx of large numbers of Irish bred a backlash
among the old English and newer German stock, who by then had become ‘accepted.’ By the 1880s, the Irish had
become part of the ‘real America,’ and they joined in despising Italians and other Southern/Eastern Europeans.
Even so, all of these groups fitted within the broader category of ‘white,’ European ethnicity.
The story of acceptance – or lack thereof – has differed for people who didn’t fit within that white-European mold.
The first, systematic, legal efforts at exclusion targeted Asians – notably, Chinese and Japanese. The Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882 was the first and only major federal legislation that explicitly stopped immigration for a
specific nationality. It followed decades in which Chinese worked in the Gold Rush, agriculture, and formed up to
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90% of the labor building the Transcontinental Railroad from the West to the East. Chinese also became major
workforce in the garment industry. Similar resentment against Japanese led to the Gentlemen’s Agreement in 1907
by which the US wouldn’t restrict Japanese immigration but Japan wouldn’t let its citizens emigrate to the US. So,
anti-Asian prejudice as we’ve seen surge in the past few years has a long history.
The one group that has been longest, most consistently, and most violently affected is Blacks/African-Americans.
While any of these other non-White groups are subject to prejudice and discrimination, the status relationships
between Blacks and whites runs far deeper and is fundamental to the notion
of White supremacy. This special relationship, its dynamics, and its
importance in American society have been very well understood far back into
our history. A speech in 1851 by Jefferson Davis very clearly summarized the
dynamic.

“…no white man, in a slaveholding community, was the menial servant of
anyone. …whenever the poor white man labored for the rich, he did so
upon terms of distinction between him and his negroes. And … this very
distinction elevated, and kept the white laborer on a level with his
employer; because the distinction … is a distinction of color. …. Free the
negroes, however, and … the poor white man would become a menial
servant…reduced to an equality with the free blacks ….”

Once slavery legally ended, whites struggled to preserve their sense
of status within the larger society. Segregation was vital to this effort.
George Wallace clearly appealed to this basic formula in his 1963
inauguration speech:

“Today I have stood, where once Jefferson Davis stood, and took
an oath to my people. It is very appropriate then that from this
Cradle of the Confederacy, this very Heart of the Great AngloSaxon Southland, that today we sound the drum … In the name of
the greatest people that have ever trod this earth, I draw the line in
the dust and toss the gauntlet before the feet of tyranny . . . and I
say . . . segregation today . . . segregation tomorrow . . .
segregation forever.”
The pattern, with minor variations and expanded color parameters, has been repeated and reapplied by people
more interested in their own advancement than the welfare of their neighbors or the nation as a whole. That, as
with Trump and many of his emulators, this has been so successful in bringing adherents reflects a sad but basic
fact: Many people are quite willing to give up a lot for the satisfaction of thinking that someone else is 'beneath'
them. Simply providing tangible results in things like jobs, income, healthcare, and education don’t seem likely to
compensate for this loss of social inequality. So, racism is very hard to dispel.
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What you need to know about redistricting…
WHO: In Alabama, redistricting is controlled by the incumbents.
State Senate & State House lines are drawn by State legislators.
City Council lines are drawn by the City Council members
County Commission lines are drawn by the County Commissioners.
WHERE: Alabama’s federal and state legislators’ districts are drawn/approved 1st -by the Permanent Legislative
Committee on Reapportionment (22 members of state legislature, incl. Rep. Barbara Boyd and Rep. Randy Wood) with
the help of the Legislative Reapportionment Office in Montgomery, 2nd approval by the state legislature, 3rd signed by the
governor.
WHEN: 2021—Due to problems with completing the census, the information needed will be delayed until later this year,
expected to be sometime between July ‘21 and September ‘21.
WHY: The Census was established in the Constitution specifically to ensure that the people will have fair representation
in government.
Why Does Redistricting Matter?
Because district lines define a community.
Because a community (if the majority) can have full control to choose their representative.
Because a community (if at least a significant minority) can demand things of its representative.
Because a community that is split across multiple representatives may be too small to matter to any one
representative.
Alabama’s 2011 Guidelines (in priority order)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Minimizing population deviations
Compliance with Voting Rights Act
Contiguous geography
Reasonably compact geography
Avoid county-splitting
Avoid contests between incumbents
Communities of interest

What Can We Do?
Ask the legislature to approve a ballot initiative to amend the State Constitution to use a bipartisan
redistricting commission.
Advocate for your particular community in advance.
Advocate for your community at public hearings on draft maps.
Submit an alternative map.
State House district = 42,000 people
Calhoun County pop. = 118,572 (2010)
Ideally, Calhoun should have a total of three (3) State House districts. But for the last 10 years, there are 6 House
districts.

Karen Barwick lives in Pell City and is a local activist and a
welcomed guest writer for our newsletter. She and
Martha Jordan, Talladega Activist and Community leader
addressed the Talladega County Commission Monday
night……. See details below.

Karen Barwick

Martha Jordan
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Two Women on a Mission to STOP Gerrymandering
Gerrymandering: the practice of drawing the boundaries of electoral districts in a way that gives one political
party an unfair advantage over its rivals (political or partisan gerrymandering) or that dilutes the voting power
of members of ethnic or linguistic minority groups (racial gerrymandering).
CalCoDem friends and community activists Karen Barwick of St Clair County and Martha Jordan of Talladega took their
case regarding the ongoing redistricting effort to the Talladega County Commission. The pair asked the commissioners to
talk with legislators and municipal leaders to get involved. While the commissioners agreed with their arguments – they
were not optimistic about the outcome.
“First, they’re going to make sure that there are enough minority districts, then they’re going to take care of incumbent
republicans," Commissioner Swinford said. "Then they deal with everything else, but that doesn’t leave much." He
said the entire state was redistricted in 1982 in such a way that each senate district contained three house districts.
“That was when we had people like John Teague, Dell Hill and Jim Preuitt as our senator," he said. "Then things started
to fall apart around 1990.” Hmmm…. I remember that (insert eyeroll)
For years, Talladega County had one senator who lived in Talladega County. The county was sliced and sliced again in
the 2010 redistricting – growing to four, then three senate districts. This ‘cut and paste’ effort, which helped nobody
but office holders, or ‘wanna be’ office holders – resulted in three senate districts set up in such a way that none of the
senators are likely to reside in Talladega County and can be easily reelected with no support in Talladega County.
How about them apples? (insert eyeroll)
Meanwhile, the county’s population dipped from 82,000 to 79,000, while representation in the state legislature went
from one senator and three representatives to three or four senators and four representatives. As it stands now – Jim
McClendon of Springville, Dell Marsh of Anniston and Dan Roberts of Birmingham represent Talladega County. District
11, which is currently represented by McClendon, once encompassed all of Talladega County. Redistricting now
encompasses from “Springville in the north, down to Trussville and Moody, to Pell City, then turns south just east of
Lincoln taking in part of the city of Talladega, heading south then turning west to take in Fayetteville, Columbiana,
Calera, Alabaster and Pelham.”
Members of the redistricting committee include McLendon, Representatives Barbara Boyd and Randy Wood, who also
represent parts of Talladega County.
“As an example, Barwick cited a press clipping showing Roberts presenting a check for $53,000 to upgrade the lights at
Mountain Brook Elementary School, but said that no such donations had ever been made by the senator in Talladega.
Jordan said she doubted he could name the elementary schools in Talladega County if pressed.”
The commissioners said they fully understood the frustrations of having to deal with eight legislators instead of three or
four, especially on infrastructure projects that are supposed to be funded with a two cent sales and use tax.
“But our hands are tied,” Commissioner Haynes said. “I would love to have just one senator, especially if he lived here.”
“Swinford pointed out that the way districts were drawn currently, there was no reason for any of the incumbent
legislators to redraw them, and that none of them needed strong turnout in Talladega County to get reelected as often
as they liked.”
“If you and all the mayors and councilmen in this county could talk to the committee members, and see if they will give
some representation to 79,000 people,” Barwick said.
“You can’t just roll over,” Jordan said. “You were elected to fight for us.”
Excerpts included from an article by By Chris Norwood, Daily Home Staff Writer, cnorwood@dailyhome.com
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