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These are the 7 GOP senators who voted 

to convict Trump 

The Senate just voted to acquit former President Trump in his second 
impeachment trial. The vote was 57-43, with seven Republicans joining the 
Democrats: 

Richard Burr of North Carolina, Bill Cassidy of Louisiana, Susan Collins of 
Maine, Mitt Romney of Utah, Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, Pat Toomey of 
Pennsylvania, and Ben Sasse of Nebraska.   Most of them had clashed with 
Trump over the years.  Senator Lisa Murkowski of Alaska is the only 
Republican who voted to convict Mr. Trump who is also up for reelection in 
2022. Senator Richard Burr isn't running for reelection. Senator Bill Cassidy 
isn't up for reelection until 2026. Susan Collins is up for reelection in 2026. 
Mitt Romney isn't up for reelection until 2024. Ben Sasse isn't up for 
reelection until 2026. Senator Pat Toomey isn't running for reelection. 
 
Although he voted to acquit, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
issued a blistering statement calling Mr. Trump "practically and morally 
responsible" for the riot, but he felt it was unconstitutional to convict a 
former office holder. "The people who stormed this building believed they 

were acting on the wishes and instructions of their president," McConnell said. 

Fortythree Republican Senators voted to acquit Trump while sitting at desks that had been ransacked by the 

mob just weeks ago…..  putting their jobs above their country ☹ 
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    - Sheila Gilbert, Chair, Calhoun County Democratic Executive Committee 

My guess is that most of us have been glued to our televisions this past week 

listening to the debates of what exactly to do with former president Donald Trump 

and the many accusations facing him.  The House Impeachment Managers have 

done a masterful job of presenting evidence in a way that even an elementary age 

child could easily understand.  The powerful video displayed undeniable 

documentation of an unruly army, an out-of-control mob doing the will of Donald 

Trump.  Reports document that Trump was watching this mob destroy everything in 

sight and looking for Mike Pence and Nancy Pelosi to kill them. No doubt Trump 

was like a madman giggling and clapping his hands as though thrilled that his 

minions had obeyed his commands…. never mind he did absolutely nothing to save his Vice President.   

At this writing, the Senate has decided they are going to get all the facts by calling witnesses to testify to all 

the unanswered questions. A bombshell.  Airline tickets and weekend plans had to be suddenly changed.  

What an inconvenience!  Due process is at work here and it is for this we are setting a historical record of 

who knew what and when they knew it. Democracy just got a needed shot in the arm.  

More Republicans are coming forward by adding their bipartisan support of this hearing.  I’m reminded of 

the quote from The Joy Of Living Dangerously, "In the beginning there is not much difference between the 

coward and the courageous person. The only difference is, the coward listens to his fears and follows them, 

and the courageous person puts them aside and goes ahead.”    If only the Senate would all agree to do the 

right thing by properly and legally convicting this former president for all the crimes and misdemeanors 

which he has committed, then our country could get back to the business at hand of healing and unifying.  

What a revelation that would be and the hope would be that our country might get back to normal.  

ADDENDUM: The above was obviously written 
before the political process had run its full 
course, but I decided to leave it intact because it 
illustrates how the system was designed to work. 
Then political survival concerns entered the 
picture with the Democrats agreeing to 
placement of comments, damaging to Trump, of 

one Republican Representative into the record 
instead of calling a number of witnesses to 
testify thereby extending the trial that seemed 
certain to end in the acquittal of Trump anyway, 
while the bulk of the Republicans—especially 
those up for re- election in 2022—would NOT 
have to choose between doing the right thing or 
taking the risk that Trump would back an 
opponent against them in the next primary.  
Thus, the move to an immediate final vote, which was quickly followed by Mitch McConnel condemning the 
former President as extensively and condemningly as most any Democrat could have.  How he could vote 
Not Guilty while holding those views of Trump and his actions, I’ll never really understand. We can only 
hope that our judicial system will now be used to deliver the deserved punishment that the legislative 
(always political) system failed to administer.  
 

The wheels of justice turn slowly, but they grind exceedingly fine, as the quote goes. Meanwhile, the 
Calhoun County Democrats continue to believe that health care is a right, diversity is a strength, the 
economy should work for everyone, and facts and truth matter. Looking toward 2022! 
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Vernon Presley, Vice Chair, 

Calhoun County Democratic 
Executive Committee 

 

 

 Dear Friends, 

"We Can't Be Made Whole" 
 

No, we cannot be united if we are divided. I personally did not feel connected to 
the slogan that the 45th President spoke when he said, ‘Make America Great 
Again’ (MAGA). It was as though President Barack Obama had not done anything 
to improve or make our nation better.  
 

There is an old scripture found in the book of Matthew 12:25 where the Lord Jesus 
Christ said, ‘Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation: and 
every city or house divided against itself shall not stand.’ As Dr. Martin L. King once 
said, "We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools."  
 

Our nation came under attack on January 6, of this year by a mostly white mob of insurrectionist who were 
hell bent on overthrowing our government. I have never seen such vicious and wild animal-like behavior, 
and people filled with so much hatred. 

 
Abraham Lincoln gave a speech in 

the Illinois State House when he 
was running for U.S. Senate. He 
said that this ‘government cannot 
endure, permanently half slave and 
half free.’ It will become all one 

thing, or all the other. We are not 
enemies, but friends. We must not 
be enemies. Sometimes passion 
may be strained, but it must not 
break our bonds of affection. We 

cannot be made whole until we 
begin to address many of the unfair 
practices that go on all too often in 
this country. Systemic racism, hate 

crimes, and the mistreatment that 
Black men suffer at the hands of law 
enforcement, to name a few. 
 

Organizations and groups like 
Black Lives Matter have pushed the conversation forward by focusing all of us on the centuries-old problem 
of black men and women, girls and boys being routinely disrespected, discounted, harassed, jailed and in 
some cases shot and killed, just because they are black. 
 

Black Lives must Matter to you and to me.  Black Lives must Matter to our families, and our friends, our 
teachers, advisors at schools and to our next-door neighbors. 

 
 
 
Nobody can do everything, but everybody can do something. 
We Can't Be Made Whole Until Everybody Does Something.  
 
 Now What Are You Going To Do About It?     Vernon Presley 
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- Dee Crumly, Director of HQ 

and Compliance 

 

 

 Down at the (Virtual) HQ…. 
 

As I write this message, I ponder on some of the elements of our most 

current days.  Yesterday a bi-partisan group of 57 U.S. Senators voted to 

convict Donald Trump of impeachment, while the majority of the U.S. 

Republican Senate Caucus refused to hold accountable our country’s former 

President, who incited a failed coup on our democratic republic. Today is 

Valentine’s Day, a day of all things Loving.  Tomorrow is President’s Day, 

when we commemorate all the presidents of our country’s “united” history.  

Next week is approximately 48 weeks since COVID-19 came into our lives, 

bringing unprecedented numbers of human suffering and death, along with 

economic destruction.  What a mixed bag of references, right?  At first blush 

it seems all four to be very distinct and unconnected, but maybe not. 
 

I see a common thread running through all of these situations, and that is from today’s Valentine’s Day, 

which reminds us to celebrate and honor our ability to Love.  But we know from the Ancient Greeks that 

there are many types of love, not just the ones that we most often celebrate on Valentine’s Day, for our 

families and friends.   
 

The group of 57 U.S. Senators (Democrats, Republicans and Independents) who voted to convict our former 

president of his vicious attacks on our Democracy, demonstrated their love for our country.  The 43 

Republican Senators, who voted against conviction, demonstrated their love of party, power and position, 

not for our country.   
 

Tomorrow, when we celebrate Presidents’ Day, we are reminded 

of all the previous 44 U.S. Presidents who have gone before this 

time.  The service of all those Presidents, regardless of party and 

policy, demonstrated their love for democracy, liberty, and unity 

of our republic.  Beginning with George Washington, who set the 

stage for our “peaceful transfer of power”, they all relinquished 

control of the highest power in the land, when their terms were 

ended.  They did this, no matter the circumstances, no matter 

their personal beliefs of whether they had been wronged by the 

people’s interpretation of their tenure, or the people’s vote at the 

polls.  For the love of our democracy, they peacefully turned over 

the reins of power to their predecessor.  
 

As we close in on one year of the COVID-19 nightmare-pandemic, we see how again, the love of power and 

control has been placed above the love for not only our country, but that of human dignity and life itself.   

Rather than our state and national leaders working together, with the same messages of information and 

reality, many accepted and engaged in false narratives that have proven to be devastating to our people 

and our country.   
 

The misinformation and false narratives have been so devastating in their effects, that it has overwhelmed 

the absolute selfless love of so many of our healthcare workers and specialists.  The pride and selfishness of 

some of our country’s leaders has held a double-edged sword; leading to not only the illness and deaths of 

hundreds of thousands of Americans, but to the financial ruin of countless others and to our country’s 

economic stability. 
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Adison Cook, Calhoun 

County Democrats Vice 

Chair for Youth. 

 

 

 
 

So, we have been suffering from a lack of 
love for quite a while; a lack of love for our 
country, and a lack of love for our fellow 
man.  Is there hope?  I believe there is, and I 
believe there is evidence of this hope.   
 

The evidence is in such things as the 
American people’s rejection of Donald 
Trump on last Nov. 3rd.  It is in the example 
of numerous American people who are 
leaving the Republican Party in reaction to 
the policies of that Administration and its’ 

Jan. 6th   attack on our Democracy.  Evidence can be found in the millions of people who participated in 
peaceful demonstrations during the last year, proclaiming that Black Lives Matter. Evidence can be found in 
the election of President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris.  Yes, there is definitely hope. 
 

What can we do?  We can be dedicated to showing love for country and our fellow man.  Both of those 
things are tenants of the Democratic Party policies.  Find ways to be an example of these Democratic Party 
policies.  Be brave in your efforts to promote and explain our beliefs.  
 

Happy Valentine’s Day and I send fraternal love to all.  Dee Crumly 

 

 

 
 
 

Adison Cook, JSU Democrats: Canvassing Rural Georgia  
 
 In my opinion, this past election cycle has been the most important of my lifetime 
and one of the most important in U.S. history. The past four years (especially the 
last two) have tested the strength of our nation and our people in unprecedented 
ways. With control of the Senate on the ballot, the Georgia runoff elections came 
to the forefront of the nation’s attention for the month of December. I was given 
the opportunity to work for the Randolph County Democratic Committee as a 
canvasser in South West Georgia for the week prior to the runoff election. Overall, 
I am extremely grateful to have been able to contribute to the victories of both 
Democratic campaigns and look forward to canvassing in more communities in 
the future. 
 
 Randolph County is a three-and-a-half-hour drive from Jacksonville, sitting an hour away from the closest 
major city of Albany. It has a population of 6,833 people and covers an area of 431 square miles. The area is 
sparsely populated and very rural. Many resources available to larger population centers are not available in 
these areas. The clearest example of this comes from the closing of the Regional Medical Center (RMC) in 
Cuthbert that occurred in October of 2020. In some instances, this closing could mean the difference 
between life and death for people seeking medical treatment. Out of all the issues facing our country and 
the communities around Cuthbert, the RMC closing was consistently the issue people were most concerned 
about. The fact that the hospital was closed in the middle of the ongoing pandemic made a bad situation 
that much worse. The contrast between Democratic and Republican views on healthcare were of huge 
concern to every person I met. That dynamic translated into large amounts of support for Jon Ossof and 
Raphael Warnock in the area and, most likely, across the state as well. Bringing up the hospital at any home 
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Canvassing clipboard 

made it easier to have a broader conversation around policy with the voter. Identifying these most prevalent 
concerns in the community helped our group of canvassers make better connections with the community 
and more efficient use of our time throughout the week. Not only that, but many people were also happy to 
hear that their concerns were being passed up to those who might represent them. During a visit to 
Cuthbert, Ossof held an event at the recently closed hospital where he pledged to work to re-open it. The 
people I spoke to looked at the background of the candidates intensely to try and make their decision on 
who to vote for. In my opinion, this is a prevailing reason Ossof and Warnock were able to win their races. It 
is apparent that their cares and concerns are about their constituents and not about enriching themselves 
or accumulating power for its own sake. In contrast, since the beginning of the pandemic, it has been 
reported that Loeffler and Perdue have engaged in insider trading while constantly downplaying the risk 
COVID-19 posed to the public. They used their offices to enrich themselves while their constituents were 
dying. Their campaigns had no clear policy messages other than stoking people’s fears of socialism and 
saying they would support Donald Trump. On one side, you have campaigns focused on putting their 
constituents needs first. On the other, you have a campaign that wants to scare its base into voting against a 
nonexistent boogey man. This messaging had huge impacts on the conversations I had with voters and on 
the final vote count as well.  
 

‘Some people might even think knocking on a single Republican door is a waste of time. 

To those that believe this I would urge you to reconsider.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When going door to door most people I encountered were eager to talk to me about the elections. 
Everyone I spoke to was at least moderately informed of who the candidates were, what the largest issues 
were in the election, and on who they were leaning towards voting for. Nonetheless, the fact that someone 
working for the campaigns was in their area, and contacting them as an individual, spoke volumes to a 
community that is rarely contacted by political organizations otherwise. In the areas around Cuthbert, I was 
greeted with everything from sneers, shouting, and laughter to very heartfelt conversations with people 
who I respect deeply for their willingness to look past the party lines and connect with me as a person. It is 
obvious that we are incredibly divided over political matters more so now than at any other point in recent 
memory. Some people might even think knocking on a single Republican door is a waste of time. To those 

that believe this I would urge you to reconsider. First, I believe it 
is our civic duty to reach out to those on the opposite side of the 
aisle in order to find common ground. We owe it to our fellow 
Americans to hear their concerns and address them just as they 
should reciprocate these actions when we are talking about our 
beliefs. Second, many of them are far more reachable than you 
might think.  
 
Multiple doors I knocked on while around Cuthbert were initially 
dismissive when I approached them. When I would get through 
my introduction, many would say they weren’t interested or were 
Republican but, I would always respond with a line like “Right 
now our country seems to be more divided than any other point 
in recent memory. While we might not agree on much policy 
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wise, I think we can both agree that we don’t want a divided country. By having conversations with each 
other and truly coming to an understanding of what we believe -- we can really start to heal this divide and 
re humanize each other.” When using any variation of this line with a Republican voter I was able to get 
them to talk with me for at least 5 minutes. By approaching them in this way you establish common beliefs 
and a common goal with a person who you might disagree with on everything. From here you have more 
legitimacy, and you have their attention. You have established that you are neither hateful nor elitist and 
that you truly do have the people’s interest in your mind. These types of contacts, if kept up consistently, 
can expand voter bases and help win elections. Overall, politics has become far too tribalistic and 
dehumanizing as of late. Many rural voters may not encounter people with different views than theirs in their 
everyday life. That vacuum is then left to be filled by a caricaturized version of the people on this side thus 
giving them a warped view of those that hold beliefs different than theirs. This is why it always came as a 
huge surprise when I still wanted to have a conversation with them after learning they were a Republican. 
 

This is just a first step in breaking down the barriers 
between our sides - simply being willing to engage 
in a real conversation. While it does not fit with the 
typical “Get Out the Vote” strategies that prioritize 
turnout, this is exactly the goal with “Deep 
Canvassing”. Deep canvassing is more intensive 
and focuses on tying policies to your everyday lived 
experiences.  Most importantly, it can leave them 
with a changed perception of what a Democrat is. 
Republicans made up a minority of people I talked 
to with the majority being likely Democratic voters - 
even with the small number of Republicans I talked to it is imperative that we do not give up on trying to 
reach out to those we can. The combined strategies of the canvassing effort in Randolph County produced 
the #1 returning voter turnout in the state for the run-off election at 97% of voters coming back to vote on 
January 5th. 
 

 With the state democratic party launching deep canvassing initiatives recently, I am excited to see this 
strategy put to work in Alabama and hope anyone interested can attend a training offered on the subject to 
learn more. In truth, deep canvassing is something many of us often do already and is a very accessible 
form of political participation. It can be done through an official, organized event or even done in your 
everyday life. Think about how many times you talk about politics with your friends and family a week. I 
know that I get engaged in some type of lengthy political discussion just about every day. To deep canvass, 
you need to take the long form conversations you have with your friends and start to have them with anyone 
who will listen and engage in honest discussions with you. The more conversations we have with each other 
and those in our communities, the quicker we can start to truly bridge the gap between our sides.  
 

A little ‘canvassing’ humor….. 
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FFoorrmmeerr  GGoovveerrnnoorr  DDoonn  SSiieeggeellmmaann  jjooiinnss  

oouurr  ZZoooomm  mmeeeettiinngg  oonn  TThhuurrssddaayy,,  

FFeebbrruuaarryy  1188,,  aatt  66::3300  ppmm  
 

Siegelman will talk about how to 'Save our 

Democracy.' Get your questions ready for former 

Governor Don Siegelman! The 'door prize' will be 

Siegelman's book 'Stealing Our Democracy - How 

the Political Assassination of a Governor Threatens 

Our Nation.' 

 
Don Siegelman 
Governor of Alabama, 1999-2003 
Lt. Governor, 1995-1999 
Attorney General, 1987-1991 
Secretary of State, 1979-1987 
 
"In a searing political memoir, former Alabama 

Governor Don Siegelman explodes the myth of an 

impartial U.S. justice system. He should know. 

Arguably the most successful and promising 

politician in modern Alabama history, his three-

decade career in public service ran afoul of 

Republican opponents who used the federal 

judicial system to take him out of contention in Alabama and nationally. Siegelman ultimately was 

sentenced to 88 months in federal prison and served five years, with long stretches in solitary 

confinement during which he was a literal political prisoner, cut off from interviews and outside 

contact. Stealing Our Democracy reveals how Siegelman’s enemies ― including politicized 

prosecutors and a corrupt judge ― stripped him of his freedom, his career, and his law license, 

and deprived him of his family and friends. His is an intensely personal account of how our system 

can fail and be abused for political greed. And if it could happen to him, he writes, it can happen 

to any of us, particularly in an era when Donald Trump is abusing his power and using the 

Department of Justice as a political weapon to defend himself and to destroy those who oppose 

him. Siegelman draws on his experience as a public servant and an inmate to show why the 

nation’s prisons must be reformed along with our system of indictment, prosecution, and 

sentencing. Finally, Stealing Our Democracy offers a blueprint for voters in 2020 of what must be 

done to preserve democracy." 

 
Email calcodem2019@gmail.com for an invitation to hear and speak with Former Governor 
Siegelman! OR sign up for news on the website at calhouncountydemocrats.com. Don't miss it :) 
Share with a friend! 
 
 

mailto:calcodem2019@gmail.com
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Alabama Legislative Update, February 13 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                           -- Jim Williams 
 
Week Two of the 2021 legislative session ended this past week.  Trying to keep up with movements proved daunting, 
even by focusing on a small number of issues. So, I’ll only highlight bills in a few areas. The governor signed 3 bills 
cleaning up tax issues arising from COVID-relief payments. Gaming and a lottery are again in play. Several bills relate to 
criminal-justice reform, voting rights/access, monuments and Confederate symbols, and treatment for transgender and 
gender non-conforming (TGNC) children. The last made international news – as far away as India; not necessarily good 
advertising.  
 

Gaming and the Lottery – Again…. 
 

Sen Del Marsh’s SB214 introduced a gaming bill that largely legalizes existing facilities and creates a lottery, with 
proceeds to go to university scholarships. This bill proposes an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama to establish 
the Alabama Education Lottery and the Alabama Education Lottery Corporation It would also create the Alabama 
Gaming Commission to supervise bingo, charitable bingo, sports wagering and casino-style games. It would allow casino-
style games and sports wagering only at Greenetrack, the Birmingham Race Course, the Greyhound Racing Facility in 
Mobile, VictoryLand, an additional site in Jackson or DeKalb County operated by the Poarch Band of Creek Indians, and 
on lands held in trust for the Poarch Band of Creek Indians pursuant to a compact. It would impose fees for a license to 
operate casino-style games and a nominal license fee for charitable bingo operations. A tax of 20 percent on the net 
gaming revenues of the gaming operations in the state except operations on lands held in trust for the Poarch Band of 
Creek Indians. The proposed amendment would require the Governor to negotiate a compact with the Poarch Band of 
Creek Indians to authorize casino-style games on lands held in trust for that tribe. 
 

Distribution of the revenue from gaming is specified:   
20 percent to the Gaming Trust Fund, 75 percent to the 
state General Fund, 3 percent to the county commission 
of the county in which the covered operator is licensed, 
and 2 percent to the governing body of the municipality 
in which the covered operator is licensed. Sixty-five 
percent of the proceeds to the state General Fund will go 
for information technology infrastructure, with the first 
$1 billion dollars appropriated for statewide expansion of 
broadband. Twenty-five percent will go for rural health 
care services and 10 percent for mental health services. 
After the distribution for broadband reaches $1 billion, 
GF distributions change.  Twenty-five percent remains in the GF. Twenty-five percent goes to rural health services, 25 
percent for information technology infrastructure, 15 percent for mental health, and 10 percent for grants to 
municipalities and counties that do not have a gaming facility for 
infrastructure improvements. 
 

The lottery will fund postsecondary scholarships based on a combination of need, merit, and workforce needs in the 
state. Workforce needs may include scholarships to four-year institutions of higher education for teachers who pursue a 
degree in education for in-demand fields as provided in general law. A portion of any unclaimed lottery prize will go for 
agriculture grant programs established by general law, with remaining unclaimed money for scholarships. 
 

The bill was read twice and placed on the calendar on February 11 but carried over for further discussions concerning 
amendments.  
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Criminal Justice Reform 
Several important bills related to criminal justice. Two seek to reform Alabama’s Habitual Felony Offender Act (HFOA) [‘3 
strikes law’] and harsh inequities from the existing law. Another bill deals with civil asset forfeiture – a widely-abused 
practice of taking, using, or selling property from a person suspected of a crime, without any requirement even for 
charging, let alone conviction.  
 

Habitual Felony Offender Act (HFOA)  
 

Both Rep. Chris England’s HB107 and Rep. Jim Hill’s HB24 
deal with the HFOA. England’s bill is more comprehensive. It 
provides for resentencing anyone now in prison or on parole 
under current sentencing standards. England’s bill remains in 
committee. Hill’s HB24 passed out of the Judiciary 
Committee, which he chairs, and passed the House. HB24 lets 
people convicted of nonviolent offenses and sentenced 
under the HFOA before October 1, 2013, be resentenced 
under current standards. Consideration for resentencing 
depends on the person’s record of conduct while imprisoned. 
HB24 passed the House by 63 to 33, with bipartisan support. 
Among those voting against HB24 was Rep. Randy Wood. 
Reps. Barbara Boyd, KL Brown, and Becky Nordgren all voted for passage.  
 

Civil asset forfeiture 
 

Rep. Andrew Sorrell’s HB394, which Rep. Barbara Boyd co-sponsors, would end civil forfeiture for criminal drug offenses 
and replace it with criminal forfeiture. The key difference is in requiring conviction of criminal drug offenses for 
forfeiture to apply. This change would address a practice that is notoriously subject to abuse.  Forfeiture was originally 
meant to fight large criminal enterprises. In practice, many police departments use forfeiture to pad their resources. 
Seizures, thus, become matters of profit, not crime-fighting. For people affected, costs of regaining their property may 
be more than the property’s value. Organizations including the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and Alabama Arise 
have worked to end the practice. Alabama’s current law lets the state seize any property suspected of being involved in 
an unlawful act. Seized property is forfeited and sold, destroyed, or disposed of. On February 11, HB394 was rereferred 
from the Judiciary to State Government committee.   
 

Other Criminal Justice bills    
 

Rep. Chris England’s HB226 would expand the expungement of criminal records to include certain misdemeanors, traffic 
violations, municipal ordinances, and felony offenses. Under current law, a person convicted of a criminal offense may 
only apply for an expungement in limited circumstances. This change would increase revenues to the entities that 
receive part of the expungement fees by increasing the number of applicants. HB226 is in the Judiciary Committee.  
 

HB73 and HB72 sponsored by Rep. Jim Hill would slightly reduce some prison overcrowding.  Under HB73 every judicial 
circuit would create a community punishment and corrections program in at least one county. This change would get 
some state inmates closer to their home of residence, reducing the burden on families to visit and maintain contact. 
HB72 would extend a 2015 requirement releasing certain inmates nearing the end of their sentence to mandatory 
parole for specified periods before their sentence ends. HB72 would apply the requirement to inmates regardless of 
when they were sentenced or committed the crime. 
 

HB71 (Rep. Jim Hill) would establish an Accountability Court Commission to supervise and standardize pretrial diversion 
programs under judicial circuit judges. This mainly applies to drug courts. 
 

HB92 (Rep. Jim Hill) would add three special members to the Pardons and Paroles Board. These members would sit on 
three-member panels to conduct hearings and make decisions on pardons, paroles, restoration of civil and political 
rights, remission of fines and forfeitures, and revocations. Two members of a panel would form a quorum for business. 
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This change would double the capacity of the Board to conduct hearings and process cases. The failure of the Board to 
meet has brought sharp criticism in the recent past, especially in light of COVID and unconstitutional overcrowding.  
 

Voting 
 

Several bills relate to voting and represent the mix of views coming out of this past election cycle. Rep. Laura Hall has 
several bills moving toward increased voter participation and access along lines seen in other states with great increases 
in turnout in 2020.  
 
Inmate IDs 
 

HB84 would validate an inmate identification card to vote absentee. This addresses the fact that many inmates lack an 
ID the State of Alabama currently recognizes. HB84 is in committee.  
 

Early/absentee voting 
 

HB39 would authorize absentee voting, authorize without providing excuse. This would be 
consistent with the exception the Secretary of State allowed in 2020 as an emergency 
accommodation to COVID. It was highly successful in increasing voter turnout in Alabama, as 
elsewhere in the country. In the absence of early voting being legal in Alabama, it was a very 
successful workaround.  
 
Rep. John Rogers’ HB 102 would establish early voting for all elections. During an advance 
voting period, qualified electors could vote, without excuse, at a designated advance voting 
center before election day. This bill would provide for the hours of operation, require probate 
judges of probate to manage advance voting, require boards to appoint poll workers for these 
centers, and require the Secretary of State to adopt rules. 
 

Voting rights restoration  
 

Rep. Laura Hall has two bills – HB37 and HB82 -- that seem identical dealing with voting rights restoration. Both would 
remove the need for a person who has lost the right to vote based upon a past criminal conviction to apply to the Board 
of Pardons and Paroles for a Certificate of Eligibility to Register to Vote (CERV). This bill would also eliminate the 
requirement to pay all fines, court costs, fees, and victim restitution before having the right to vote restored. Finally, the 
bill would also restore voting rights to a person who has been released from incarceration for five or more years. 
 

Anti-discrimination  
 

HB87 (Rep. Rolanda Hollis) expands protections against discrimination based on 
race, religion, sex, age, disability, or national origin to include public 
accommodations, as well as actions by a local school board, and by an employer, 
employment agency, or labor organization. It further creates a state cause of 
action against an employer who does so. 
 

‘Morality’/Sexuality - Transgender  
 

HB1 (Rep. Wes Allen) and SB10 (Sen. Shay Shelnutt) are identical bills aimed to prevent any kind of mediative treatment 
for transgender and gender non-conforming (TGNC) children. Each bill, titled the Vulnerable Child Compassion and 
Protection Act, defines ‘sex’ as “The biological state of being male or female, based on the individual's sex organs, 
chromosomes, and endogenous hormone profiles." Each prohibits any treatment "performed for the purpose of 
attempting to alter the appearance of or affirm the minor's perception of his or her gender or sex, if that perception is 
inconsistent with the minor's sex as defined in this act…." Each makes violation a Class C felony – meaning incarceration 
between 366 days and 10 years. Other Class C felonies include breaking and entering, robbery with actual or threatened 
force, and child custody interference. Among those speaking in opposition to SB10 was a Gadsden police officer who 
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Jim Williams, Community 

Volunteer and Activist 

 

told of how such treatment possibly saved his transgender daughter’s life.  If signed into law, Alabama would be the first 
US state to ban “widely-accepted gender-affirming medical care.” This has already made international news – not 
favorable -- as far away as India. https://www.businessinsider.in/science/health/news/alabama-just-approved-a-bill-
that-would-make-it-illegal-for-doctors-to-treat-trans-teenagers/articleshow/80860850.cms [CTL+click to open links]   
 

Monuments, memorials, Confederate symbols 
 

Monuments, memorials, and symbols have special significance in the battle between white supremacy and equal 
rights/justice, reaching a high pitch in 2020. Two bills by Rep. Laura Hall relate.  
 

HB42 would let the Director of the State Division of Parks contribute up to $25,000 to erect monuments by any group. 
This ends a privilege of Confederate groups -- the United Confederate Veterans, the United Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, and United Daughters of the Confederacy.   
 

HB40 would prohibit National Guard members from using Confederate medals on uniforms of the Alabama National 
Guard and Naval Militia of Alabama. It would also remove any specific reference to the Sons of Confederate and Federal 
Veterans and the Daughters of the Confederacy from the list of organizations the Armory Commission of Alabama allows 
to use an armory. 
 

I strongly encourage people to pay close attention to information and alerts coming 

out of the Alabama Democratic Party and various advocacy groups like Arise, 

Appleseed, League of Women Voters of Alabama (LWVAL), Cover Alabama 

Coalition, ACLU, the Alabama NAACP, and Alabama chapter of Sierra Club. 

Facebook groups like Wake Up Alabama, New Democrats of Alabama, and 

Indivisible are good sources of up-to-date information, as also are the web and 

Facebook pages of the Calhoun County Democratic Committee and neighboring 

county Democrats. Above all, stay alert and engaged. When things happen, they will 

likely happen fast, with most happening out of public view. This makes individual 

contact with our legislators even more important.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Rep Terri Sewell –  
My statement after the 
United States Senate voted 
57-43 in the impeachment 
trial to acquit Former 
President Donald J. Trump 
for inciting a violent 
insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol: 

 

https://www.businessinsider.in/science/health/news/alabama-just-approved-a-bill-that-would-make-it-illegal-for-doctors-to-treat-trans-teenagers/articleshow/80860850.cms
https://www.businessinsider.in/science/health/news/alabama-just-approved-a-bill-that-would-make-it-illegal-for-doctors-to-treat-trans-teenagers/articleshow/80860850.cms
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Amos L. Kirkpatrick,  

Attorney at Law 

 

 

   Help get the Black  
Community Vaccinated! 

 

I urge all members of the Black Community to get their pandemic vaccinations as 
soon as possible. Recent data from the CDC indicates Blacks are being vaccinated 

vastly disproportionate than Whites.  That should not be! 

 

Also, I urge all civic, religious, business and social leaders of Calhoun County — 
including our fraternities and sororities— to intensify your efforts of influence to those in need, to get 
appointments and vaccinations timely, in the same manner we “Got out the Vote” to eradicate Donald 
Trump from the Presidency on November 3, 2020. 
 

Together, we can raise the level of vaccinations in our community and defeat this disease sooner. But all 
hands are needed on deck. 
 

 

Opinion: White Americans are being vaccinated at higher rates than Black 
Americans. Such inequity cannot stand.  Excerpts from the Washington Post, read the whole 

story at:  https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/02/01/racial-inequality-covid-vaccine/ 

 
Black Americans have suffered one of the highest death rates from covid-19, with 1 out of 735 Black Americans dying 

from the disease.. For White Americans, that figure is 1 in 1,030. 
 

Such inequity cannot stand. The Biden-Harris administration must urgently act to ensure that Black Americans are not 

left out of the vaccine rollout process. Here are four things the administration can do to stop this from happening. 

 

First, Black people must be explicitly prioritized for the covid-19 vaccine. 

Despite the disproportionate impact of the pandemic on Black Americans, 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has not explicitly used race 

and ethnicity as a criterion to delineate vaccine priority groups. The strategy 

from the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices of using 

“essential workers” and “people with underlying medical conditions” to 

include Black Americans is insufficient. In fact, overwhelming data shows 

that Black Americans have fared worse than others, even within priority 

groups, such as health-care workers and nursing home residents. 
 

Second, we need to bring the vaccine to the people and meet them where they are.  Black communities need easily 

accessible and trusted points of access to the vaccine, such as community centers, faith-based organizations, schools 

and mobile vaccination units run by credible and trustworthy community-based organizations.  
 

Third, we are running months behind on an expansive public health campaign that would provide education and 
address concerns about the vaccine. This campaign would provide much-needed information in a clear, digestible 

and culturally responsive manner. Trusted messengers, including community organizers, barbers and religious 

leaders, would provide vaccine education and help make vaccine appointments. Community health workers, trained 

lay professionals familiar with these communities, could also facilitate door-to-door outreach to residents. 
 

Finally, the Health and Human Services Department and the CDC must mandate that states collect complete racial and 
ethnic demographic data, including Zip codes of those who are vaccinated, to help target public health efforts toward 
Black communities. As Marcella Nunez-Smith, the head of the Biden administration’s Covid-19 Health Equity Task 

Force and a former co-chair of the presidential transition team’s covid-19 advisory board, said: “We cannot address 

what we cannot see. We are making a choice every time we allow poor-quality data to hinder our ability to intervene 

on racial and ethnic inequities.” 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/underlying-conditions.html
https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/issue-brief/covid-19-risks-impacts-health-care-workers-race-ethnicity/
https://www.statnews.com/2021/01/05/biden-marcella-nunez-smith-health-disparities/
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SO CLOSE…. 
Cliff Andrews, Montgomery 

 

As I was coming back from the Post Office recently, a quiet wave of pleasantness washed through me. I 

instantly determined its origin, and nope, I wasn’t smoking anything. I had simply heard the NPR announcer 

say, “President Biden.” How wonderful is that! 

 

It’s been over four years since Sheila Gilbert and I returned to a dark and deserted Democratic Headquarters on 

11th Street after the watching the official returns of the November 2016 general election at the Sheriff’s office. I 

was thinking about my friends who had been there earlier, with the usual bounty of good food. I imagined how 

their appetites had suddenly crashed. Like mine. As we locked up and were leaving, I told Sheila, “it will be 

OK.” I got that line from my mama, who could will anything to be so. I’ve thought many times since, just how 

unbelievably wrong I was!!! 

 

We all dealt with the torment of the last four years in our own way. From angst to anger, determination to 

diversion, intensity to apathy, and fear. January 20, 2017 saw the fire grow hot under the cauldron of Trumpism. 

It was stirred daily for 1461 days. It served up Charlottesville, Tree of Life, children in cages, El Paso, and more 

than 480,000 supersized bowls of human misery. On January 6, 2021 it boiled over and poured into our Capitol 

and our government. It poured on all of us.  

 

On November 6, 2020, I retired in terror when the map was beginning to look as red as 2016. I lay in my bed 

with my eyes wide open thinking: “What are we going to do?” What is fascism going to feel like? 

We came so close. SO VERY CLOSE.  Enjoy the aaah… PRESIDENT Biden!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy it daily - but be assured that there are 

plenty of hot coals under the cauldron. It’s 

up to all of us to never ever allow it to boil 

again.  NEVER AGAIN 
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Pam Howard, Treasurer 

 
Carsie and Pam deliver meal provided by CalDoDem Women to the Covid 

Staff at RMC      . They were very appreciative, and we LOVE helping! 

THE FIRST THING WE NEED TO DO IS FIND CANDIDATES 
 
As we settle in to 2021 I hope many of you are feeling like the chaos we have 
been living through is beginning to calm down.  The Biden administration has 
started the work before them to move our country in a positive direction and 
address the many needs of the people.  The Alabama legislature and senate 
are both in session and we are hopeful some of our priorities will be addressed.  
As they work on bills that address prison reform, medical marijuana 
legalization, Covid relief and economic development - I encourage you all to 
stay informed and reach out to your representatives so they know your 
positions on these and many more issues. 
 

Now is a great time to think about how we move forward.  We have really honed our skills when it comes to 
voter turnout and outreach.  We must continue those efforts if we are going to turn Alabama BLUE, or at 
least purple.  I have heard many say, “We need a Stacy Abrams here in Alabama.”  I find that statement 
frustrating.  Stacy Abrams doesn’t have a magic wand, she put in years of hard work.  Every one of us can be 
part of accomplishing what she did, we just need to put in the work.  We can learn a lot from her, but she is 
not going to come “save” us.  We must save ourselves. 
 

While we can never become too educated on issues, the first thing we need to do is find candidates willing 
to step up and run for office.  It is asking a lot, but without candidates on the ballot we can’t make much 
change.  I encourage you to take some time to think about the people you know and respect that you 
believe would be up for the job.  Maybe that person you see in the mirror?  Maybe a young person who has 
impressed you that you can support as they grow into a future leader.  It is easy to say I am not qualified, I 
don’t have time, I don’t have the money…. But I want to remind you that when a seat is unopposed it opens 
the door for someone like Marjory Taylor Green to have the podium to spew lies and hate.  I know every 
one of you reading this would be a better option. 
 

If you don’t want to run for office, please consider making a mental commitment to volunteering for a 
campaign or supporting a candidate financially.  It takes a village, and every bit of help is necessary if we are 
going to succeed. 

 

KEEP WORKING.  KEEP TALKING.  
KEEP VOLUNTEERING.  

 KEEP DONATING. 
 

Another thing we can all do is to help grow 
our party.  Hopefully, we will be able to meet 
again this year as we get vaccines and can do 
so safely.  When that happy day comes please 
invite people to join us.  You can be planting 
those seeds now.  I know there are people 
disappointed in the direction the republican 
party has moved and we need to welcome 
those people.  Alabama won’t change without 
voters realizing we aren’t the horrible people 
they have been told.  Let’s work together to set 
the example of what true Americans look like.  
Keep working.  Keep talking.  Keep 
volunteering.  Keep donating.  People see us.  
Let’s be sure they want to join us along the 
way.  



16 

 

 

MEDICAID EXPANSION – NOW IS THE TIME 
Very soon, representatives of the Cover Alabama Coalition will meet with Gov. Ivey and ask her to expand 
Medicaid. More than 100 nonprofits, faith communities and advocacy groups form the Coalition. There is 
optimism that Gov. Ivey is disposed to support this action.  
 

A key part of success will be showing popular support. 

Over 70% of Alabamians – both Democrats and 

Republicans – have said they support expansion. The 

latest data indicate that about 300,000 Alabamians – 60% 

people of color -- would gain healthcare by expanding 

Medicaid. These numbers also include about 5,000 

veterans and 8,000 of their family members. A part of the 

COVID-relief package the Biden Administration is 

pushing would give Alabama $940M over the next 3 years for Medicaid – more than enough to cover the 

cost of expansion through that period. Sen. Del Marsh’s gaming bill, which includes fees on gambling 

facilities, would earmark part of that revenue to support rural health – which Medicaid expansion would 

greatly help.  

You can help show public support at this critical time in several ways:  Remember, hover over links and hold 

down Cntrl and then click mouse. 

•Contact Gov. Ivey and urge her to expand Medicaid. Call 334-242-7100 or email her at 

https://contact.governor.alabama.gov/contact.aspx . It is especially useful if you can tell a personal 

story of how lack of access to healthcare has hurt you or someone you know, or how expanding 

Medicaid would help you or someone you know. 
 

• On Wednesday, February 17, join a Twitterstorm at 2pm CT to say America Can’t Recover If the South 
Isn’t Covered . Share the tweetstorm with your partners in Alabama and other southern states and 

ask them to participate A toolkit is at 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v9NawOrqgKnEUggz6djBrcemia2Ne8Z2YCkKWVGocq0/edit 
 

•Sign one of the letters that Cover Alabama Coalition representatives will present to Gov. Ivey on 

Wednesday, if you are a medical professional of any kind, a faith leader, or in business. If you’ve 

already signed, reach out to others you know and urge them to sign. Go to one of the links here and 

sign the letter [Hold down CTL and click}.  

▪ Medical 

▪ Faith 

▪ Business  

•There will also be Zoom meetings with potential champion legislators. Think about people you know in 

their districts of who would be willing to speak with their lawmakers about Medicaid expansion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.coveralabama.org/
https://contact.governor.alabama.gov/contact.aspx
https://southerners4medex.org/CoverTheSouth/
https://southerners4medex.org/CoverTheSouth/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v9NawOrqgKnEUggz6djBrcemia2Ne8Z2YCkKWVGocq0/edit
https://bit.ly/medletterAL
https://bit.ly/medletterAL
https://bit.ly/ALfaithletter
https://bit.ly/ALbizletter
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q4RJZye1jTq-FuG-GWuEvG_mvmWRxJBLJbSz1KCgIJ8/edit
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CCCAAALLLHHHOOOUUUNNN   CCCOOOUUUNNNTTTYYY   DDDEEEMMMOOOCCCRRRAAATTTSSS   NNNEEEEEEDDD   YYYOOOUUU:::   
Calhoun County Democrats are getting better organized in preparation for 2020 and need YOU to 
volunteer to work on a committee.  We have lots of talented folks onboard already and we met lots 
of new folks last summer when we worked on the Doug Jones campaign and would LOVE for YOU 
to become engaged!  Call Sheila at 256-310-0955 or Beverly at 256-225-3096. 
 
1.  Social Media:                    Work with Chair (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,  
                                              Website) 
 

2.  Headquarters:                Assist Chair with all activities requiring usage  
 

3.  New/Inactive Voters     Assist Chair with identifying/registering/ new voters 
 

4.  Print Media                    Monitor Print media/submit letters to editor 
 

5.  Legislative                     Assist Chair to Monitor/Alert legislative actions  
 

6.  Programs                       Assist Chair with securing monthly programs 
 

7.  Hospitality                     Kitchen detail (plan monthly potlucks, help clean up) 

                                              Did you know we have a DISHWASHER 😊 
 

8.  Advisory                        Assist Chair to Provide outside information    
 
   

THE WEBSITE AT CALHOUNCOUNTYDEMOCRATS.COM IS ALIVE AND WELL 
 

 I recently discovered that each time I post 

an update or news – the website 

automatically sends out an email alerting 

everyone that there is a new post.  One 

weekend I played ‘catch up’ and added 

about a dozen articles and the system 

kicked out an email with a link to each 

article.  Until a couple of folks asked me 

‘What’s going on?’ – I didn’t know this was 

happening.  Meanwhile, several people 

‘unsubscribed’ to the site. While I am still 

‘learning’ the ins and outs – please be 

patient.  The goal is to keep people 

informed, while avoiding ‘spamming.’ 
 

Soon, I will (attempt to) send the 

newsletter directly FROM the website.  I’m not sure what will happen, lol!  Hopefully, doing that will make it 

easier for everyone.  If not – I’ll regroup and try again.   We passionately believe that the newsletter, the 

website and the Facebook page offer good information.  Among the ‘perks’ for the website are:  The NEWS is 

there; ALL the FB posts are there; the Twitter posts are there; and beginning today – all the newsletters will be 

there. Also, as Cliff used to say ‘we know who opens the mail.’ So, please read the newsletter. Do it for yourself. 

                                                                                                                                                😊- Beverly Williams 
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MORE COMING ABOUT DEEP CANVASSING….. 
 
Several Calhoun County Democrats 
participated in the virtual Deep 
Canvassing training and at some point 
there will be more training at the local 
level.  The initial effort will not be aimed at 
a political campaign – but directed more 
to engaging our neighbors in a more 
conversational tone - to find out what 
issues concern them the most.  Is it 
Medicaid expansion?  Minimum Wage?  
Education?  Criminal Justice?  If you read 
Adison’s article – he speaks from his 
experience being on the ground in GA – 
that this method works. 
 

 

 

 

When we canvas or phone bank for a 

candidate – it’s generally a scripted and 

short conversation.  Mentioning a 

candidate’s name sometimes ends the 

conversation. Generally, no personal 

information is shared. 

 

 

 

 

 

The idea behind Deep Canvassing is 

developing an ‘understanding’ between 

the caller and potential voter.  We are 

not ‘asking’ for any kind of commitment. 

 

 

 

 

In Deep Canvassing contact – we want 

to discover what issues the voter is 

interested in.  What issues has impacted 

their lives and what can be done to 

make that better.  Share our own 

experiences with these issues with the 

voter.  Let them know we have more in 

common than not. 


